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To the Wiuſtrious: + 


CHARLES 


| Dux#' of beth 


; rows, and Lenox.” 


SPEUTUR Grace haviy : 
2 SE < go re f0 c0 in 
PP, tf mand the firſt, an 

more imperfet Fdirion of this 
Diſconrſe , I have" preſum 
that your candor vil accept 
the Draught that hath had 

| booſt 
| though 1 am not fond enough 
tO phagcy any art or ornament 

Az ' 


THE Fpatle © --' 
in the compoſure to recom- 
mend it; yet I know, the | 
Eflay 7s ſeaſonable, and. con- | 
tains things which relate ta 
04r biggelt zntereſis ;.the de- 

 fr2n being to ſecure ſome of 
the out-works of Religion, | 
ani to regain a parcel of 
ground Which bold. Infidelity 
bath invaded. And,my Lord, 

 T cannot. but: obſerve ſadly , 
that while the Sects are ven-. 
tug their animolities againſt, || 

> each other..,, and [c rambling, ; 
for their conceipts, and the 
Particular advantages of their } 
| Tay, T bey percervemot.that, || | 
Atheiſm comes on by: large. 
 firides andenters thebreaches. | 
RR they 


\ 


Y 


__ "Dedhicatory. | 
they bave made. Sober and 
confaderate men ſee the for- 
midable danger, andſome of 
them have flrenuouſly indea- 
vour' d to maintain the walls, 
while the fattions within are 
ſo buſie axd ſo divided, that 
they cannot attend the deſpe- 
rate hazard', and will z0t 
Joyn in 8 Common Defence. 
| Among thoſe generous De- 
8 fendants I defre to pitch, 
8 and have undertaken to make 
y 200d oxe of the Forts, 1pon 
Which the enemy hath made 
1mpetuous Aſarlts,,5 I hope 
| With no contemptible ſucceſs. 
. Formy part, My Lord, I 
am yery little concerned for the 

- - 


__ Fhetpiſſſle | | 
ſmallpedlaries chat fome mens 
 fondneſs* cats religion , by 
which that ſacred thing hath | 
been expoſed to a great deal | 
of contempt and dithonour. | 
Brt.yet 1 think it mydutyto | 
ave a. xeal for thoſe great, | 
and certain matters | upon | 
-. which our hopes 1n an other 
*world .are grounded: And 
that :aur-expettations of a | 
future being, are not imagi- | 
nary and phantaſtick, We | 
have reaſonable evidence |} . 
enouzh from the Attributes | 
of God, the Phaznomena of | 
Providence, and the nature | 
of or Souls, to convrnce any, 
but thoſe Who will OP 
| | - DE- 


/ 


a . - 4 " w; ; 


believe,” that they ſhall dye 


| /ike Beafts, that. they may 


tive like them. 1 confeſs the 
Philoſfophick Arguments 


{ that ate prodaced for the 
I deſirable Article, though ve- 
; 7y cogent, are many of them 


peculative and deep, 1e:J#1- 
ring. Jha au attention and 
fagacity,, that they take a0 
hold upon the whitling [pt- 


| ris, that arenot uſed to.Con- 


z ſider; #0r 24pon the common, 
J ſort, that cannot reach ſuch 
{ heights of argument: But 
j they are both beſt convinced. 


by the.proofs that. conie nea> © 
reſt che ſenſe, which indeed. - 


firike onr minds fulleſt; and" 


Aq leave 


Lhe Epiſtle 
leave. the moſt... laſting. im 
preſſions ; whereas high l; [*% 
calations being more thin and | 
ſubtile, ea/th ſlide off ever | 
from underſ/andinis. that are | 
moſt, £apable to receive them. | 
For tha reaſt 07, among ſome 3 
. others, I appear thus much | 
concerned for the juſtficati- ; 
03 of the behet, of. Witches , | 
it vogefting. palpable, -and | 
current evidence of or Im-. | 
mortality , which I am. ex- 7 
ceedinely ſolicitous fo have } 
made 200d. ; 
"For really, My Loid if. | 
We make. Or COmputes like F 
Men , aud do not ſuffer our. | 
# gl fo be abuſed bythe flat- | 
cer 1ES 


hm ©, Of 
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Dedicatory. 
teries of ſenſe , and the de- 
| ceitful gayeties that fleal us 
$ away from God, and from our. 
9 ſelves, there # nothing can 
L render the thoughts of this. 
2 odd life tolerable, but the: 
7 expectation of ax other. And 
1 wile men have ſaid; that they. 
| mold not-live a moment, if 
8 they - thought they Were not 
| to live again, TI his perhaps 
s ſome may take to be the diſ- 
| contented Paradox of 4 me- 
3 lancholick, vext and mean 
# condition that ns pinched by 
| che ſtraightneſs of fortune, 
1 and envies. the heights of 
others felicity, and gran- 
| deurs; But by that time 
: _—_ 


Ho 
tf Tp 
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The E piftle 
ll thoſe that judee tb, have 
|  fpent the heats of frolick| 
| - youth, aud havepaſtover the! 
feverat ſtages of vanity; when | 
they come to fit down, and! 
make fober reflections upon þ 
their pleafares and purſuits, | 
and fſamme up the accompt | 
_ of all that & with them, and. 
before them , 1 dowubt not but | 
_ their confidering thoughts | 
will make Solomon's Con: | 
_  clufion, and find, that "tis but | 
4 miſery to live, f we were | 
to live for nothing elſe, So'} 
that if the content of the | 
preſent life were all I were 
to have foy the hopes of Im- 
mortality, I ſhould even up- | 
| 08 


" FEns 'S. v02 2 
a O! -£X 


d» that account be very i - 


v Tpibing to believe that I Was 


mortal * 'For certainly the. 


I pleaſures that refwlr from 
$the thoughts of another 
TWorld in thoſe, that T0t 
J only ſee zt painted 27 thery 
J imaginations, Gut feel 7t 


beeutt” i their ſouls ,- are 


| 47 farr beyond all the titil- 
L lations of ſenſe,” as 4 real, 


- {laſting happineſs. ®& beyond | 


q rhe delufive images of 2 
i Dream. And therefore they 
8 that think to ſecure the in- 
| /omment of their pleaſures ; 


by the infamy of our na- 


- | rares 77 the overthrow of 


OHY 


F 


Fhe Epiftle _ 
or future hopes, | mndea- 
 ,vorr to damme up the foun- 
ain of the fulleſt, and clea- 


neſt delights; and ſeek] 


for limped waters in the 
ſinks, © and puddles of the 
ſtreets. CITES Y 

You ſee, my Lord, how 
my xeal for this mighty 
mntereſt tranſports me to a 
greater length in this ad- 
dreſs, then perhaps may 
confit with ſtri&t decorum; 
and I indulge niy pen the 
rather in this licence , be- 
cauſe poſſibly your Grace's 
name may draw ſome eyes 
ors SUR hither 


a as. toe my ©, pee DG SS, © w% = =o au 3 
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dy) Go f þ 
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| victor hat Jong. mea wed of 


fuch ſyggeſtions , and wo = 


that key need 4-grear deal 
more, It cannot © ACA 
to add here thoſe lar p ac- 


counts Which Would Ge _re- 
| quifite in a defi of full 
conviction : Þ ut for the pre- 
ſent , -if they: ſhall\pleaſe to 
look forward, they may like- 
ly meet ſome things not un- 

t for their ſerious thoughts ; 
and I intend to take a For 07 
toi preſent them. others, more 
particularly ſutable to What 
I know 7s as much their in- 
tereſt, as I doubt itis their 
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whe: accountall Paſcoure. 
+ » _ ſes needleſs, thatare not. for 
their particular purpoſes - and judge: 
| all the-wpjld to be'of the-Size; and, 
Genius of thole within the: Circle of 
| cheir  Knowledgs , Jand: Acquain+ 
tance; ſo thatwith a pert-and:prag= 
matique Inſolexce, they. 5 Lodi the 
braver . Deftqns, and:* Notices that: lis 
beyond cheir Ken, as niceand imper- 
tinent: Specmations 3, Aan-ignorant, and 
proud Injuflice; as if: this fort were 
the only perſons., whoſe humour, 
and —_ ſhouldbe conſulted. And | 
hence it-.cormes to paſs, that the 
greateſt and; Borthieft- things that are 
Frirten, ex, laid , do. alwayes meet 
ail with 


- Preface. 
with the oſt gerieral negle#, and 
ſcorn, l1nce the leſſer people tor whom 


they were. not intended, are quick 
to ſhoot their bolt, and to condemn 


whar ghey :do not underſtand ;-and' 


becauſe they. do. not, Whereas on the. 


other ſide | thoſe that are able-x0: 


judge, and would incourage,are com- 
monly reſery/d'and modeſt, in their 
ſentences," or, if they ſhould ſcek' to-. 
do righe to things that are worthy, 


they are ſure-to.be out-voiced by the: 


rout. of ignorant. conretaners, Upon: 
whichaccounts I have oftenthought, 
that he that'courts and values popu 
lar. eftimation, takes not the right 
way, if he endeayour any thing that 
is. zeally excellent : but he muſt ſtudy 
the little plauſibilities., and! accomo- 
date the humour of the: MANY; 

who.are attive Miniſters -of: Fame ; 
being zealous; 'and loud in'their- fs. 
Planer, as'they>arc clamorows , and 
rt ime 


Preface. 


impetnous in their oppofitions. As for: 
theſe, *'tis one of my chiet cares to 
make my ſelf as much unconcern'd 
at--their cenſures, as I am at the 
cacklings of a Flock of Geeſe, or at the 
eager diſpleaſure of thoſe little ſnar- 
img Animals, that are angry when I 


o along the ftreets. Nor can any, /*-* 


man be cither wiſe or happy till he 
hath arrived to that greatneſs of mind, 
that no more conſiders the tattling 
| of the multitude , then the whiſtling 
of the wind. Not that I think the 
common people are to be contemned | 
for the weakneſs of their underſtan- 
dings ; "tis an inſolent meanneſs of ſpirit 
that doth that ; but when conceited. 
ignorance fits down in the Judgs|, 
ment -ſeat » and gives peremptory Ver- | 
difts upon things beyond it's Line, | 
the. wiſeman ſmiles, and paſſeth by ; / 
| For ſuch (if that may fignifie any 
hing to keep them from troubling 
oa B them- 


Preface. 
themſelves about the. following 
CONSIDERATIONS) Ide 
fire they would take notice from 
me, that I writ not thoſe things fer 
ſuch-as they; and they will do well 
to throw up the Book upon this 
Advertifemeut, except they will tay 
to hear, That though Philoſophical 
 Diſcburles to juſtifie the common 
belief about Witches, are nothing at 
all' ro them, or thoſe of their meaſure : 
yer: they are too ſeaſonable, and ne- 
ceflary for our Age , in which Athe- 
?/m'is begun in Sadduciſm. And thoſe 
that dare not bluntly ſay , There is] 
NO: GOD, content themſelves 
{-for'a fair ſtep, and Introduftion) 
t deny there are SPIRITS, o 
WITCHES. Which fort of In 
fidels; though they are not ordinary 
among the meer vulgar, yet are they 
- numerous in a little- higher rank 0 
aund:rſtandings. And thoſe that know 
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any thing of the world, know, That 
moſt of the looſer Gentry, and the 
ſmall pretenders to Philoſophy and 
Wit, are generally deriders of the be- 
lief of Witches, and Apparitions. And 
were this a ſlight or meer ſpecula- 
tive miſtake, 1 ſhould not trouble 
my ſelf , or them about ic. Bur I 
fear this error hath a core in it that 
is worſe than Hereſie: And there- 
fore how little ſoever I care what 
men belieye, or teach in matters of 
opinion, | think I have reaſon to be 
concern'd in an affair, that toucheth 
ſo near upon the greateſt intereſts of 


' Religion. And really I am aſtoniſhe 


ſometimes to think into what a kind 
of Age we are fallen, in which ſome 
of the greateſt impieties are accounted 
but Buggs , and terrible Names, in- 


I Vifeble Tittles, Piccadillo's, or Chi- 


mera's. The ſad and greateſt in- 


ftances, are SACRILEDGE, 


B 2 | ÞR Ee 


_. Dae: 
REBELLION, and WITCH 
CRAFT. For the two former, 
there are a ſort of men (chat are far 
from being profeſt enemies to Re- 
ligion) who, I donot know, whe 
ther they own any ſuch vices. We 
find no mention of them in their 
moſt particular Confeſ:0ns, nor have 
I obſerved them in thoſe Sermons 
that have contained the largeſt Ca» 
talogues of the Sins of our Age, and 
Nation.  *'T were dangerous to ſpeak 
of them as ſins, for fear who ſhould be 
found gnilty. But my buſinels at pre- 
ſent is not with theſe, bur the other, 
WITCHCRAFT, which I am 
ſure was a Sin of <der times; and 
how comes it about that our Ave , 
\ | which ſo much out:does them in' all 
\ orher kindes' of wickedneſs, ſhould 
\ be wholly innocent in this? T hat 
there MAT be WITC HES and 
Apparitions in. our dayes , notwith- 


ſtanding 


Mo a. vi oww..c. 


Preface. 
ſanding the Objeions of the Mo- 
dern Sadduce,. I believe I have made __ 
appear in the ConSIDERAT I- 
oNs following, in which I did. 
not primarily intend dire&t proof , 
but DEFENCE, as the Title of 
the firſt Edition, which is reſtor'd in 
theſe later mention'd. | 


And if it ſhould be objefted, Thar 


I have for the moſt part uſed only 


ſuppoſals , and conjeFural things in 
che vindication of the common belief , 
and ſpeak with no point blauck aſſu- 
rance, in my particular anſwers, as I 
do in the general concluſion; I need - 
only ſay, That the Propoſition 1 de- 
fend is matter of fat, which the diſs 
believers impugne by alledging , 
That it cannot be, or, it is not likely ; 
In return to which, if I ſhew, how 
thoſe things may be, and probably , 
notwithftanding their allegations , 
though I ſay not down right that 
By; : 


i 


Preface. 
they are in the particular way 1 
offer , yet "tis enough for the deſign 
of Defence , though not for. that of 
proof : for when one faith a thin 
cannot be, and1I tell him how ol 


| bly it may, though I hir not the juſt 


manner of it; I yet defeat the Ob- 
jeftion againfſt it, and make way 
for the evidence of the thing de 
Fafto; which now I have added 
from the Divine Oracles, and two 
Medern Relations that are clear , and 
unexceptionable. 

I have no humour nor delight 


in telling Stories, and do not pub- 


liſh cheſe , for the gratification of 
thoſe that have, bur I record them 
as Arguments for the confirmation of 
a Truth , which hath indeed been 
atteſted by multitudes of the like 
evidences in all places, and times : 
Burt things remote, or long paſt, are 
either not believed, or forgotten : 
whereas 


Preface. 
whereas theſe being freſh, and near, 
and attended with all the circum- 
ſtances of credibility, it may be ex- 

ected, they ſhould have the more 
a" upon the obſtinacy of Unbce 


1 lievers. \| FP. : 
But after all chis , I muſt con- "1 
feſs, there is one argument againſt 


me, which is not to be dealt with, 
Vizs a mighty confidence grounded up- 


on nothing, that ſwaggers, and buffs, _ 


and ſwears there are no CMtches. 
For ſuch Philoſophers as theſe, let them 


Injoy the opinion of their own Super- 


lative Fudgments, and enter me in the 
firſt rank of fools for crediting my 
ſenſes , and thoſe of all the World, 
before their ſworne Dictates. If they 
will belicve in Scott, Hobbs , and 
Osborne, and think them more infal- 
lible, then the Sacred Oracles, the 


| Hiſtory of all Ages, and the ful 


experience of our own, who can help 
B 4 It 2 
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Preface. 
it ? They muſt not be contradifted, 

and they are reſolved not to be: pers f 
ſwaded. For this ſort of men, I never 
go about to convince them of any 
thing. If I can avoid it, I throw no- 
thing before them leaſt they ſhould 
turn again, and rend me. Their opinis 
ons came into their heads by chance, 
when their little reaſons had no notice 
of their entrance, and they mult be let 
 aloneto go our again of themſelves 
. . the ſame way they entred. Therefore 
not to make much noiſe to-diſturbe 


thele infallible Huffers (and they can-f 


not hear alittle, for their own) I ſoftly] 
ſtep by them, leaving only this whil- 
per behind me, that though heir 
Þorſhipful ignorance , and ſottiſhneſs 
canreliſh nothing of a Diſcourle that 
doth not miniſter to ſenſuality, and 
unbelief , yermy CONSIDERATIONS 
have had the good fortune of a better 
reception from the brayer, and more 

generous © 


IR 
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generous Spirits , then my fondeſt 
' hopes could have expeRed, and per- 
ſons whoſe good thoughts I have 
reaſon to value,have aſſured me, that 


their kindxeſs to my Book hath im-_ 
proved upon ſecond, and more careful 
peruſals; which I-mention for this 
purpoſe, that thoſe that need my Re- 
marques, and cannot feel them in a 
running reading, may pleaſe to turn 
their eyes back, and deliberately think 
over what I have offered; from which 
courſe, I dare promiſe them more /a- 


 tisfaFion then from their haſte. 
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| SOME. 
CONSIDERATIONS 


ABOUT 


| Witchcraft. 


| In a LETTER to | 
Robert Hunt , Eſquire. 


OI an _—y 


SECT. I. 


SIR, | | 
s þ HE frequent and late dealings you 
| have. had in the Examination of 
witches, and the regards of one that hath a 
very particular honour for you, have 
brought you the trouble of ſome Co w- 
SIDER A TIONS an the Subje&t. And SC: 
though whar I have to ſay, be but the un- = «4. -: 
accurate produd of a little leiſure 3 yet ©” 

hope 7 


; Yov 
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me 
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> Confrderations 


, hope it may afford you ſome, not unreaſo- 
nable, accounts of the odd phenomena of 
witchcraft and Faſcination and contribute * 
tothe DEFENCE of the-Tr1#th, and k 
certainty of matters, which you know byl} © 


Experiments that could nor decerve in ſpite 


Ji + # reſglved to believe nothing in affairs of this 
| 2 /AND if any thing were to be much ad- 


-% 


, 
of the petty exceptions of thoſe that are f 
\ 
c 
, 
fk 


mired in an, Age of Wonders, not only of 

Nature (which 1s a conſtant Prodigy ) but 
of Men and Marrers; it would be to mie | * 
matter of Aftoniſhment, that Men, other- | 
' \wilſe witty and ingenious, arc fallen into the | 
| 


? Conceit that there's zo ſuch thing as a Witch, 


or Apparition, bur that theſe are the crea- 
tures of Melancholly and Superſtition , fo- 
ſter'd by i7orarce and deſign; which, com- 
paring the confidence of their disbehief with 
the evidexce of the. things denied, and the 
weakneſs of their grounds , would almoſt 
ſuggeſt, that themſelves are an argument 
of what they deny; and that ſo confident 
an Opinion could not be held npon fuch 
inducements, bur by ſome kind of witch- 
craft , and Faſcination in the Fancy. And 
perhaps that evil Spirit, whoſe influences 
they will not allow in Actions —_— " 
uc 


| aboutFitchoraft, gy \ 


ſuch Cauſes, hath a greater hand, and in- 
cereſt in rheir Propoſition than they are 
aware of, For that ſubti{ enemy of Man- 
kinde (fince Providence will not permit him 
to miſchief us without our own - concur- 
rence) attempts that by ſtratagem and arti- 
fice, which he could never effe& by opex 
wayes of a&ting ; and the ſucceſs of all wiles 
depending upon their ſecrecy, and conceal- 
ment, his Nr nk is never more dangerous 
than -when his agexcy 1s leaſt ſ#ſpetFed. In 
order therefore to the carrying on the dark 
and hiddex deſigns he manageth againſt 
our Happineſs,: and our Souls, he cannot 
expe to advantage himſelf more, than by 


—_—_— a belief, That there i no ſuch 


thing as himſelf”, but that fear and fancy 
make Devils now, as they did Gods of old. 
Nor can he ever draw the aflent of men to 


ſo dangeroms an aflertion, while the landing 


ſenſible evidences of his exiſtence in his pra- 


ices by and upon his i»ſtrumerts are not 
diſcredited and removed. 

*TIS doubtleſs therefore the intereſt of 
this Agent of darkneſs to have the world 
believe, that the zotiox rhey have of him 
is but a phantime, and conceit ; andin or- 
der thereunto, Thar the ſtories of Witches, 

 Apparitions , and indeed every thing thar 
od brings 


Fl Confiderations 
brings tidings of another world', are but 
melancholick Dreams, and piows Romances. 
And when men are arriv'd thus far, to 
think there arc no azabolical contratts or 
apparitions , their beliet that there are ſuch 
Spirits , reſts only upon their Faith, and 
Reverence to the Divine Oracles , which 
-we- have little reaſon to apprehend ſo great 
in ſuch afſertors, as to command much 
from their aflent ; eſpecially in ſuch things 
1nwhich they have corrupt intereſts againſt 
their evidence, So that he that thinks there 
1s no Fitch, believes a Devil gratis, or at 
leaſt upon inducements, which he is like 
to finde himſelf diſpoſed to deny when 
he pleaſeth. And when men are arrived to 
this degree of diffidence and infidelity , we 
are beholden to them if they believe cither 
Angel, or Spirit, Reſurrettion of the Body, or 
Immortality of Souls. Thele things hang to- 
gether in a Chain of connexion, at leait in 


theſe mens Hypotheſis ; and ris but an hap- | 


py chance if he that hath Joſt oe /zzk, holds 
another, So that the vitals of Religion being 
ſo much intereſled in this ſubject, it will 


not be unneceſſary imployment particularly - 


to diſcourſe ir, 
AND inorder tothe. proof that there 


have been, and are, unlawful confederacies 


v 
a 


with BB 
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with euel Suirits, by vertneof which the” 
helliſh accorpplices periormi things above theit- 
natura}-powers ;-I maſt \premiſe; tharithis” 
being maxter of Fatt, is only capable ofthe: 
evidence :of authority, and' ſenſe': And: by- 
both cheſe; the being of witches and diavolr- 
cal contrats; is moſt abundantly confirny'd: 
All Hiftsrierare full of the exploits of thoſe 
Inſtruments of darkneſs; and'the teſtimony of 
all-Ages; -not only ot the #ude and barbaromey 
bur of the moſt c/vibiz/d andspoliſhd worlds, 
brings tiditgs of theit ſtrange'perforniances.; 
; | We have the atteſtation of thouſands of eyE 
> N and car-witnefles, and thoſe riot ofthe eali- | 
| fly deceivable vulgar oily, bur of wiltand 
> grave diſcerners; and thart;when no mmtereft 
> {could oblige' them to! agree' rogether in'll 
* {common Zye : I ſay,we have the liehr of all 
thele cirewmſtances to-confirm 'ys inthe 'be- 
. Nlict of things/ done-by. perfons of deſpicable 
| power and knowledge, beyond thereach'ef 
 $4re, and 97 dinary Nature: Standing phAHCK 
; Accords have been kept of theſe wel artefted 


rT 
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Relations, and Epocha's made of thoſe” un- 
wonted events. Laws inmany Nations-have 
been enacted againſt thoſe-vile practices 3 
thoſe among the Jews and our own art #oto- 
| ries; ſuchiicafſes have been'often deteryy- , 
— Yried near usp-by wie and revered Tudshs, 

No LA SOIAGE: cw uporr 


= 


<a wo 


monſtrations of this OE are hardped 


apainft conviction, And I think;thoſe that can 
belieye.all ſtories are Romanges;that all the 
Wiſer, world have agreed together to jugy/c 
Mankinde into-a-common beliefof 4ngroun- 
ped fables; that the ſound ſenſes of multitudes 
together may deceive them,: .and;,Zaws are 
 buyle upon Chyners's:;. that the graveſt and 


wit, Fudges_ have been Murderers and the 


fage/i;perions Fools,..or deſigning. mpoſtors : 
L1 ah that, gan + ny this = of 
abſurdities, are cither -morc credulows than 
thoke whoſe eredultty they re prehend; or 
clic,; have ſgme; extraordinary evidence 0 
their-periwaſion, +14. :That "tis abſurd, and 
Impoſſible there ſboul be a witch or Apparition 


 - And. Tam confident, were thaſe #zle ap ſw 


CO rmr”aoo nA Ay oc = wo 


f 


( 


pearancesryy- +: 


abit Witchcraft 7 


Prarances remoy'd, which men have form'd 


» 


| 11 cheir fancies againſt+ the belief of ſuch 
'{ things; their own evidence would make'its 
| way to mers afſex#, , without any more 


Li 


wan thari whar they know nr Fax 
| 8 enforce it. There is nothing then: neceflary 


to be done, in order to the eſtabliſhing the 
|| belief I would reconcile to mens. minds ; 
| but to endeavour the removal of thaſe pre- 
judjces they have received againlt it ;-.the 
chiefof which T ſhall particularly deal with, 

| And1 beglhy with that bold Aſſertion, Thar, 
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nag Þ HE NOTION of « Spirit ae 
| impoſſible «xd contradiRious ; 
41d conſequently , ſo #« that of Wuches, 
the belief bf which is founded on that Do- 


Frine. 
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*0 WHICH OBFECTION 1 
"£ arfmer, 
'Y Cr) If the motion of a Spirit to be abs 
 fordas is pretended ; the of 4 & 0D, ad 
[4 KEEEES PF FI 


2.50.0 L diſtinit.from matter, and immor- 


Hire likewiſe abſirdities: And then, That 
thewotld was jwbled into this elegant and 
B7HeHy Fabritt by chance ; 4nd that ofr Soul 
are only parts of Matter, that came toge- 
thet' we: know not whence, nor how , and 
Tall” again ſhortly 'be djſolv/d into thoſe: 
: Hooſes ftoms.that compound them ; That all 
ofir correptions are but the 7hruſting of one 
| NMt-of matter againſt another; and the 
_- Taegs of our minds mcer blind, and caſual 
moths: Theſe, and a thouſand more theſ ,, 
orofleſt mpoſſibilities, and abſurdities (conſe- 
quents.of this Propoſition, That the notion o 
4 Spirit  abſurg ) will be ſad,certainties and ;r 
demonſtrations: And with fach Afertors If pr. 
would ceaſe to diſcourſe about witches, Y 
and Apparitions , and addreſs my ſelf ro Þ 


obtain their aſſent to zraths infinuely more tþ 


I VN 249.2, Q 4. 


Sacred,” | s 
: AND yer (2) thongh it ſhould be gransſſ 5 
ted rliem, that a ſubſtance immaterial 15 ashll ;-* 
much a contradiction as they can fancy ; yet 
why ſhould they not believe that the Air 
and all the Regzors above us, may have theit 
inviſible intelleftual Agents, * natnre |i 
tnto our Sos, be that what it will; and 
ſome of them art lcaſt'as much degenerargy;-- 
as*che vileſt and moſt miſchievous among af 
a Mer: N 
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Mev, This Hypetheſin,wilb be; i. 4; 
ſecure the Y, pility of: witches 2nd); PPE, 
vs, And charall the apper: Sjotjen bes 
Univenſe are a6 urniſh'd with Jnbabitentrs Fife 
1t6 geRpnable: RB :copclude; GR 
rs ;\ Singe we ſee yFIGs8. $6 
> Þ CE tin JOU! 
bi werehde ins. bucharh,j5 lixioggno#h 
rfres thardwell upon! fe; the Earle | 
water, the wferiour Air ; the Bodjes Xo 
mals, the fieſb, the shin;the entraits; 6 
leaves, the root$,; the, fab af regetables . 
yea, and all kinde of 2zeralLin the lubter-. 
raneous Regions, 1 (ay, all thefe have tlieir 
proper Inhabitants; yei , 1 ſuppoſe this 
© | Rule may, boldin all.di 24 kind. ook 
F, inthe) » That they awe their fe 
Animals, Thc. certainty ok. Which J-beha\e7 
& F he fmpran EMent of wir ofpapieel abſere/4tth 
oder $ iG CONE From veagncei Linked 
"NY Thar finge.q xe ſoot F-5 thickly propied\ 
in every. gy th; it, *ris-wcaknefs te thi 
that. ale aſe... ſpaces abolves and hollows. 
under. g > are deſert. ahdSnrinhabuttes. 
_ A of oth the : ſuperiour 0d dower Cortfiee 
| iy bet. nents f.the, Unjverſe, have heir linhadie: 
"rants al ris cxcecdingly imptobable AKgn2 
= Pp robes analog y., that they, As 
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a\the mcer.(enſible warhreoh ut rhar theres 
Nod are 


are atleaſt ſome of the Rationn/; and Inrelle. 
##df:Ordets, "Which ſippoſed\, -there is 
goes foundation-for the belief of 'mitthes, 
aid Apperitions ; though the narion of a 5p5- 
A ove as abſu "and | Sofphs- ophi- 
25-l judge the denyalof i It.” And | 
od jetion comes to nothing. © , > deſcend 
rhieies the ſecond Bye ndice, witch may 'be 
thus formed inbohil of the Opt & 
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LAN \Relations'- di E 
Witches; KB are tidiculous' and itt ipol-l] j 
ſiblews che narure: of things; "fark are (1) li 
zbeiw' flying red windows;/ufter "they Þ 1 
anointed themſelves ; #0 \ Hear Pla- 0) 

Ces," '(2) Thesy-transformation* aro: Cats, 
Hayes , and other Creatures,” (3) T heir 
feeling &l/ rhe hurts in their. .op# bodies, 
whieh they have can me in thoſe: (4) Ther) 
raiſing Tempeſts, by muttering fonts wo- 
feſt words , 'or performing *«eremonics 
rnb gr ertinent ds ridicalows.” Aut (5) the, 

being ck'd' in s certain Provate Fes 
J er 
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- their bodies by a Familiar, Theſe are: are 
S | ſured tobe altions inconſiſtent with the' na: 
>| orc Js dpi and above the powers; [hr thoſe 


Ms af miſerable 4 Arr, And t 7; i 


Oh ON IG id them performed. 
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by-t/ b pom rhe the' whole. my fy 
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with beef on thcir : and eyes in their 
C4 breaſts ; 
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12 .Configerations\.. 
+ 3 or, if any ſhould be fo ridicu- 
louſly vain, as to be ſerious IS an in- 
credible Romance, it cantot be. appoled 
that all” Tyavelleys that come into thold 
paes after him fnould' tell the faln ſtory. 
'Fhere” is alarge Feld in fiction ; and it all 
thoſe: Relations wete arbitrary Thmpoſifs- 
oxs,* doubtleſs rhe*fieſt Romanceys* would 
have framed them mare-agreeable to the 
common dodtrine of Spirits; atleaſt, at- 
ter theſe ſuppoſed abſurdities had been' 4 
thouſand times Jaugh'd! ar, -pepple'by this 
time'would: have/Fearn'd ro*correc thoſe 


on 
2 
. 


dbrntione  extrauagancies ; aid" though 


hey have nor\ yer more veracity than the 
Ages 'of Jz#orarte; and. Suger ion » yer 
one 'would 'expe&* they ſhould” have got 
more running.” This ſuppos'd impofſivriizey 
then of "rheſe perfqrinances, ſeems ro me a, 


probable argument that they! are not wiltul, 


and deſigned” foiyeries. "And if they- are 
Fanties, "tis ſomeyhar ſtratige,, that 1ma- 
gination, which is the moſt *wv/ariops thing 


in'all the world, ſhould infinitelyrepear the 


| ſame'concezt; iff all rimes, andiplaces. 


BUT azain (z) the ftranze Ations re- 
lated "of witches; and preſumed” impoſſible, 
arc not aſcribed ro their own powers ; but: 
tq the' Agency of thuſe wicked Confede- 
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 ean'be perforaie@.; which: onl; ol argues 


about-VPeberaft. az 
rates 4 im ploy. And to affice that thoſe 
#11 ypirits cannot a6 that w hich We col 
teir 7mpoſſible, 'is boldly Dink of the ver 
ers of Crearti6s, Whole n aty res Ry fa- 
eultics we! knoW' nt ;*arid ro mexfure the 
world: of ſpirits dy the narrow ; rule es of .0 as 
oWn* air rae: We Teerattiong 
ſelves the ets of” (0 ag: the HE 
comebits * Ge Wipes of Qtherf 3a fo | 
kiioW'many fs gs may, t NG dork 'vy r 
UMathemarithes Sh hath - 7 ce, 
Which combilot 4 ee k to 
br'&ffedtcl by the”; row way yeS'o WO ang 
N2Pive, Ani big S, ie Fubritries an 


vie of. tio ; MA þ are 4 
my bey my r es F ahd 4 attfoities. bg 


theirs arc beyonl ths wit ks 8 of the 
moſt 7uſtick and Merate: "So that the ut; 
moſt that any mats reaſon i che world can. 
amount to in; this particular, is only this, 
that he carn6t comterve how ſuch Bs | 


ibs Is 


who fi, ; and  7berfetion at, our | 
[edge and apprehenſions , not, rhe inpoſſibis bh 

lity of thoſe performances?” and we RE 
no more from” hthee ;fortn,; ,40. .argurnent 


. againſt them, *than againlt . the. moft or dina- 


PF. effetts i in Nature. We catifot conccive 
 fiow 


go 19.5 
#- 
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howthe Pati is form'd in the wank, \ nor 
ge much, ; as. how 2. Pleny ſprings: from, .the 
Earth \ we  rreagl on n we know nor how | aur 
Souls move the. Body, norhow thele diffunt 

and extream natures are uxited;. as I' have 
| Soma ſhewn in mY; SCEPSIS SCIEN- 


if we r 
THT. Moy i ef era 


moſt dv $ about: d. the moſt 
Caſe he qur Tels, ris then. no 
Kirk der of not. "he Conſtitution 


ind pare ber 19, w om: * WE 
uc Angers, ciefily then, matters of 


* We Ve! d' ou at fo. be denied, 
becau Ny vel packs Tp 
performec Not AH T ie? 
Aug 5p. rl AN Es 
thehce * £ ade that: the 
Fare kn be ta. On Ti conrarys, we 
ſhould. judge of the 4 7 
and-not the evidence y. the rin ap QUE 
facies ab, "ut: © aFon, | hys i is proudly.to 
exalt” out, OWN. opinion 4 aboye. t He cleareſt 


Eq 


# monies, and molt ſes fi 

dl face : 'and fo to give the. {ye £.t0 all Man: 
kind, rather than Jiſruſt the conceits of our 
boldi imaginations. But yet urther, _ 


G1 THINK there 'is nothing in the ; 


znſtenies mention'd, but what may as: well 
be accounted for by the Rulcs of _ 
an 


Oe | OO 2 a ton 26. an. i. dom th a $1 32 ] Oo 


le demonſtrations , 
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ant PV ircherbfe.. is 


and Philo hy, ' as. the ordinary _affairs..of 
Nature. ph Ty reſolving ny, henamens, 
we can only aſſign the probable cauſes, ſhew- 
ing how things may be, not. reſuming how. 
they are. And iti-the particulars, ander our 
Examen, We may give an_account how 'ris 
offivle, and not 4nlikely, that Jych things: 
(thidugh ſomewhar varying fromthe COm- 
mot rode of Nathre) jn I: ed; And. jb 
our narrow and coltracte nnd 
nilh'us with appre enſions, of und 
manher-, of {ach _perko mate jo h. 
petyaps hot the tre: ONES, F | 
that{ych things may be core | by.cre: 
whoſe' powers Wy nowledgela 


exceeding ours, I Ueda avout 
bticfly ro ſuggeſt - {devs es Ay. 
render. the Ft uy Seth t beſe Pfrformances. 


corcejvable,, in order to No remayah ;ott 


this Ob jedtin, that they Are cyntraditians. 
and im Soſible” $52 
FOR the FIRST FW That te, cole, 
drrate” Sprret Thould tranſport ., by | 
thtough the Air, to; the Hobie of, torn 
Rendezvous, the ere '& x0 Py 
ning it ; andif png be | true. ich Yroae: 
Phifoſophers affirm, - conceruing. the x 


* erability of the Soul fram.zhe Body. with- 
4 


death, there is yet eff; for then *ris 
eaſic 


a6 , PL Ratians\.. 


cſi to ap appeetend hor ahe Sou hoy ing 
ries p af :(b. 30 iy beninge. 
and heir cloath'd No Th 
_ of ir, or more -ſwbrile matter, 
ickly condiilted to any placEic 
ety b Mt, by thoſe officious Spire. t 
&tend'ir.” And though-]-adventure tg tot: 
frm Lo © Tbhcerning, the trath and. c8e- 
1ainty of his "ſwppeſition, yer I muſt needs 
; ir dottrhot. np me unrea Sorel 
our experience of Apo lexies, ; 
42h noſe, and the a, e thi ne 
trohide ren durlvg thoſe Like 
Bok favonrably'i ypon this conjecture . wrych: 
iis 'ro ie 26 conrr$et di& ne primeiple. o f 


ovt(6' invctt in 4 54 48h "ſeparation of Soul; 
—_—— aS$in'the indibefiitn and wifthcſ 


ar for vital union, as an excellent, 
Flo r hath*made good, 'On- whi ch. 


fs,” the' witches anointing her. Gl 


before the takes. her flight, may perhaps 
rve to keep the Body Fenantable, abd in 
th ion t6 receive the Spirit ax its, re-, 
rifrir. Theſe things, I ſay, \ we my conecive, 
toi I 'affirtti nothing about them; and, 
rhete is not' any thing in fuch conceptions but, 


what hath"Been own'd by then of wo te | 


and name; and may ſeem fair and account: 
pa: ” _ 


nly with. its FDA. 76 


#:af4 or Phi ophy's - lice © Death confilts. | 
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BUT then (3.) when they. feel [the 
hurts in their groff bodies, that they rex 
ceive in their azery wehicles,. they mult be 
{uppoſed to. have been. really preſent, Ir 
leaft in theſe latter ; and *ris no more dit- 


. w $3 


ficulc 


ficult ro apprehend. how” the'hurts of zhoſe 
. ſhould*be'tranflared upon <rheir orher bo- 
by 'the imazinatn, or how the fancy of 
& Mother ſhould wound the Fetus, as (e- 
- vera] credible refations doatteſt, . 
AND 4) for- their raifing ſtorms and 
tempeſls, They do it not, be ſure, by their 
own, but by the power of the Prince of the 
Air, their Fiend and allze; and the Cere- 
2vnies that are enjoyn'd* them, are doubr- 
leſs / nothing © elſe -but enterrainments for 
theit innaginations, and are likely defign'd 
ro perſwade'them, thar they do theſe ſtrange 
tliipgs: themſetves. | 
"AND (laftly) for their being ſuc#4 by 
the Familiar, Þ ſay (1) we know fo little 
of the nature' of Demons 'and Spirits, thar 
tis no wonder we cannot certainly divine 
the* reaſon'' of ſo'ftrange an ation. And 
yet (2) we may conjecture. at fome things 
that may' tender it leſs zmprobable, For 
foinc have thought that the” Gexii (whom 
both the Platonical and (hriſtian Antiqui- 
ty thought” embodied) are recreated by the 
reeks and waporrs of humane blood, and 
the ſpirits that procced from them : Which 
ſuppoſal (it we grant them bodies) is not 
unhikely, every thing being refreſ#d and 
| nouriſh d 


hes," then how diſesſes thould be inflicted | "7 
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woriſyd by.irs.. like. And hat they /aro 
not; perſe&tly-., <b/#aF7 | from alk body.and _ 
matter; beſides: the. reverence: we; owe 4@ 
the wiſeſt antiquity, . there are ſeveral con 
ſiderable arguments 1 - cauld: alledge: to 
render ir exceeding probable. :VWhich 
things. ſuppoſed, the Devil's ſucking the 
Sorcereſi is no: great wonder, nor ditficulg 
to be acconted for. Or perhaps (3) this 
may be only. 8 diabolical \ Sacrament and 
Ceremony to confirm, the helljſh icovenany. 
To which I adde, (4) That which to me 
ſeems moſt probable, viz. That: the Fami- 
liar doth not only ſuck the witchy. but in 
the action infuſeth ſome poyſonoy ferment 
into her, which: gives her z4g4v45ion and 
ſpirits a magical tintiure, , whereby [they 
become 1vi/chieveuſly influential ;. ':and the 
word verefics intimates ſome ſuch- matter, 
Now that the imagination hath. mighty 
power in operation, is ſeen in the juſt now 
mention'd Signatures and Deſeaſes. that it 
cauſeth ; and that the faxcy is modified by 
the . qualities ofthe blood and. fpirits, ;is top 
evident to nced proof. Which things: ſup- 
poſed, *tis plain to conceive that the evil 
ſpirit having breath'd ſome wile vapour tn- 
to the body of the witch, it may. taint her 


' thod and ſpirits with a noxi0us quality, by 


which 


"Y.ev FC IT... ? | 
£ - TConJider ions a 
which her :9»feited imagination, heighthed 
amr and ws Fo = = 
do mnehthurt-upon boazes thar- are impreft- | þ1 
fible by ſuch 3»fluerces. . And *tis very like: iÞ ar 
ly that- this ferment diſpoſeth the imdgina- þ jy 
tron of/ the. Sorcerefſ to cauſe: the mention- 
ed: dpayras, or ſeparation ofthe |ſoul from I © 
the body, and may perhaps keep the Sody in 
fir temper for its re-entry ; -as alſo it may 
facilirate "transformation; Which, it may | — 
be,- could nor be cfieted by ordinary and 
unaſſiſted imagination. & 


-.- Thus we ſee, *tis not ſo deſperate' to 
form an apprehenſion of the manner- of , 
theſe odd - performances ;5 and though; 
they are'not'dene the way I have deſcrib'd, 
yet what T have ſaid may help us to a con- | 
ccit of the \poſfibility; which ſufficeth for 
my purpoſe. "And thotigh the Hypotheſis 
IT have'gone upon will ſeem as wnltkely to 
fome, as the things they attempt to explain 
are to others ; yet I mult dcfire their leave 
ro ſuggeſt; that moſt things ſeem improbable 
(eſpecially- to the concerted, © and opinzona- 
Five) ar firſt propoſal : and many great 
erathes arc Some and odd., till ca4- 
ftome and accquaintance have reconciled 
them 'ts our fancies. And T'le preſume to 
add on this occaſion, (though I love nor. 

ro 
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to be confident in affirming ) that thete-is 
none of the Platorical ſuppoſals I have uſed; 
bur what I could make appear to be fair | 


and reaſonable , to the capable and unpre- 
judic'd; | 


= Y — 
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Bur III.) 7 come to another preju- 


| dice againſt the being of Witches 5 


Ewhich is, That 'tis very improbable that the 


Devil who # a wile and mighty ſpirits 
ſbould be at the beck of a poor Hag, and. 
have ſo little 10 do, as to attend the errands 
wd impotcnt luſts of 2 filly old woman. 


———___H__m————— 


O WHICH I might anſwer , (1) 
That *tis much more 2mprobable thar 

Il the wor/d ſhould be deceiyd in matters 
ff facf, and circumſtances of the cleareſt 
vidence and conviction ; than that the De- 
#, who is wicked, ſhould be allo #»wiſe ; 
nd that he that perſwades all his {ubjc&ts 
nd accomplices out of their wits, ſho11d 
D him- 
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himſelf a& like his own temptations and 
perſwaſtons. In brief, rhete is nothing 
more ſtrange in this objeCtion,' than that 
wickedneſs 1s baſeneſs and ſervility ; and 
- that the Devil is at leaſure to ſerve thoſe, 
he1s at leaſure to tempt, and induſtrious 
to ruine. And again, G) I ſee no zeceſſity 
to believe that the Devil is alwayes the 
witches confederate ; but perhaps it may 
, firly be conſidered, whether the Familia 
' be nor ſome departed humane: ſpirit, for 
ſaken of God and goodneſs, and ſwallow 
—_ ed up by the unſaciable deſire of miſchic 
| and revenge, which poſſibly by the /awe 
and capaczty of its ſtate it cannot executt 
immediately. And why we ſhould preſumt 
that the Dewzl ſhould have tne liberty « 
wandering up and down the Earth ' ani 
Air, when he is ſaid to be heldin rhe chain 
of . derkzeſſ;, and yet that the ſeparate 
fouls of the wicked, of whom no ſuc 
thing is affirm'd in any Sacred Recork 
ſhould be-thought ſo i25rifod, that rhe 
cannot poſſibly wag from the place of thel 
confinement, 1 know no ſhadow of conjdj; 
&ure. This conceif I'm confident hat 
prejudic'd many againſt the beliet of 


I ne apa i De 
ches and Apparitions ; they not being ablſ 1 
. : p 4 

ro conceive that the Devil ſhould be 


Iudicrl- 
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ludicrous ' as appearing ſpirits are ſame 
times reported to be in their frohzcks; and 
they preſume, rhar ſouls departed never re- 
viſit the free and opex Regions ; which 
confidence, I know nothing to juſtifie : 
For fince good men in their ſtate of ſepara- 
tion are ſaid to be lazy iau, why the wicked 
may not be ſuppoſed to be iovdziferss in, the 
worſt ſenſe of the word, I know nothing 
to help me to imagine. And if ix, be ſup; 
poſcd that the mps of witches are ſome- 
times wicked ſpirits of our owane kinde and 


*F 24ture, Ind poſſibly the ſame that have 
"} been Sorcerers, and Witches in this lite : 
"LJ This ſuppoſal may give afairer and more 
"Y probable account of many. of the aQions 
'Y of Sorcery and Witchcraft, than the other 
my Hypotheſis, that they are alwayes Devils; 
"Jy And to this conjecture Ile a ro 


ſubjoyn another, which alſo hath its pro- 
bability, viz. (3) That ris not impoſlible 

"© but that the Familiars of witches are. a 
— © w/e kinde of ſpirits, of a.very inferiour 

ND conſtitution and nature; and none of thoſe 

F thar' were once of the higheſt Hierarchy, <— © 
JF now degenerated into the ſpirits we call 

if Devils, And for my part I muſt. confeſs; 

A thbar I think, the common diviſion of ſpirits - 
' Y much roo gexeral ; concciving it likely 
8 D 2 rhcre 
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there. may be. as great a wariety of Intel- | 
l:z#nual creatures in the ivifible world, as || 
there -is of Animals in the wiſible: and ff 
that all the ſuperiour, yea, and inferiour | , 
Regions, have their ſeveral kindes of þ- }} | 
rits differing in their »atural perfedtions: 

as well as in the kinds and degrees of their 

depravities, which being ſuppoſed, *ris |} # 
very probable that thoſe of the vaſeft and } - 
meaneF Orders are they, who ſubmit to 

the mention'd ſervilirzes, And thus the ſÞ a 
ſageſs and grandeur of the Prince offfl » 
darkneſs need not be brought anto que-ſ} c 
ſion. 


SECT. V. e7 


| Wo” 1 4 
_ (IV) the opinion of Witches ſeems ca 
zo ſome, to accuſe Providence, and tiff wi 
ſugge3# that it hath expoſed Innocents to theffl ma 
tury ad malice of revengeful Ficnds, ye 
and ſuppoſeth thoſe meſt obnoxious, fo 
whon we might moſt reaſonably expett 6 
more ſpecial tutelary care and protetiionſ i 
moſt of the cruel prattices of thoſe preſum't 
"OM ; Ind} . 
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| Inftryments of Hell, being "upon Children, 


who as they leaff deſerve to be deſerted 
by that Providence that ſaperintends 
all things, ſo they mo## need its guardian 
influence. 


Ce ———_— ——_— 


O this ſo ſpecions an Objeizor I 
have theſe. things to anſwer. 

(1) Providence is an unfathomable Depth; 
and if we ſhould not believe the Phero- 
mena of our ſenſes, before we can recon- 
cile thems to our xotions of Providence, 
we mult be grofler Scepticks than ever yet 
were extant. The ſeries of the refine 
life, the unequal diſtributions of good and 
evil, the ignorance and barbarity of the 
greateſt part of mankinde, the fatal adiſ- 
advantages we are all under, and the ha- 
zard we run of being eternally miſerable 
and undone ; theſe, I ſay, are things that 
can hardly be made ' conſiſtent with that 
wiſdom and Goodneſs that we are ſure hath 


© made, and mingled it felt with all things. 
f And yet we belicve there is a beauty and 


harmony, and: goodneſs in- that Providence, 


_ though we cannot axriddle it in particular 
inſtances ; nor, by reaſon of our -1gno- 
rance and imperfection, clear it from cox- 
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Fraditing appearantes; and” conſequently, 
we ought not. .te deny the being of #itches 
and Apparitions, 'becauſe they will create 
us ſome difficukies in our zotions of Pro- 
wvideuce. But to come more cloſe, (2) 
Thoſe that believe that Infants are Heirs 
of Hell, and Childjez of the Devil as ſoon 
as they are d;ſcloſed to the world, cannot 
certainly ofier ſuch an objeRion ; for 
what 1s a little 7rifling pain of a moment, 
to thoſe eternal tortures, to which, 'if they 
die as ſoon as they are born, according to 
the tenour of this Do@rine, they are ever- 
laſtingly expoſed > But however the caſe « 
ſtands as to zhat, tis certain, (3) That} #: 
Providence hath not ſecur'd them from] a 
other violexces they are obnoxious to, from p 
cruelty and accident, and yet we accuſe 7} e 
not when a whole Townful of 1»xocents 
fall a Yidimrto the rage and ferity of bar-| h: 
Earous executioners in wars and Maſſacres.ſ al 
;To which I add (4) That *tis likely thef # 
miſchief is not ſo often done by the evil þi-f| th 
rit immediately, but by the malignant in- he 


fluence of the Sorcereſs, whole power off] ce 
hurting conſiſtsin the fore-mention'd fer-f fr 
ment, which is infuſed into ber by the Faf th 
miliar. So that I, am apt to think there 6/4 


may be a power of real faſcination in the 
| | witches 
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witches eyes and imagination, by which fo" 
the moſt part ſhe atts upon zexder bodies® 
Neſcio quis teneros oculus = For rhe 
peſtilential ſpirits being darted by a ſpight- 
fal and wigorom imagination trom the eye, 
and meeting with hoe thar are weak and 
paſſive in the bodies which they enter, 
will not fail to izfet# them with a. zoxtozs 
quality, that makes dangerous and free 
alterations in the perſon invaded by this 
poyſonous influence : which way of ating 
by ſubtil and imvifible inftraments, 1s or- 
dinary and familiar in all natural efficien- 
cies. And,.*tis now paſt queſtion, that 24- 

tl tre tor the moſt part atts by ſubtil ftreams 
uf and _——_ of minute particles, which 
nf paſs' from one body to another. Or how- 

+ ever that be, this kind of agercy is as com 

5 crivable as any; of thoſe qualities ignorance 

| hath calYd ſympathy and antipathy, the re- 

5 abty of which we doubt not, though the 

manner of ation be unknown. Yea, the 

thing I ſpeak of is as cafie ro be appre- 
hended, as how #fection ſhould oats in 
certain ?erm0 ' ſtreams through the arr 
from one honſe to another ; or, as how 
the biting of a mad Dog ſhould fill all the 
blood and ſpirits with a venoms and ma- 
ban ferment ;, the application of the wer- 
D 4 tne 
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t#e doing the ſame in our caſe, as that of 
contatt doth in this. Yea, ſome kindes of 
faſcination are perform'd in this grofler and 
more ſenſible way, as by ſtriking, giving 
Apples, and the ſike, by which the gorta- 
g10us quality may be tranſmitted, as we ſce 
diſeaſes often are by the zteuch. Naw in 
this way of conjeure, a good account 
may be given why witches are moſt pow- 
erfal upon Childrey and timorows perſons, 
Viz. becauſe their ſpirits and imaginati- 
oxs being weak and paſſive, are not able 
to reſilt rhe fatal invaſion; whereas men 
of bold mindes, who have plenty of frag 
and wigorous ſpirits are ſecure from the 
contagion, as in peſtilential Airs clean bo- 
dies are not ſo liable to infetion as other 
tempers. Thus then we ſee *tis likely 
cnough, that very often the Sorcereſf her 
ſelf doth the miſchief, and we know, de 
fatto, that Providence doth not alwayes 
ſecure us from one anothers irjuries, And 
yet I muſt confeſs, that many times alſo 
the evil ſpirit is the miſchievoys Agent ; 
| though this confeſſion draw on me anather 
objection, which I next propoſe ; 
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| V. 
(V.) "Fx it may be ſaid, that if 


wicked ſpirits car hurt ws by 
the direQion, and at the defire of a Witch, 
one would think- they ſhould have the ſame 
power to do 8 injury without inftigation or 
compact; ard if this be granted, 'tis a 
wonder that we are not alwayes annoy d and 
infeſted by them. To which 


RETURN, . (1) That the laws, iber- 
T ies, and reſtraints of the inhabitants 
of the other world are to, us utterly «x- 
known ; and this way we can only argue 
our ſelves into confeſſions of our ignorance, 
which every. man muſt acknowledge that | 
is not as immodeſt, as ignorant. It muſt be. 
granted by all. that own the, being, power, 

and malice of evil ſpirits, that the ſecurity 

we enjoy is wonderful, whether they a& 
by witches or not; and by what Zaws 
they arc kept from making us a prey, to 
| ſpeak 
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yea, Why they . ſhould be permitted to 
tempt and ruine ns-inour Souls, and re- 
Rrain'd from touching, or hurting us in our 
Bodies, 1s a myſtery not ealily accountable. 
But yet (2) though we acknowledge their 
power to vecx and torment us in our bodies 
alſo; yer # reaſon may be given why they 
are leſs frequent in this kind of-miſchiet 
viz. becauſe their main defigns are levelFd 
againſt the intereſt and happineſs of our 
Souls, which they can beft promote, when 
their actions 'are moſt ſly and ſecret ; 
whereas did they ordinarily perſecute men 
\ in their bodics, their agency and wicked 
influence would be diſcover'd, and make 
a mighty noiſe in the world, whereb 

men would: be awaken'd to a ſutable and 
vigorous oppoſition, by the uſe of ſuch 


means as would engage Providence to re- 
ſcene - them from: their rage and cruelries ; 


and at laſt defeat them in their great pur- 
poſes of m_—_ us eternally. Thus we 
may concetve that the ſecmrity we enjoy 
may well etiough cofiſt with the power 
and-alice' of thole evil ſpirits ; vt up- 
oft this account we may ſuppoſe that Zaws 
of their own may prohibit their - an//- 
cenc'd injuries, - not from © any _ 
Ry * there 
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ſpeak like Philoſophers » we cannot tell <. 


doe Qt oe. a a. 


- | there is in their Coxſtitntmns, but in order 


to the more ſucceſsful carrying on the pro- 
jefts: of the dark Kingdoms, as Generals 
forbid plunder, not out of love to their 
Enemies, bur in order to their own ſuc- 
ceſs. And hence (3) we may ſuppoſe a 
Law of permiſſion to hurt us at the inſtance 
of the Sorcerefs, may well ſtand with the 
polity of Hell, fince by gratifying the wick- 
ed perſon they encourage her in" -e/ire 
and. revenge, and- promote thereby the 
main ends of their back confederacy, which 
are to propagate. wickedpefſs,. 'nd to ruine 


us in our eternal intereſts, "And yet (4) 


tis clear to thoſe thar believe the Z:/tory of 
\ the Goſpel, that wicked: ſpirits have vexed 
the bodies of men, without any /tigation 
that we read of; and arthis day *tis very 
likely rhat many of the ſfranze. accidewts 
and diſeaſes that betall us, may be the 7z- 
fiction of evil fpirits, ' pronipted ro hurt 
us only by the delight they take i miſchief; 
So that we cannot argue the tmiprobability 
of their hurting Children and "ethers by 
witches, from our. own fecrrity and free- 
dom from the effetFs of their malice, which 


perhaps we ſcel in more inftances than 


we arc aware of, . 


SBC To 
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SE CT. VII. 


VI. 


DOT (VI) another prejudice againſt 
the belief of Witches, , 4 preſum- 
prion wpon the enormous force of melan- 
' choly and imagination , - which without 
doubt can ds' wondertul things, and beget 
ſtrange perſwaſions ; and to theſe cauſes ſome 
aſcribe the preſumid effetts of Sorcery and 
Witchcraft, 'To which Ireply briefly; and 
yet L hope ſufficiently, 


LL ———_—_ 


(1) HAT to reſolve all the clear 
| | & circumſtances of Fa, which 
we finde gifþ well atteſted and confirnvd 
Relations of this kinde, into the power of 
aeceivable . imagination, is to make fancy 
the greater prodigy ;- and to ſuppoſe, that 
it can do —— feats than are believed 


of any other kinde of faſcination. And to | 


think that Pins and Nails, for inſtance, can, 
by the power of imagination be convey'd 
within the skin ; or that imagination, 


ſhould 


jp 
pup 
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ſhould deceive ſo many as have been wit- 
nefſes in objetFs of ſexſe, in all the circum- 
ſtances of diſcovery ; this, I ſay, is to be - 
infinitely more credulozs than the aſſertors 
of Sorcery and Demoniack Contratts. And 
by the ſame reaſon it may be believ'd, that 
af the Zattels and ſtrange events of the 
world, which our ſelves have nor ſcen, 
are but dreams and fond imaginations, and 
like thoſe that are fought in the clouds, 
when the braizs of the Lluded ſpeitatonrs 
are the only Theatre of thoſe fancied trenſ- 
ations, And (2) to deny evidence of 
fait, becauſe their imagination may de- 
ceive the Relators, when we have no rea- 
ſon to think ſo -but a bare preſumption, 
that there 1s no ſuch thing as 1s related, 1s 
quite to deſtroy the credit of all hamane 
teſtimony, and to make all »ex liars ina 
larger ſenſe than the Prophet concluded in. 
his haſte. For not only the melancholick and . 
the farciful, but the grave and the ſober, 
whoſe judgements we have no reaſon to 
ſuſpe& to - tainted by their 7aginations, 
have from their own knowledge and expe- 
rience made reports of this nature. But 
to this it will poſhbly be rejoyn'd, and the 
Reply will be another prejudice againſt the 
bclief for which I contend, 02. | 
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SE cT. VIII. 
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VII. 


h_ 


(VII.) HAT *tis a ſuſpicious circum- 


. flance that Wirchcrait is but 4 
. fancy, ſince the perſons that are accuſed are 
commonly poor and miſerable old women, 
who are overgrown with diſcontent and 
melancholy, which are' very imaginative ; 
and the perſons ſaid to be bewitch'd are 
for the moſt part Children, or people wery 
weak, who are eaſily impoſed upon, and are 
apt to receive ſtrong impreffions from 20- 
thing : whereas were there any ſuch thing 
really, *tis not likely, but that the more cun- 


ning a#d ſubril deſperado's, who might the - 


more ſucceſsfully carry on the miſchievous 
deſigns of the dark Kingdom, ſhould be 
oft ner engaped in thoſe black contederacies, 
and alſo one would expect effefts of the helliſh 
combination «pox others than the innocent 
and ignorant, 
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T O WHICH" Objet#ion it might 
perhaps be enough to'return (as 
hath been above ſuggeſted): thar- nothing 
can be concluded by zh and ſuch like ar- 
guings, but that the policy and menages of - 
the nſtruments of darkneff are to us alto- 


gether #pkyown, and as mnch'in the dark 


as their natures; mankinde being no 
more acquainted with the reaſons and me- 
thods of action in the other world, than 
poor Cottagers and. Mechanicks are with 
the intrigues of Government, - and reaſors 
of State, Yea peradventure (2): *tis one 
of the great deftgrs, as *tis certainly rhe 
intereſt, of thoſe wicked Agents, and  Ma- 
chinators, induſtriouſly to hide from us 
their 27fluences and wayes of ating, and 


* to work, as near as is poſſible, 'incognito'; 


upon which ſuppoſal *ris caſte to conceive 
a reaſon, why they moſt commonly work 
by, and upon the weak and the ignorant, 
who can make no-cunning obſervations, Or 


* tell credible tales to detect their artifice. 


Beſides (3) *tis likely a ffrong imaginati- 
0, that cannot be weakez'd or d;/turb'd 
by a byfie and: ſubtil ratiocination, 15 ane. 
ceflary. requiſite. ro thoſe wicked perfor. 
| mances 
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mances ; and without doubt an heipht- 
zed and obſtinate fancy hath a great influ- 
ence upon impreſſible ſpirits ; yea, and as 
I have conjecur'd . before; on the more 
paſſive and: ſuſceptible bodzes, And I am 
very apt to believe, that there are as real 
communications and intercourſes between 
our. ſpirits, as there are between material 
apents ; Which ſecret influences, though 
they are unknown in their nature, and wayes 
of afing, yer they are ſufficiently felt in 
their .effetts : - for experience atteſts, that ÞS1 
ſome by the very majeſty and greatneſs of in 
their /rits, diſcover'd by nothing but a 
certain zoble air that. accompanics them, 
will bear down others leſs great and gene- 
rows, and make them ſneak before them ; 
and ſome, . by I know not what ſ/tapifying 
vertue, Will tie up the Zopue, and confine 
the ſpirits of thoſe who are otherwiſe 
brisk and voluble. Which thing ſuppoſed, 
the influences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an 
active and enormous imagination, may be 
»align and fatal where they cannot be re- [WP 
tiſted ; eſpecially when they are accompa- Fr 
nied by thoſe poyſorons reaks that the evil F 
ſpirit breathes into the Sorcereſf, which 
likely are ſhot out, and applied by a fancy 
kelghaned and - prepared by —— F 
| | and 
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and diſcontent. And thus we may conceive- 
. why the »elancholick and enviows are uſed 
; upon ſuch occafions; * ah& for the ſame 
> reaſon the 2gnorart, ſince krowledge..checks 
and controuls imagination; and thoſe that 
abound much in the i24ginative facultics 
d6 not uſually exceed in' the rational: And 
perhaps (4} the Demo himf&t uſerh, th 
meg inarmn of \the witch \( qualified to 


his purpoſe,” eyen in thaſt adtions of mif- 
 hict which "are more properly his; for it 
Ws tnoſt probable, thar /irers at hot*.up- 
bn bodies" immediately, and by their naked 
ſence, bur” by meanes proportionate * Ang 
btable "#=/tr2ments 'thar they uſe 5 upon! 
which account likely *tis fo ftrialy requi- 
cd, that the' Sorcereff ſhould believe , that 
0. her zz34gization might be more at the 

= the . miſchievous Agent. And 
or the ſame reaſon + alfa. Ceremonies arc 
ed in 1nchantments, wiz for the beget- 
Flo rhis 'diabolical, faith, and heightning 
te facy to a: degree of ffrevgth and wi- 
wy ſnfiicient to make it a fir inſtrument 


dr the Acfign'd performance, Theſe 1 
ink are” reafons of likelihood and pro- 
Pability,”, why rhe helliſ confederates arc 
noftly the" 3g #07 art and the melancholick, 


SECT: 


paſs then to another prejudice, 
# $i E 


vm. | 
HE: frequent. im impoſturg 
; that are mit wi 
ane” bind es « bebeft, that. all bi 
relations are: jorgeries and. tales ; F 
*, arge the. evidence of 8 ſtory: b heb * 
Witches or Apparitions, SM 
9, two. 46. Gopn ſtrong ad 
ble, which ſhall CEE] in. lake I 
n; inferring thence, that. all othei 
are of the ſame quality and credit. But ſud 
arguers-may pleaſe to conſider, -. .. 


— ———rm——_ _ —_ f 
C83 -. HAT a j Tnole” "FEB, for . | 
=D  Aﬀfrmative, ſufficiently calf, 
frmed and arreſted, -is worth. a 'rhouſan 
tales of forgery and impoſture, , from whe 
an wniverſel. Negative cannot þe co | 
ded. So that, though al "the Objctify 
ſtories be zrae, .,and an hundred Umegi 
many more ſuch deceptions; yer one reld 
97, Wherein no Jallacy oJy js aud .could| 
_ Tu tn: for © our Affirmative, would { | 
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any Colfi coud be Fol an then 
n op | ey 


oj (2) TT ſeems to me a. beliet ſuſficient-. 
'Þ ly Sold and precarioms, that all theſe relats- 
ons of forgery and miſtake frond be-cer- 
© rain, and not oe among all, thoſe which 
oY atceſt the Aﬀirmative* reality, with cir- 
_ cumſtances as good as could be expected; 
"FJ or wiſh'd, ſhould be -#rae; bur all fabnlome 
1] and vaiz-, And. they (have ng reaſon tog 
A je& 77203 to the aflercors of: Server and 
"I n3rchiraft, that can ſwallow ſo. large, a: 
And I"defire ſuch Objedtors.to: 


K co 


I. 1K - 
ider,.. OY L \ 


*(3) WHETHER ir be. fair to. infery. 


A thar becaufe there .are ſome Cheats ang, 
MN mpoſtures, tht therefore there are no,gee; 
ties. Indeed frequency. of, deceit. and. 
Piaes vill wirrant 4 grener, care md 
"caution ." in. *examiring.;; and ſcrupaleſty. 
wb inf of ofehr co hogs wherein frond 
"Yath been _'pracficed, or may in the leaſt. 
Ad&tce be fees 1 Butz\, ts. concludes. 
Poecauſe rhar an old, woman's fancy abuſed. 
let,” or fome knaviſh fellows pur grichs. 
Don the 7g aerant and Fimoroze,” that there®.. 
"Yſote Whole 4/ſes have been.a thouſand 
Yiitnes deceived in judgements upon matters: 
| q fat, and numbers ot ſober perſons 
: wh E 3 have: 


have Ws. . Fo forern in Frifay ne per: 


#7 could "not idvantage them ; TI ſay, 
ſuch. inferences are as void of- reaſon, as 


they: are of chority and goods manners. 1 f 
— —_—_— - dh —_ _— i 
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aver, rpg 'E th 
B=: (IX) 1 may 44 fig ted: farth va 
That it t4n)i0t'be as i "what de; 31 

ſien the Devil ſhould have h dking, thoſe Ju 
ſolenin compats, ceaf, bo 0 f ; (cl 0 
debauch a and rachiimable diſpoſitions as th 
thoſe' with whom bes ſuppo Peel fe 2d to ati i ca 
rate, are pretty” "fecurely hit antecedentl, th 
#-the ns arid cannot be more (o , wi 


it, "fince they tanmot put their ſout s out of © 
poiÞbiliry of the Divine Grace, but by"the 
Sin that #. unpardonable ; or 4f they could 


ſo asſpoſe and give away ay # wil 
to Yo fone ſeem wery unlikely, t reat and 

ry Spirit ” ul oblige himſelf to . ſuch 
þ ſervances, and, ſeep ps a-do to ſecur 
the" ſoul of a filly body, which "(ryere 06 
bet ' it would be Vis, though He-pur hin N 
ſelf ito. no further trouble than Fhas of hi 
— temprations. 2p ol | 

nS pg 
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oF O.. WHICH : ſuggeftions *rwere*e- 
- £4. noughto ſay, that 'tis' ſuificientif 

"| the 7hing: be: well prov'd,:'though' the -2e- » 
| fi2r be not known: And ito: argue poy- 
"Nl 7evely 2 fine, is very  uncontluſive in-ſuch 
matters. : The Laws ard'afairs of the-o0- 
ther world (ashath been” intimated ate 
valtly differing from thoſe'of 'otir Refotis, 
and therefore *ris no wonders we cafffot 
judge of their defigns, when:'we know #6- 
hl thing of their menages,. *and: ſo /itte"'ot 
off their zarures. The ignorant. -lookeron 
| can't imagine what-the Liver means- by 
hf thoſe ſeemingly rude -lines and ſcravbls 
of which he intends for the rudiments: of 'a 
off TifFure ; and: the Fipures of Mathemitich 
ll Operation are non-ſenſe,” 'ahd"' daſhes tk 
[© venture to .one. un-inftrufted- in AMechas 
Ticks. Ve are: inthe dark tone! another's 
{E purpoſes and intendments-5 afid” thete' Wnt 
c<R+ thouſand intrigues in out” lierle markers; 

ret which will not. preſently'\confeſs'rHeir'de> 
{Fin even to.. ſag arioms - inquifitors. " iid 
w-I':crefore 'ris folly: and incogtrancy tovafs 
gue any thing one way or- other fron the 
Jig, of a lort of Beings, ' with whom 
Offne-{o-little communicate: ;-- and poſibly 
2; SB 3 we 
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we can take no more aim, or gueſs at 
their projedfs and defignments, than the 
$45jng Beaſts.'can-do iat ottts,/ wiien they 
-fee-.the - Traps -and Girs that are laid for 


. them, but underſtand norhing/ what: they 
.mean., Thus, in general. a 
£2: BUT I atrempr; ſamerhing more par: 
KCBr'Ys in,order to: which I muſt pre- 
Alle that. the: Devel is a'name for a Body 
Pelftck,, in_which: there are very different 
Orders and Degrees of Spirits, and perhaps 
1n. as; much; /4rg#ty of place. and fate, aj 
among out ſelves ;.fo that *ris-not one and 
the. ſame perſon char makes. all.che com: 
aQs with thoſe. abuſed and ſeduced Souls; 
pur they: are dizers, and thoſe *ris like of 
che, .meaueſt .and :baſeſt. quality in the 
Kingdom of darkneſs ; which being ſup- 
poled, 1 ofcr.this, account. of the probable 
defigs of thoſe: wicked Agents, viz. That 
having none to rule or tyrannize over 
within the Goa of ile own —_— and 
 ©ovgrnment,,. they aftect,a proud Empire 
—— (the die of xl ney nd 
thority being largely fpread through thi 
whole circnmference of degenerated nature, 
eſpecially among. thoſe, whoſe pride was 
thEir--orgginal trenſereſſion)' every one 0 
theſe then deſires-ro.get him Vaſlals to p 


oy 
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at him. EA a _ and to be employed 7 lik 
theſſ Slaves. inthe ſervices of his luſts WE. 


cy petites, to gratifle which dehire,, "cis Like, 
or enough to be,provided and. allowed by the. 
ey conſtitution, of . rheir . State and Goverw- 

ment," that every wicked ſpirit Thall have. 


ſervants and attendants, whom he can 
eatch in ſuch compadts ; as thoſe wild Beaſts 
thar we can take in hunting, are by the 
allowance of the Law our ewz; and thoſe 
Slaves that 2-man hath paurchas'd, ate _his. 
peculiar goods, andthe vaſlals of his will. 
Or rather thoſe deluding Fiends are like 
the ſeducing fellows we call Spirits, who. 
inveigle Children by their falſe and flat- 
tcting pronuſes, and carry them away to 
the Plantations of America, to be ſervilely 
employed there.in the works of zheir pro- 
ft and advantage. And as thoſe baſe Agents 
will humour and flatter the ſimple unwary 
Youth, ll they are on Ship-board,, .anc 
without the reach of thoſe that mighitre- 
I ſcue them from their hands : In like man- 
| ner the more auiſchievous Tempter ſtudies 
| fo gratific, pleaſe, and accomodate thole 
| he deals with. in this kind, till death hah 
lanch'd them into the Deep, and they are 
paſt the danger of Prayers, Repentaxce, 
E 4 and 
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thoſe” Souls as his property, and particular —<— — 
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and . £ndeavonrs ; and then He »ſeth them || 
as_pleaſeth Him. This account T think is 
not. uhreafonable, , and *will fully 'anfwer 


nalts* the pretence; That the Deſjpn is 
znconceiveable, RVOBITY 271 2G 2100097 
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UT then (X) we are ſlll liable to be 

' queſtion'd, how it comes about, that 

thoſe proud and. infolent Deſigners pra- 

ice in this kind upon ſo few, when one wonld 

 expett, that they ſhould be ſtill trading this 
Wy, and. every where be driving on the 

Ptoject, which the wileneſs of men, makes ſo 
ferſable, and would fo much ſerve the intereſt 

of their lufts; 7 > | 


_ —_ 


. 


O WHICH, among other things 
{ Y trhar might be ſugyeſted, Tretyrn, 
© (x) That we are never liable to be fo 
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about Ktoberaft. as, 

. betrayed and, abuſed, till by our wile 
aifpofutions andtendenicies we have, forfeited 

rhe Twtelary care, and'overſight of the detter: 

our givard and” defence agaiuft the malice. 
HER? 


"x A = 


violence ;of evil” Angels,” yer it may 
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a5 the LXX'* and” the "'/alrar, Latin, _ One 
cnftodimit * anihrinhs means] they take coun- 
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ſel 


is 
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fi t ether, ing, God: hath for y_uy VE. 
- RY i take hum, for there 
. Bur1 adde, (2) Thar 


the are will not ealily permit palpable 
rate < ; * berween the bad Pe 


- »  fince *ris like enough that, 
their own. "Laws and Government do'tov 
their frequent excyrſions into this 
world. Or, it may with as great probabi- 
kry be ſuppoſed, rhar tis # very hard. and. 
painful rhing, for them, to force their 5h 
= feruiome odies i into 4.vi/ible cor confilences 
and fuch ſnapes as arc. neceſſary: ;for 
ror defigns in. their correſpondencies with 
ploy gy Be ly this Ti their hooks 
mult nceds, ; be exceed! compreſs, 
which cannot well be. NL. « paina 
ſenfe. And. this is perhaps a. reaſon —_ 
there are ſo few. Apparitions,' and why: ap- 
praring [frits are commonly inſuch halt to. 
be gone, v4s.. that they may be deliver'd 
am, the unnatural preſſure of their tender, 
whicks,, which. I contels holds more, in, 
the <7Paritions of: good. than ys Spirits z 
moſt. Relations. of this | kinde, deſcribing, 
their diſcoveries of . themlelves, as very 
tranſient, .(thoitgh. forthale the Holy Sext-. 
pture records, there may be peculiar _ 
Ons 


*is-- very proba le, that. the ſtare. where-, 


on 
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ſor, why they are not j7 Wheteks, the 
wicked ones are notalrogether'{Þ quirk, and 
"haſty in theirYifirs : The reaſon of which 
probably is, rhe! great ſubrilty and renuity 
of the ROO of the ny 0 will 
require far greater ces of compreſſion, 
md Re Ee of Fe ms them 
viſible ; whereas the latter, are morc fe- 
culent and groff,, and ſo nearer allyed to 
palpable confiſtences,” and! more eaſily re- 
duceable to appearance and wiſibility. 

AT this turn, Str, you may perceive 
thac I have'again tnade uſe.ofthe Platonick 
Hypotheſis, That Spirits are embodied, uy- 
| on whichindeed # grear part of my Dif- 
- | cotirſe is grounded :* And therefore i hold 
| my ſelf obliged to a ſhort dccount of that 
| fuppoſal. 77 ſeems then'to me very ppo- 
. bable from: the Nature of Senſe, and 4- 

nalogy of Nature; For (1) We perceive 

i our ſelves, that all Sexſe is caus'd andex- 

cited by motion made in #atzer; and 
" when thoſe '»wfions which convey ſenſible 

impreſſions ta the "Brain, the Seat of Sepſe. 
| ate intercepted, \Sexſe is loſt: 'So that, if 
we ſuppoſe. Spirits perieQtly to be disjoyn'd 
from all matter, 'tis not conceivable' how 
they can have rhe'fenſe of any thing.; For 
how material *Objetts ſhould any way be 
492e, perceiv'd 
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matter, 'tis.not  poſlible. ro imagine. | Near 
of Nature, which: uſeth, not to make pre- 
 Eipitious leaps from one thing ro another, 
but uſually pracceds . by. orderly fleps and 
gradations : Whereas were, there no order 
of Reins between Vs, who. are ſo deeply 
planged into the grofleſt matter, and pure, 
unbodjed Spirits, *cwere. a. mighty jump 
in Nature. . Since then .the greateſt part 
of the' world conſiſts of the for portions 
of matter, and our - own Souls are im- 
zediately united unto theſe, *tis infinitely 
probable ro conjecture, | that the nearer 
orders of Spirits are vitally jozzd to ſuch 
Bodjes ; and ſo Nature by. Degrees aſccnd- 
ing ſtill by the more refo7d. and . ſubtile 
| matter, gets. at laſt to. the pure Ni or 
* Smmuterial - minds, which . the Platoniſts 
made the higheſt Order of created Beings. 
But of this I have diſcourſcd elſewhere, 
ahd have ſaid thus much of.it at preſent, 
becauſe it will enable me. to add another, 
Reaſon of the unfrequency of . Apparitiops 
and Compatts, viz. _ rt nad 
(3.) BECAUSE *tis-very likely, that 
theſe Regions arc very wnſutable, and dife; 
Proportion'd ta | the-. frame.-.and ener af 
: tNELT 
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dottiit (z.) ſeem ſutable ro. the Analogy | 
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their Senſes and ' Bodies , ſo that perha 
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able ; another Obje l 0, which I thus 
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(XI) JF THERE be ſuch: an: intercouy(s! 
Wicked, How comes it about that there uy. 
#s. correſpondence between Good: Angels ani: 
tbe: Vertuous? fince without rawbt theſe upt'? 
a4, defirous to: propagate the Spirit and' Di 


ſage of the uyyer and better warld, as thoſe 


are ta promite the Intereſt of the Kingdotii of 
Darkiiefs 2:;* if oo! (il "ti TO 
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FF HEGH- way vhargying -is' RAT: 
VV :frbobmtt 4aorance of he! SPHfs 
ad, Goverment: of- the: ther Wor 
which 2:4ffi be confeſt , and) may ; with 
prejudice to the Propoſition I defend: But] 
particularly, I ſay, (x) That we have 
- agree enough to believe, that Good Spirits 
o interpoſe in, yea, and goverz our Af- 
fairs, For that therc is a Providexce reach- 
ing from Heaven to Earth, is generall 
acknowledg'd ; but that #his ſuppoſerh all 


things 
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. Fro: and ſubſerviency to; the 'Vill of he 


of the. Ss 
ſome Tink, 1 1S.n0r Very Philoſeohicet tolup- 
3. fince, if, we judge by. he... 
of the: Natural? Piids things we-ſee are 
carryed., on..by; the enifory: of: Second 
Cauſes., 4nd. intexmediate Agents, And. i 
-nor ſeems.  Magnificens and Fecew- 
ing, an apprehe t the Supreme Numen, 
to. fancy Hig napbiee, hand in; every,tt+ 
ww Management. But”tis exceeding Nie 
Jy, — conjecure, that much-of che Gount- 
of us, and our Affairs, is'ca 
w9;the g's Spirits; with.a dug, ſubording- 


chick Reffor of jthe Univer ſe. And" rival 
abſurd to believe. that there is'g Gouert- 
ment runs from Higheſt to Loweſt, rhebet- 
ter and more, perfect ordets of Saber Nil 
ruling the i»feriour and lefs perfect 
one would fancy that perh = 
ngels- may Manage.” Ms » R$, we do. the 
Creatares that God and Nature have placed 
Under OUr- Empire. and Domingon, Bur baw- 
ever that is., . That God xyls the. lower 
"World by the «Miniſtery of. Angels, is very 
{ſpan to the ſacred Oracles. Thus; Dews. 
IL viit, ix. #hez the, neſt High doz- 
a the Natzons: their inheritance ,. when: he 
ſeparated 
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perate# thi fors of vs He ſer” the bounds 


"the people," Kar” ceded $yiter' ON , acchy. 
Wn 0 SFLORrTY of tht" Angels 's 00 


us the Sep##9g71t rerdersit's the Au 
I of which:F tanflarion; is abutidartly wy 
ited- and afferted; by irs being quored*in 
the New Teſtament, * Without notie = 

ie” Hebrewy Fextz even 'thereWheret ir 
from it', a8 learned mien'thave. ſeri, 
We know all ;\ thar Aiyels were very. Ft 
wiliay with the | Patriarch of old; > 

Fatrb's Lailder is 1 Myſterie; Which i imy 
ahcir miritring in the 'dfaits' of = poo 
 $r=Werld?” Thus 0723 and" others" whti- 
<erſtand:, \thar to/be' ſpoken'by the Pref 
Ueutial' Migels) " Ferem.” Ll; i%; we wont 
Shave healed BABY LON; bur ſhe is "not 
healed, farfake her, "\a#d 1" ts* go. Like 
[the has yur heard” oo + Yewple beiore Fs 
"taking 0 Peru] mm or LACY Msre/idy'g- 
4d = Foo: And before ' Nebuchadnezi2 
was ſent to-lcart” Wiſdowi and: Religion 
; the Beaſts, 2+ ſecs 2 watcher, ac- 
Evrditig 1 to*the"7o. an Ave; and' an "hut 
Owe  com® down frem htaven; Dian” W. 
"Xt. who?protiouncerh the fed: Decree "4- 
-pinſt Z7 and” calls Ir. the Decree of the 
-watchers, who" very probably were the 


"Gaerdian Gy of Himſelf and his KiPP- $9! 
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dom. And that "there are particular An- 
gels that have the ſpecial Rule and Govern- 
ment of particular 'Kin2doms, Provinces, 
Eities,. yea and of Peyſons, I know  no- 
thing that can make improbable : "The in- 
ſtance is notorious in Daxtel, of the Ar- 
gels of Perfia and Gracia, that hindred-the 
other that was cngaged fet the concerns of 
Tuadza, yea, our Saviour himſelt cells us, 
that. Children have their Angels, and the 
| Congregation of Diſciples ſuppoſed thar' 
; If St. Peter had hi. Which things, if they 
\ be granted, thegood Spirits have not ſo, 

little ro do with us, and our matters, as 

is generally believed, And perhaps * it 

would not be abſurd; 4f we 'referr*d*ma-' 

hy of the ffrarge thwarts, and unexpetted 

events, the diſappointments and lucky co- 

mecidences that betal us, the nnaccountable 

fortunes and - ſucceſſes, that artrend ſome 
lucky men, and the unhappy fates that .doz: 
others that ſeem, born tobe 2ziſerable ; the: 
Fame and Favonr that ſtill waits on fome: 
without 'any conceivable motive to allnre 
It, and the gereral xegletF of others more 
aeſerving, whole worth i$not acknowledg'd, 
Iay, theſe and ſach like 94d things, may' 
with the greateſt probability be reſolv'd 
90 'the Cordui# and Mepazes .of tnole 19- 
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_ wifible ſuperviſors, that. prelide over, and || 
govern our affairs. 
BUT if they ſo far concern themſelves 
. in our matters, how i it that they appear 
not to maintain @ viſible and conteſt cor- 
reſpondence with ſome of the better Mor- 
tals, who are moſt fitted for their Communi- 
cations and their influence> To which I 
have ſaid fome 7hings already, when I ac- 
counted for the anfrequency of Appariti- 
05; and I zow add what I intend for 
another return to the main Objeftion, wiz. ' 
(2.) THAT the apparition of good 
Spirits 1s not zeedful for the Deſigns od 
better world, whatcves ſuch may be forſ 
the intereſt of the other. For we haveſh,,, 
had the Appearance ' and Cohabitation of; 
the Sozz of God, we have Moſes and 
the Prophets,, and the continued 2nfluenceÞh,, 
of the Spirit, the greateſs Arguments toffſyn, 
ſtrengthen Faith, the moſt powerful Mo-Yhh, 
Fives to CXxCite our Love, and the Nobleſthie 
Encouragements to quicken aud raiſe our, 
Aeſires and hopes, any of which are more 
than the apparition of an Angel, which. 
would indeed be'a great gratification, q 
of the Animal Life, bur *rwould render. 
our Faith leſs noble and. leſs generou 
Were it frequently ſo afliſted : Bleſſed - 
| | the 
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they that believe, and yet have not ſeen. 
Befides which, the good Angels have no 
-Pſuch exas to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſlals to ſerve them, they being min- 
 Yfring Spirits for our good, and no ſelf-de- 
" Bfigmers for a proud and inſolent Dominion 
over us. And it may be perhaps not im- 
pertinently added, That zhey arc not al- 
wayes evil Spirits that appear, as is, I 
” {know not well upon what grounds, gene- 
L rally imagined ; Lo that the extraordina- 

detections of Murders, latent Treaſures, 
4 Balffied and unfulfilld Bequeſts, which are 
© Flometimes made by Apparitions, may be 
the courteous Diſcoveries of the better, 
and more benign Geriz. Yea, *tis not un- 
likely, that thoſe Warnings that the world 
ometimes hath of approaching Fudg- 
nts and Calamities by Prodigtes, and 
Oundry odd Phenomena, are the kinde 1n- 
0-Wermations of ſome of the Inhabitants of 
e 
Utforewarned before its ſacking- by Antio- . 


d 


ce 


Fon, becauſe they are zotorious inſtances, 


hey F 2 And 
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uſed. to” bad;purpoſes .by the Zealows- and 
the 1pnorart 3: Yet 1 think that the Argus 
ments that . are. brought by. a Jate very 

' Ingenious Author, to conclude againſk 

" ſach Warnings and Predidtons , in the 
whole kinde, ' are ſbort and anconſequenty. 
nd. built upon too. narrow Hypotheſein 
For it it be ſuppoſed, that there 1s a ſor tt 
of Spirits, over us, and about ns, wh 
can give a probable gueſs . at the mort 
remarkable futurities, 1 know not why iff: 
may not be conjectured, that the kindnel 
they have for us, and the appetite « 
fore-telling ſtrange things, and the puttin. 
the world upon expeQtation, which we fil J. 
is very grateful to our own Natures, mia 
not incline zhew alſo to, give -us ſonifiay 
general notice. of thoſe uncommon Event a7 
waich they foreſee. And I yet percey rl 
no rcaſon we have to fancy, that whatew: " 
.” ts, donc in this.kind, muſt needs be eitMWlrey, 
zmmediutely from Heaven , .or, from fin ; 
Angels, by. extravrdinary commiſſion. Wſprej 
appo:ntmhent, But. it ſecms to:me not Wiipain 
reaſonable .to. believe, that zhoſe | officiifſe/er 


Je) \, 
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thoſe approaching Calamitiesz to. which.allo 
their natural detire to: foretel, ſkzange, things 
to, come, may.. contribute. to incline them 
And by this Hypetheſis, the faireſt, probabilt- 
Hes, and ſtrongeſt ratiocinations. againſt Pro- | 
iy 44g7es, may, .be'. made unlerviceable.,.But 
this only by the way, _ _ ;.../ 3 if) 
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101 T Deſire it. may. be conſidered further,: - 
WL. (3.) .L HAT God himſelf affords his 
ol 2t24ctes , and: comverſes to the better 
louls, that. arc prepared for 2; which: is 
We priviledge infinitely beyond: Angelical cor; 

\ T7 oxdence.: * 4ry 40G 
Fc}; confeſs the proud, and” phantaſtick pre- 
tBreces of many of tae conceited Melancholiſts 
in tis age, ro Divine Communion , have 

Wprejudiced,. divers inteMipent. perſons: a- 

Wigainſt rhe. belzef. of any jo happy vouch- 
Aeferment ; fo tha;-they conclude the Do- 

11 _ | ; FA atrine 


58 _ Conſiderations 
&rine of immediate Commmunios with the 
Deity in this Life tro be bar anhizh flown 
motion of warme imagination , and over- 
tuſbious ſelf-flattery;, and 1 acknowledge | 
| have my ſelf had thoughts of this nature, 
ſuppoſing Communion with God to be no- 
thing elle bur the exerciſe of wvertue, and 
that peace, and thoſe comforts which' natu- 
rally reſult from ze. | 
- But I have conſidered fince, that God's 
more zear and immediate imparting him- 
{elf ro the ſoul that is prepared for tha 
_ happineſs by Divine Love, Humility, and 
Reſignation, in the way of a vital touch, and 
ſenſe, isa thing, poſſible in it ſelf, and wil 
be a great part of our heaven. That Gh 
is begun in Grace, and God is pleaſed to 
. give lome excellent ſouls rhe happy Ante 
_ paſt. Thar holy menin ancient rimes hav ſt 

fought and gloried in this injoyment , and 

never complain ſo ſorely as when it wal 
withheld, and interrupted. That the ex 
preſſions of Scripture 'run infinitely this wy 
and the eſt of Modern good men, do fron 


their own experience atteſt it. That 7h ho 
 ſpiritnalizeth Religion, and renders its #® of 


-poyments more comfortable , and deliciogy 
"That it keeps the ſoul under a o:vid ſer 
of God, and is a grand ſeairity againſt Tem 
LOO > OP ptation 
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pration ; That It holds it ſicady amid the <— 
flatteries of a proſperous ſtare, and gives it ; 
the moſt grounded anchorage , and ſupport 

_ amid the waves of an adverſe condition ; 
Thar *tis the nobleſt izcouragement to ver- 
ze, and the bigge/ allurance of an happy 
Immortality; 1 ſay, I conſidered: theſe 
weighty things, and wondred at the care- 
lefneſs, and prejudice of thoughts that oc- 
cafion'd my ſuſpcing the reality of fo 
glorious a priviledge ; I ſaw. how little 
reaſon ttere is in denying matters of 7. 
ward ſenſe, becauſe our ves do not feel 
them, or cannot form an apprehenſion of 
them.in our minds, I am convinced that 
things of g«ff, and reliſh muſt be judg'd by 
the athens, and wital faculties, and not by 
the zoetical exerciſes of ſpeculative under- 

i ſtandings : And upon the whole, I believe 
 infiniccly that the Divine Spirit affords its 
dg ſenſeble preſence, and immediate beatifick 

Touch to ſome rare ſouls, who are di- 

# veſted of carnal ſelf, and mundane pleaſures ; 

_ @ſtrated from the body, by Prayer and 

boly Meditation ; ſpiritual in their deſires , 

and ca in their affeit;ons ; devout Lovers 

i of God; and wertue, and Fenderly uffeti- 
JP te to all tie world; ſincere in their - 
ml 7s, and circumfpett in their aftions, in- 
F 4 larged 


> 
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larged in their ſouls, and clear in their 


minds: Theſe I think are the” diſpoſitions 


that are requiſite to fit us for Divine Com- 
union ; and God tranſadts not in this zear 
way, but with prepared ſpirits who are thus 
diſpoſed for the manifeſtation of his pre- 


ſence, and his 1afluence : And ſuch, T believe 


he never fails ro bleſs with theſe happy fore- 
taſts of Glory. | ths 

- But for thoſe that are paſſionate, and cor- 
ceited, turbulent and notional, confident and 
immodeſt , imperious and malicious ; That 
deat upon trifles, and run fiercely in the 
wayes of a SetF, that are lifted up' in the 
apprehenſion of the glorious prerogatives of 
themſelves, and their party , and ſcorn all 
the world beſides; For ſuch, I ſay, be 
their pretenſions what they will, to Divine 
Communion , illapſes, and diſcoveries, 1 be- 
lieve them not ; Their phazcies abuſe them, 
or they would us. For what communios hath 


' Light with Darkneſs, or the Spirit of the 


HOLY. ONE with thoſe, whoſe genius 
and wajes are ſo unlike him. Burt the other 
excellent ſouls I deſcribed, will as cer- 


tainly be viſited by the Divine preſence, and 


converſe , as the Chryſtaline ſtreams are, 
with the beams oof light, or the fitly pre- 
pared earth whoſe ſeed is in it ſelf, 
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to ſpeak thus +." _:. 
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will be actuated. by: che, Spirit of. Na- 
tare. ESC 
'So that, there is no reaſon to. .0Objett 
here the want of Angelical (ommunications, 
though there were . one vouchſafed us, 
fince good men enjoy. the Divine , which 
are infinitely more ſatisfattory ,. and- in- 
—_ 7 EE 
"" And now I may have leave tg .praceed. 


to the next" Objection, which may be. made 
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(XIL.) "JOHE,BELIEF. of Wirches 
As wot the wonders, things 
they are ſaid to perform by-the help of. # 


z 

(4 

' a2 >. 1 "$f BR Sm 6 ih 

| Confederate Dxmon, weakens ; oxr, Faith, 


and expoſeth the World to Wnfigelity in the 


great matters of our Religion. For if They 


hy Diabolical- afſiſtance, can inflict- and cure 


Diſeaſes, and do. things ſo mugs beyond, the 
- ophy , ard 


activity of common Nature ; What aſſurapce ' 
ran we have, that the Miracles that confirm 
$14 IEF, __ j- [LIENS 71G DVODIT Mut 


of like nature, ' and that Devils were not 
> out by Beelzebab ? 7f evil Spirits can 


fume Bodjzes , and render themſelves 


viſible 3» humane likenefs ; what ſecurity 
can 'we have of the reality of the ReſurreQion 
of Chrift > 4d if;by their help, Witches can 
enter Chambers inviſibly through Key-holes 
| #nd bittle uhperceived Cranfhies, and trans- 
form chemi 

ments of Divinity are there in our Saviour's 
ſbewing himſelf in the midſt of his Diſciples, 
when the Doors were ſhut, and his Trans- 
figuration i-the Monnt > Miracles are the 
great inducements of Belief, and how ſhall 
we - diſtinguiſh a Miracle from a Lying 
Wonder; 4 Teſtimony from Heaven, from 
#. Trick of the Angels of Hell ; if they can 
perform” things that aftoniſh and confound 
our Reaſ0ns, and ave beyond all the Poſſibilities 
of Humane Nature > This Objettion is 


piceful and miſchievous, but Irhus cndea- - 


your todifpatchir. 
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(x) T HE WONDERS done by 
Py Confederacy with wicked 


Spirits, cannot derive a ſuſpition upon. 


the undoubted cHMzyracles that were 


'6z, -\ Confalerations = 
onr Goſpel weve wit the effeits of «Compatt | 


clues at pleaſure ; what Argu- 


| > wrought | 


wrought by the Author and Promulgers 


ofour Religion, as if zhzy were performed 
by Diabelical Compatt, fince their Spiris, 
'Endeevours, and Deſigns, wete notoriouſly 
contrary to all rhe Tendencies, Aims, and 


 'Tmierefts of the Kingdome of Darkneſs. 
For, as to the Lite and Temper of the 


Blefled and adorable FESUS, we 
know there was an incomparable ſweetneſs 
in his Nature, Humility 1fn his Manners, 
Calmneſ in his Temper , Compaſſion. in 
his Miracles, Modeſty in his Expreſſions, 
Holineſs in all his Ations, Hatred. of 
Vice and Baſeneſs, "and © Love to . all the 


World; all which are eſſentially contrary 
to the Nature and Conſtitution of Apeſtate _ . 3 
Spirits, who aboundin Pride and Rawcour, 24 


Inſolence and Rudeneſs, Tyranny, and Baſe- 
eſs, univerſal Malice, and Hatred of Men. 
And their Deſigns are as oppoſite, as their | 
Spirit and _rineir Genim. And now, Can 
the Sz borrow its Light from the boftopy- 
leſs Abyſs > Can Heat and Warmth flow. 
in upon the World from the Regions: of 


' Snow and 7ce ?.' Can Fire freeze, and. Wa- 


ter burn > Can Natures, ſo infinitely con- 


' krary, communicate, and jump in projects, 


thar are deftruFive to each others known 


Intereſts? Is there any Balſome in” the 


Cocka- 


Tunition of- other circumſtances, the holt- 

eff, of his \Life,, the reaſonableneſs of his 

Religion, and the.excellency of his Deſigns, 

Added credit to his Works, and ſtrengthned 

__the great Concluſion, That. he (could. be nv 
other. than the Son of God, .and Saviour of 

the world. Burt. beſides, I ſay, 5 

* (2,) THAT fince infinite wiſdom and 
Goodneſs rules the World, it. cannot be 
concciv'd, that they ſhould give up the 

| | greateſt 


o hed 
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carry God's Seal and Power with them, for 
the confirmation of Falſboods, and gaining 
credit to Zpoſtors, without any. connter- 


_ evidence to diſabuſe rhe: World ; Man- 


kind is expoſed-to ſad and fatal deluſion. 
And to ſay that Providence will ſuffer'us 
to be deccived in things of -the greateſt 
concernment, when we uſe the beſt of 
our care and endeavours to prevent 1t;' 1s 
to ſpeak hard things of Ged;- and in <tiect 


_ to affirm,” That He hath nothing to do' in 


the Government of the Vorld, or doth 
rot concern himſelf in the affairs of poor 
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"greateſt part -of men to; wrevoidable idea 
 ception. And if evil Angels, by theit 
Confederates are permitted to performiſuch 
aſtoniſhing things, - as ſeem ſo evidently to 


forlorn Men. And it the: Providence 'and 


Goodreſf of God be not a ſecurity unto'us 
=_ ſuch Deceptions., we cannot: be 
aflured, but that we are alwayes abufed-by 


thole ziſchievous Agents, in the Objeits 


of plain ſenſe, and inall the matters:ot onr 


daily Conyerſes,” If ONE that pretends 
he is 79mmediately ſent from God, to overs. 
throw the ancient -Fabrick” of | Eftabliſbed 
worſhip, - and.'to erct a: Naw Religten' in 
His Name,. 'thall be borp-of-ai7irgr, and 
honour'd'by a m#raculews; Star:;" Pt _—_— 
c 


_ 


tous Wiſdom, beyond his Edncation and his 
Years: If He ſhall feed Multitudes with 
almolt . zothing, and faſt himſelf beyond 
all rhe poſibtzes of Nature : It He ſhalt 
be transformed into the appearance of 
extraordinary Glory, and converſe with 
«cparted Prophets in their viſible Forms : 
It He ſhall Cure all Diſcaſes without 
Phyſick or Endeawvonr, and raiſe the Dead to 
Life after they have ſtunck in their Graves : 
If He ſhall be honoured by Yoices from 
" Heaven, and attra& the univerſal worder 
| of Princes and People : If he ſhall allay 
Tempe#ts with a Beck, and caſt out Devils 
with a word : If he ſhall foretell his own 
Death particularly, with its Tragical Cir- 
cumſtances, and his Reſurrefion atter it: If 
the Yeil of the moſt famous Temple in the 
world ſhall be rent, and the Sun darkened 
at his Funeral: If He ſhall, within the 
time foretold, break the bonds of Death, 
and lifr up his Head out of the Grave: If 
Aultitudes of other departed Souls (hall 
ariſe with Him, 'to attend at the Solemmnity 
of his Reſurrettion : If He ſhall after 
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ed.by a Song of ſeeming Angels of Lights 
and ; Porſhipped by the wiſe Sages of the 
World; Revered by thoſe of the greateſt 
. auſterity, and admired by all for a miracu-' 


Death, | 


| Death,. viſibly comverſe, and! ear, and 
| drink with divers Soy. who could - 
| | not be deceived in 4marter' of clear ſenſes 
| and aſcend in Glory in the preſence of 
an aſtoniſht and admiring Multitnde : I 
ſay, if ſuch a One as this ſhould prove a 
Diabelical Impoſtor, and Providence ſhould 
rmit him to be ſo credited and acknow- 
Lend ; What poſhbility were there then 
for us tro be aflured , that we are not al- 
wayes' deceived 2 yea, that our very Fa- 
culties were not given us only to delude 
and abuſe us? 'And if fo, the next Con- 
cluſion is, That there no God that juds- 
eh in the earth ; and the beſt, and moſt 
likely Hypotheſis will be, That the world is 
given up to the Governement of the Devil. 
Bur if there be a Providence that ſupervi- 
ſeth us, (as nothing is more certain) doubt- 
leſs,it will never ſuffer poor helpleſs Crea- 
tures to be inevitably | trier? y the craft 
and ſubtilty of their miſchievous Enemy » 
to their undoing ; but will without que- 
tion take fuch care, that the works 
wrought by Divine Power for the Confir» 
mation of Divine Truth, ſhall have fuch 
viſible Marks and Signatures, it not in 
their Natzre, yct in their Circumſtances, 
Ends, and Deſigns, as ſhall diſcover —_ 
zhey 
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a while,: yet -He hath;,and will ſo provideih 
that they, ſhall be baffled and diſcreazted:; 
as we know it was in the caſe of Moſes and hot 

" the eAfgyptian Magicians. 
Theſe .things: I count .ſuſacient tro beKpr 
ſaid to this /aſt, and {{hrewdeſt Objection ; 

Though ſoxz, I underſtand; excepr, thath 
have made it /trozger, then the a»ſwer Irs 
have. applyed. That, I have urged rhea 
argument of unbelievers. home; and repre» 
ſented it.in it's full frexpth 1 ſuppole can 
be no matter of juſt reproof';. For to triumph 
over the. weakreff of a. Canſe, and to over- ity; 
look it's frength, is the trick of ſhallow,and 
zntereſſed Diſputers, and the worſt way to hl! 
defend a Good Cauſe, .qr contute a bad one: th 
L have therefore all along urged the moſt Fhei 
cogent things I could. think of, for the fhr 
intereſt of {x objeiters,, becauſe I would 
not-zpoſe upon my Reader or my. ſelf; and 
the frozger I make. their premiſes the , more 

- ſhall T weakex their concluſion, it 1 anſwer. 
them ; ( which whether 1 have doze,. or 
not, T refer my ſelf to. the judgments of 
the zngentioss, and conſtderate ;) fromwhom þ 


L 


ty ſhould be very glad to be informed in 
ndBphar, particular points-my Difcourſe is 
ueficſeftive z General Charges are no proofs, 
Sor are they caſily- capable of an anſwer. 
Wt, to the wertiond exception I ſay 

| That the /frengrh of the Objection is 
d Bot my favlt, .tor the reaſons alledg'd ; and 
ſor the ſuppoſed incompetency of my return, 
<Fpropoſe, that it the circumftances of the 
3Werſons, Ends, and Iſſues be the beſt Notes 
Lf Diſtinction berween true Miracles, and 
LErgeries, Divine, and Diabolical ones, 1 
Ie ſave then ſaid exongh to ſecurd the miracles 
four Saviour, and the Holy men of Ancient 
Kmes. Bur if cheſe Objefors think, they 
an give us any better, or more z»fallible 
teria, I deiire them to weigh what I 
dave oFer'd about Airacles in ſome of the 
0 Þllowing leaves, before they enter 7hat, 
: Wowzht among their certainties. And it 
i Fieir other marks of difference will hold, 
e Þptwithſtanding thoſe allegarions, 1 ſuppoſe 
- le inquiſiteve believing world would be- 
c 
x 
7 
f 
q 
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ad to know them ; and I ſhall have par- 
* Fevlar obligations to the diſcoverer, for the 
Seth with which he will thercby aflift 
y, Anſwer. | K7 
Bur rill I ſee, thar; I can ſay nothing 
Fozger, or if Tſaw it, which FE ſhall. not - 
7 G if 


no. Conſiderations ' 

in haſt expe&, Iſhould not be convincedſ - 
bur that the circumſtances robe: rm which} 
I have noted, are aboundantly ſfficzent to} 
diſarme the objettion ;, and to ſhew, thay © 
though Apparitions,”itchcraft,and Diaboliul 
wonders are admitted : yet none of zheſel} w| 
can faſten any flurre, or ground of dangeriu of 
doubt upon the miraculous periormances ff to 
the H. FESUS and his Apoſtles. If thi its 
diſſatisfied cam (hew it, I ſhall yield my id 
ſelf an humble proſelre to their Reaſon ani 
bur till I know them, the gezera/ſuggeſtial the 


will not convince me. | Bby 
NOW-, beſides what I have direalis | 
ſaid ro the main Objeton,T have this ro ad Fri 
to the Ovjedfors, That I could: wiſh thiffzh; 
would take care of ſuch Swggeſtions ; whitiitha 
it they overthrow not the Opinion tity 
oppoſe, will dangerouſly affront the Reliyifb/, 
on they would ſcem to acknowledge. Mſn 
he thar ſaith, That if there are VVIT CHEſeon 
there is no way to prove that Chriſt JlſGo 
Was not a Magician, and Diabolical ImpoſMeait 
puts a deadly Weapon into the hazas Kltte: 
the 7nfidel, and is himſelt next door to linen 
SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST :W t 
which, in'order to the perſwading gre; 
tenderneſs and caution in ſuch mattersgÞnde 
give this ſhort account, , Yon 
| | EC 


 aboutWitchcraft, 5t 
: | SE CT. XV 


A HE S1N againſt che Holy Ghoſt is 
al © | ſaid tro be Uzpardonable .; by 
ch which ſad Attribute, and the Difcoitls 
fl of our Sawzjour, Mat, XII. from the xxil: 
to. the xxxiii, verſe, we may wnder/tan 
Ml its Nature. In order to which we cons | 
ll fider, Thar. fince the ©Mercies of God, 
vi and the Merits of his Som, are infinite; 
FF there is nothing can make a Sin anpardonable, 
'Ybut what makes it 2zcarable; and there - 
alis no Sin but what is curable by a frog 
a Faith, and a wigorom Endeavour: For "I 
lf zhings are poſſible to him that believeth, So 
[that , That which makes a-Sin curable, 
\Fmuſt be ſomewhar that makes Faich 7r4poſ- 
If/-,and obſtrudts all means of Conviction. 
Yn order to the finding which, we munfk 
IEFconfider the wayes and methods the Divine 
Goodneſs hath taken, for the begetting 
/Faich, and cure of Tnfidelity. : which 16 
© Fittempted, firſt,by the Prophets, and boly. 
0 When of antient times, who,by the excellency 
Wt their DodZrize, rhe greatneſs of: their 
el8-Mzracles, and the holineſs of their Lives, 
5Endeavoured the conviction and retorma- 
lon of a ſtubborn and unbelieving World. 
<7 Cs 2, Bur 
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But though Few believed their report, and 


- Mefi'would not be prevail'd on by what 


they did, or what they ſad; yet their 
Infidelity was not hitherto 7zcurable , be- 
cauſe further ears were provided in the 
Miniftry of Fohn the Baptiſt, whole Lite 
was more ſevere, whoſe DodGtrines were 
more plain, preſſing and particular : and 
therefore *twas poſſible rhat He might have 
ſucceeded. Yea, and where He failed, and 
£0u1d not open mens hearts and their cyes, 
the "Effet was ſtill in peſſbslity, and # 
might be expected from Him: that came 
afrer, to whom the Prophets and Fohy 
were but- the' Twilight and the Dawn. And 
though Hi miraculous Birth,, the Song of 
gels, the Journey of the wiſe Mer o 
the Eaft, and the correſpondence of Pro 


phefies, with the Circumſtaxces of the firilf 


5 


>, xjgton of the wonderful Infant : | 
wh though theſe had not been taken notice 
_ of,” yet was there a further proviſion 
made. for the ' cure of Infidelity, in his 
aftoniſhins wiſedom, and molt, excellent 
Dottrines; For, He ſpake 4s never Mu 


aid. And when Theſe were deſpiſed and; 


negleed, yet there were other ears ic 
wards Convidtion, and Cure of Unbelief, Ul 


thoſe mighty works that bore Teſtimony aff ** 


the 


Him , and wore the evident marks of 
Djvine Power in their forcheads. Burt. 
when after all,, Theſc clear and ungueition-: 
able Miracles which were wcought by'the- 
Spirit of God, and had eminently his 
| Superſcription on them, ſhall be aſcribed 
to the Agency of evil Spirits, and Diabolical 
4 corper?, as they were by the malicions. 
and ſpightful Phariſees in the periods above- 
4 mentioned ; when Thoſe great and. {FF 
Teſtimonies againſt Infedelity, '(hall be ſaid 
to be buc the Tricks of Sorcery, and Com- 
plotment wich Helliſh Confederates, This 
is Blaſphemy in the higheſt , againſt :rhe 
Power and Spirit of God, and ſuch as cuts 
off all »2eans of Conviction, and puts the 
Unbeliever beyond all poſſibilities of Care. 
For Miracles are God's Seal, and the great 
and laſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 
arine, And though, - while zheſe are on- 
ly diſ-belteved as to the FatF, there re- 
mains a poſſibility of perſwaſionz yet, when 
the Fat? ſhall be acknewledg'd, but the 
Power bliſphemed, and the efets of the 


if Pewils ; ſuch a Blaſphemy, ſuch an 1fidelity 
Is zxcurable, and conſequently. nnparden- 
© «lc. I ſay, in ſumme, - the Sin againſt 
|| the Holy Ghoſt ſcems to be a maliciors im- 
b G 3 prutation 


{| adorable Spirit maliciouſly imputed to the____ 
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Patation of the Miracles wrought by the' 
Spirit of God in our Saviout to Satarnical 
Confederacy , and the power of Apoſtate 
Spirits; Then which , nothing is -more 
blaſphemons, and nothing is more like to 
provoke the Holy Spirit that is ſo abnſed 
ro an Eternal Dereliftion of fo Vile and fo 
.. Tnenrable an Unbeliever. j 
-.- THIS account, as *tis clear and rea- 
ſonable in it ſelf, ſoit is plainly lodg'd in 
the mention'd Diſcourſe of our Saviour. 
And moſt of thoſe that ſpeak other things 
about it, ſeem to me to talk at random, 
and perfeRtly without Book. -But to leave 


them to the fondneſs of their own conceits, #: 
I think it now time to draw up to a Con-' 


cluſion of the whole, 


— 


—  — 


SECT. XVI. 


— 


'T HEREFORE bricfly , Sir , I have 
endeavoured in theſe Papers, which 
my reſpe& and your concernment in the 
ſubje& have made yours, ro remove the 
. main prejudices I could think of, againſt 
the exiſtence of witches and Apparitions : 

and I'm ſure I have ſuggeſted much more 


againſt |. 
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noainſt whar I defend, than ever I heard 


09 vw 3 


.. , 


br ſaw in-afy that oppoſed it ; whoſe 
Diſcourſes, for the moſt part, have ſeemed 
to me inſpired by a lofty ſcorn of common 
belief, and ſome 7rivial Notions of Vulgar 
ens Te And in deſpifing the Common 
Faith about matters of Fact, and fondly 
adhering to #f in things of Speculation, they 
yery grofly and abſurdly miſtake * For 18 
things of Fa, the People are as much to 
be believ'd, as the molt ſwbtile Philoſophers 
and Speculators ; ſince here, Senſe is the 
Judge. . But in matters of Notions and 
Theory, They are not atall to be heeded 


becauſe Reaſon is to be Judge of theſe, an 
F/# they know not how to uſe. And yet 


thus it is with thoſe wiſe Philoſophers, thar 
will deny the plain. evidence pf the Senſes 
of Mankind, becauſe they cannot reconcile 
#pearances with the tond Crotchets of a 
Philoſophy, which they lighted on in: the 
High-way by chance, and will adhere to at 
tdventure, & that I profeſs, for mine own 
part, I never yet heard any of the confident 
Declaimers againſt witchcraft and Appari- 
tons, ſpeak any thing that might move 
a mind, in any degree inftructed in the 
generous kinds of Philoſophy, and Natare * 
of things, And for the ObjeFions 1 have 
| ; G 4 recited 
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recited, they are moſt of ' thein ſuch ay 
roſe out of mine own thoughts, which 1 
obliged to conſider whar was poſſible tg 
be ſaid upon this occaſion. | 

For though I have examined SCOT'S 
DISCOVERY, tancying that there I ſhould 
find the frong reaſons of mens dil-belict in 
this matter ; yer I profeſs I met not with 
tbe leaſt ſuggeftion'in all that Farrago, but 
what it had been ridiculous for me to have 
. Cone abour to \a#ſwer : Far the Author 
doth little but tell odd Tales, and filly Ze- 
gends, which he confutes and laughs ar, 
and pretends zhis to be a Confutation of the 
Being of witches and Apparitions. In all 
which, His Reaſonings are trifling and 
Childiſh ; and 'when He ventures at Philo- 


«. ſophy, He is little better than abſurd: So 


* that *rwill be a wonder to me; if any but 
Boyes and Buffoons imbibe any Prejudices 
againſt a Belief ſo infinitely Confirmed, 
from the Looſe and 1xzpotent Suggeſtions of 
ſo-weak a Diſcourſer. 
- - But however obſerving two things, in 
that Diſcourſe that would pretend to be 
more. then ordinary Reaſons , I ſhall do 
them the civility to examine them. Ir is 
ſaid rhen, | 


(1.) That uh 


{10 


Hat the Goſpel is fitent, as to 
the being of WITCHES , and'tis 


Saviour or his Apoſtles had givenintimations 
of their exiſtence. The other'is, 


(2.) Iracles are ceaſed, and there- * 
. fare the prodigioms things ' 
aſcribed to witchcratt are ſuppoſed 


Dreams and Impoſtures. | 


FOR ANSWER to the FIRST in order, 
I conſider ( 1. ) That though the Hi#ory 
of the New Teſtament were granted to be 


filext in the Bulineſs of witches and Compatts, 


yet the Records of the Od have a frequent 


. mention of them. The Zaw, Exod. XXII, 


XViii, againſt permitting them to [ave (which 
I mention'd in- the beginning ) is famone. 
And we have another — prohibition 
of them, Deut, XVIII. x, Xi. There ſhall 
ot be found among. you any one, that maketh 
his ſon or his daughter paſs through the. Fire, 


or that uſeth Divination, or an Obſerver of 


Times, or au Enchanter, or 4 WITCH, or 4 
Charmer,or a Conſulter with Familiar Spirits, 
8r 4 Wizard, or a Necromanxcer. Now this 


- accumulation of Names, (ſome of which 


arc 


"bom Vircherlft, 97 
G6.) 1 


} not likely, if there were ſ#ch, but thar our 


are of the ſame ſenſe and import) is a plain | 
indication that the HEBREW WITCH was 
one that practiced by "compa? with evil 4, 


ſpirits. And many of the ſame expreffions 


| are put together in the charge againſt 


eManraſſes, 11 Chron. XXXIII. vis. Thar 
he cauſed his Children to paſs through the 
Fire, obſerved Times, uſed: Inchantments, 
and Witchcraft, and dealt with Familiar 
Spirits,and with FIZARDS.- vo that though 


\ 


the original word which we render WITCH 


and #ITCHCRAFT ſhould, as our Sad- 
duces urge, fignifie only a CHEAT and a 
' POYSONER; yet thoſe others mention'd, 
plainly enough ſpeak the thing, and Thave 
given an account in the former Confidera- 
#025, how a WITCMin the common notion 


| ts a Poyſoner, But' why meer poyſoning ſhould: 


| have DE Law againſt it, and not be 
concluded under the general one againſt 


Murder ; why meer Legerdemain , and 


Cheating ſhould be ſo ſeverely animadverred 
on, as to be reckon'd with nchantments, 
converſe with Devils, and 1dolatrous pra- 
ices: L believe the denyer of WITCHES 
will find it hard to give a reaſon. To which 
I may add ſome other paſlages of Scripture 
that yield ſufficient cvidence in the caſe. 


The Nations are forbid to hearken to the 
: | Diviners, 
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| Diviners, Dreamers, Inchanters, and Sor- 

& cerers, Jer. XXVII. tx. The Ehaldeans are 

"F deeply threatned for their Sorceries, -and 

1 5 Eamon; Iſa. XLVII. ix. And we 

read that Nebuchadnezzar call'd rhe Magi- , +4 

 Gians, Aſtrologers, Sorcerers, and Chaldaans, " 
to tell his Dream [My mention of which |_ 
laſt, minds me to {ay, that for ought T 
have to the contrary, there may be a ſort 

of Witches and Pagicians that have. 
no Familiars, that they know, nor any ex- 
preſs compatt with Apoſtate Spirits ; who 
yet may perhaps act ſtrange things by Di- 
abolick aids, which they procure by the uſe 

of thoſe forms, and wicked Arts_that rhe 
Devil did firſt impart to his Coxfederates : 
and we know not but the Laws of that 
Dark Kingdom may injoyn a particular atten- 
dance. upon all thoſe that practice their 
Myſteries, whether they kxow them to be 
theirs, or not. For a great intereſt of their 
Empire may be ſerved by this project, ſince - 
thoſe that find ſuch ſucceſs in the #»krown 
Conjurations, may by that be toll'd on to 
more expreſs tranſattions with thoſe Fiends, 
that have aſſiſted them zncognito: Or, if 
they proceed not ſo far, yet they run upon 

a rock by aQiing in the dark, and dealing 

in unknown, and unwarranted Arts, in 


which | | 
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ground of more then ſuſpicion that ſome 
evil Spirit is-the Agent in thoſe wondrous 
performances. ES 

Upon this account I ſay, it 1s not to me 
unlikely but that the Devils may by their 
own Corſtitution be bound to attend upon 
all that uſe their ceremonies, and Forms, 
though i2zorantly, and without defign of E- 
; vil; and ſo Conjuration may have been per- 
formed by thoſe who are none of the Cove- 
naxt-Zorcerers and UWitches. Among 
thoſe perhaps we may juſtly reckon Balaam, 
and rhe Divizers. For Balaam, Moncens 
hath undertaken to clear him from the gail? 
of the greater Sorcery, And the Diviners 
are uſually d;#;zly mentioned from thoſe 
that had familiar Spirits. The Aſtrologers 
alſo of Elder times, and thoſe of ours, L 
take to have bcen of this ſort of 2dagiciars, 
and ſome of them under the colour of that 
Myſtical Science, worſe. And Iqueftion not, 
bur that. things are really dove, and fore- 


-——-> #old by thoſe pretended Artiſls, that arc 


much beyond the regular poſſibilities of 
their Art ; which in his appears to bc ex- 
ceedingly uncertain, and precarious, in that 
there are no leſs then ſix wayes of ereing a 


which:the effect is much beyond the proper | | 
effxiency of the things they uſe, and atiords FI 


- = ov tie an fa ©@> Fo A -*wln 


Scheme, 


a4 Aw Dec cos 


about VVitchcraft. 8 


Scheme,” in each of which the /predi(Fion,of 


*Everts (ball be different, and yet every qne 


of them be juſtifiable by the rules of thar 
Science, And the ig 11 they go upon, 
are found to be very arbitrary, and wunphilo-. 
ſophical, not by the ordinary Declaimers 


again(t it,but by the moſt profound inquirers —— 


into things, who. perte&tly underſtavd the 


whole 245/tery, and are the. only competent 


__ 
Now thoſe Myſtical Students may in 
their firſt addrefſcs to this Sciexce,. have no 
other deſign, but the ſatisfaQtion of their, 
Cariofity to know remote, and hiddes things, - 
Yet that in the progreſs being nor ſatisfied. 
within the bounds of their Arr, doth many: 
times tempt the. Curio Inquirer to. I 
worſe means of I»formation ; and .no doubr 
thoſe -iſchievors Spirits that are as vigilant, 
as the PeaFfs of prey, and watch all occaſions 
to ger us within their, exviows reach,are more 


© - 


conſtant attenders, and careful Spyes upon 


the ations, and inclinations of ſuch,whoſe. - 
genius, and defignes prepare them for their — 
Temptations. So that I look on Judicial | 
Iſtrolo as a fair introduction to SOYcery, 
and witchcraft, And who knows but that 


_ it was firſt ſer on foot by the 7»fernal Hun- 


ters,as a lure to draw the Carioſs's inta-thoſe 
| {narcs 
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ſnares that"lye hid beyond it. And yer, 1 
believe alſo, It may be iocently enough 
fiudied by thoſe, that aime only to under- 
ſtand what #t s, and bow far it will hoxeſftly 
£0; and are not willing to condemn any 
thing which they do not comprehend. But 
—rhat They muſt take care to keep themſelves 
within the bounds of ſober enquiry, and 
not indulge irreewlar ſolicitudes about the 
Knowledge of things which providence hath 
thought fit to conceale from us; Which 
who ever doth, layes himſelf open to the 
deſignes, and ſollicitations of Evil Spirits, 
and I believe' there are very few amon 
thoſe who: have been addicted ro hoſe 
Frange Arts of wonder, and prediftion, but - 
have tound themſelves attacqued by ſome 
unknown ſollicitours, and 'inticed by them 
to the more ' dangerous Aitions, and Corre- 
ſpondencies. For as there are a ſort of baſe, 
and ſordid Spirits that attend the exvy, and 
malice of. the ignorant, and *wiler fort of 
perſons, and berray them into Compadts by 
" promiſes of Revenge ; So,nodoubr,there ate 
| kind of more azry, and Speculative Fiends, 
of an higher rank, and order then thoſe 
wretched Inps, who apply themſelves to 
the Curiows : and many times prevail with 
them by {offers of the more recondite know- 
| ledge 
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| ledge. As we know it was in the frſt femup- | 


tation, Yea," and ſometimes they are fo 
cautious, and wary in their Converſations 

with more 7efined perſons, that they never 
offer to make any expreſs covenants With 
them. And to this purpoſe T have bcen 
informed by a very learned, and Reverend 
Dr. that one M, ” Edwards a Maſter of Arts 
of Trin. Coll, in, Cambridge being reclaimed 
from (onjuration,declared inhisRepentazce, 
that the' Damon alwayes appeared to him 
like a mari of good faſhion, © and never re- 
quired any Compad# from him.” And 'no 
doubt, They ſort themſelves agreeably to 
the /tate, port, and genius of thoſe with 
whom they Converſe ; Yea, *tis like, as 1 


 conjeftured ,. are aſſiſtant ſometimes to 


thoſe, to whom they dare not ſhew them- 
ſclves-in any operneſf of 'appearance, leaſt 
they ſhould friz ht them! from thoſe wayes 
of Sin, and Temptation. So that we lee, 
that Men may aG&t by evil ſpirits without 
their own knowledge that they do fa... ©. 
And poflibly Nebuchadnezzar's wiſemen 
might be of this ſort of Magicians; which 
ſuppoſal I mention the rather becauſe ir 
may ſerve me againſt ſome things that may 
be objected : For, it may be fad, It They 
had been in Confederacy with Devils, it 1s 

not 


Revelation ; 
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' not probable, that Daxiel would have been 
---> their Azvecate, or in ſuch zoffenſive tertnes 
have diſtinguiſht rheir skill, from. Divine 
| nor ſhould He, ene weuld 
think, have accepted the office of being 
Provoſt over them. Theſe Circumſtances 
may be ſuppoſ'd to intimate a probability, 
that the Mags of Babylon were 1nno profeſt 
Dzabolical Complotment, and I grant it. But 
yet they mzzzht, and in all likelyhood did uſe 
the Arts, and Methods of ation, which ob- 
tain Demonaick Cooperation, and aſſiſtance, 
though without their prevety, and fo they Þ 
were a leſs Criminal ſort of Conurers ; For 
thoſe arts were conveyed down along to fltc 
Them from one hand to another,and the ſuc- 
ceflours ſtill rook them up from thoſe that 
preceded without a Philoſophical Scrutiny, 
of Examen, They ſaw, ſiran c 
doze, and Events predicted by ;ſuch forms, 
and ſuch words ; How, they could not tel], 
Hor *tis like, did not zzquire,. but contented 
themſelves with this gemera{ account, that 
_ *rwas by the power of their Arts, and were 
not ſollcitous for any better reaſon. This I 
ſay was probably the caſe of moſt of thoſe. 
Predictors, though, it may be, others of 
them advanced further into the more deſ- 
perate part of the Myſtery, And that ſome 


things were 


did 


\ 


: Th 


did immediatel tranſatt with appearing evil 
Spirits in thoſe times, is apparent enough 


from expreſs* mention in the Scriptures I 


have alledp'd. | py 

. Andthe ſftoryofthe wITCHof ENDO R, 

1 Sam, XXVIII. is a remarkable demon- 

| fration of the main concluſion; which will 
appear when we have conſidered, and 


temoved the faxcy, and ghoſſes of our Author 


abour it, - in_his DISCOVERY : where to 
avoid this evidence, he affirms, This 
#ITCH to be but a Cozexer, and the whole 
renſattion a Cheat and Impoſture, managed 
by her ſelf, and a Confederate. And in order 
tothe perſwading thi, he tells a fine Tale, 
viz. :That ſhe departed from Saw into her 
Kbſer, Where doubtleſs, - fayes he, ſhe 
had a Zamiliar,ſome lewd crafty Prieſt, and 
"made Saul ſtand at the Door like a Fool, ta 
Tear the Cozerning Anſwers. He ſaith, ſhe 
there uſed the ordinary words of Cozju- 
ation; and after them, Samnel appears, 
Whom he affirms to be no other than either 
the itch her ſelf, or her Confederate. - By 
ls pretty kzack and contrivance he thinks 
- Fehach diſabled the Relation from ſignifying 
our purpole. | f 
* Bur che DIS COYERER might have 
onfider'd, that all this is an /zverrion, and 
£ | H withoilt 
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without Book, For. there is no mention of 
the Yitches Clofet,or her retiring into another 
Room, or her Confederate, or her Form of 
Conjuration: 1 lay nothing of all this, is 
as much as intimated: in the Hzſfory; and 
if we may take this large liberty in the 
interpretation of Scripture, there 1s (carce4 
feory in the Bible, but may be made a Fallacy, 
and poſture, or any thing that we pleaſe, 
Nor is this fancy of his only arbitrary, but 
indeed contrary to the circumſtances of the 
. Text. For it (ayes, Saul perceived it wa 
Samuel, and bowed himſelf, and this Samut 
truly. foretold his. approaching Fate, viz, 


that 7/7ael ſhould be deliver'd with Hinſj 8 


into tne hands of the Philiſtines; and thit 
on the morrow He, and his Sos ſhould be 
in the fate of the Dead, which doubtleſs i; 


meaat by the expreſſion, that [zhey ſhouli 3 


bewith Him|\hich contingent particular 


how could the Cozexer and her corfederan i 


foretell, if there were nothing in it extr 
ordinary and preternatural ? | 


Interpreters, whether the real Samuel W: 


raiſed, or the Devil in his likeneſs 2 Md b 


later Writers ſuppoſe it to have been a 
evil Spirit, upon the ſuppoſition that g! 
And happy ſouls can never ' return hith 


fro © 


It hath indeed been a great diſpute amon{t 
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{ | from their Celeſt;al abodes, and they are 
r | not certainly at the beck, and call of an 
x | iſhpious Hagg. 'Bur then thoſe of the other * 
is | fide tirge, that the Pzety of the wotds thar 
d || were'ſpoke, and the ſeaſozable reproof given 


1c || to deſpairing Saul, are indications ſuſhcient =— 


af thatthey come'not from Hell; and eſpecial- 
1,0 1y they think-the Propheſic of circumſtances 
& | very accidental ro be an argument, that . it,” 
was not utter'd by any. of the 2zfernat 
Prediffors, And for the ſuppoſel. that is the 
ground of that interpretation, *tis judged 
wel} exceedingly precarious ; for who ſaith thar 
i. | ®#ppy departed ſouls were never emproyen 
mi i0-any 77nifteries here below > And thoſe 
diflenters are ready to ask a reaſon; why 
they may not be ſent in meſſages to Earrh, 
5 is} 88 well as zhoſe of the 4ngelical Order ? 
q They are nearer allzed to our Natures, and 
sf pon that account more #ztimately concer#d, 
© four affairs; and the example of returning 
Lazarms is evidence of the thing de fatto. 
I Belides which; that it was the real Samuel - 
g they think made probable by the opinion 
ad of Feſws Syrac, Eccleſ. XLVI. xix, XX. 
who ſaich of him, Thar after his death he 
al Prophefied and ſhewed the King his end : which 
allo is hely from the circumſtance of the 
womans 4/toniſhment, and crying out when 
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ſhe ſaw him, intimaripg - her ſprprize, in" 
that the power. of God had over-ruled her: 
Inchantments , and. ſent another; than ſhe: 
expected. And. they conceive there is no: 
more InCONgrOney in ſuppoſing God, ſhould 
ſend Samuel to rebuke Saal for this his laſt; 

folly, and to predi& his inſtant ruine,' than, 
in bis interpoſing . Es to the . meſſengers of 
Ahazias = Be ſent'to Beelzebab. Now. 
if it were the real Samuel, as the Letter 
expreſleth, (and the obvious: ſenſe is to 
be followed when there is no cogent reaſon 
to decline it) he was not raiſed by the power 
of the witches Inchantments, but came 
on that occalion in a Divine Errand, But. 
yer attcemprs and endeavours to raiſe ket 
Familur Spirit (though at that time over- 
ruled). arc arguments that it. had been her 
cuſtom ro do ſo. Or if it were as the other 
fide. concludes, ..the Dew4l.in the ſhape of 
Samuel, her Djabolical Confederacy is ye 


more palpable. . .. 
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i | that there is nothing more necdful to be faid 
to Diſcover the Diſcoverer... Bur there is, an 
Author infinitely. more valuable, that calls 
me to cooliderit » Tis the great Epiſcopins, 
who, though bs rn es of witches, - 
and Magicians, yer denics Compatis, His 
Authority, I contels is conſiderable, but. ler 
us weigh his Reaſons. _-- | 

._ His Firff is, That there is no example 
of any of the prophane Nations that were in 
ſuch Compat# ; whence he would zfer,that 
there are no expreſs Covenants with evil 
Spirits in particuler Inſtances. But I think 
Tar both propoſition,and conſequence are very 
wnoxiow, and defettive. For that there 
were Nations that did actually worſbip the 
Devil is plain enough in the records, of 
ertient times, and ſome ſorcad. that place 

in the Pſa/mes, The Gods of the Heathen axe 
Devils; and Sathan we know is calfdihe 
God of this world, Yea, our Anthor himſclt 

; Iconfeſſerth rhat the Nation of. the Fewes , 
Jvereſo ftridtly prohibited witcheraft,..and 
Jill rranſattion with evil fpiritsz, becauſeof 
Jiieir promeneſſto worſhip them. Burt what 
4d more 2 There are at this Day that pay 
=Iſ«rifice, and all ſacred homage to the , WIC- 
ish3ed One in a v7/ib/c appearance ; and? is 
vill knowa to thoſe ofour oweliat traffick,. 
at . RD 7 and 
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Yo — Confillerations' 
: and reſide in thoſe parts, thar the Caribbidhs 


worſhip the Dewvz/ under. the namie of. Mz- 
boya, who frequently ſhews himſelf, and 


tranſacts with them ; the like Travellers 
relate concerning divers other parts of the 
barbarous Indies : (and *tis confidently re- 
ported by ſober intelligent men that have 
viſited thoſe places, that moft of the Zap 
landers, . and ſome other Northern peopl 
arc Witches, That tis plain that there arc 
National Confederacies with Devils ; or, il 
there were zone, I ſee, how it could be 
infert'd thence, that there are no perſond 
ones, no more, then that there were never 
atiy -Demoniacks, becauſe we know of no 
Nation antvuerſally peſeſed nor any Lunatics 
in the world, becauſe there is no Conntr 
of Madmen: Bur, our ' Authour reaſons 
agatn. oO 

* (2) To this purpoſe ; That the profiigat 
«trons who are. obx9Xi04 to thoſe groſ 
Eremprations, are faſt. enough before; and 
Ethetefore' ſuch 2 Covenant were needleſs 
and of ,no avail to the Tempters Pri 
© "This Objet#iwz Thave anſwered already 
in'my Remarques upon the IX Prejudi: 


and mind yow'agaim here, that if the Deſign 
pf thoſe ev1Spitirs were only in geeralte 
wits OS. | ſecu 
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ſecure wicked men te the Dark Kingdom, 
it might better be pretended that we can-- 
not give a yeaſoz for their: temptations, and 
indeavonrs in this kind 5 But it being likely, 
as I have conjeur'd, that cach of thoſe 
iufernal Tempters hath a particular property 
'I- in zhoſe he hath ſeduced, and ſecured by ſuch 
compags, their reſpeftive pride and #y- 
rannical defire of ſlaves, ' may reafonably 
be thought to ingage them inſuch Attempts 
in which their peculiar intereſt 15 cott- 
cerned. Dine Loh ogg tus 
But I add what is more dyed? viz. That 
ſuch defperate Sinners are made more fatc.to 
the zrfernal Kingdom at large, by ſuch 
Helliſh Covenants and Combinations ; ſince 
thereby they Coxfirm, :and hardex their 
hearts againſt God, and pur themſelves at 
greater diſtance from his 'Grace, and his 
Spirit ; givethe deepeſt wound to Conſcience, 
and reſolve to wizk againlt all it's /zht and 
convittions ; throw a bar in the way of their 
own repentarce, and lay a train for Deſpait 
of zzercy. Theſe certainly are ſure wayes of 
being undoze, and the Devil we ſee, hath 
great intereſt” in a projet#, the ſucceſs of 
which is ſo attended. And we know he made 
the aflault de fao upon our Saviour, when 
he tempted him ro fall down, and worſbip. 
| H 4. : 50 
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So that this learned Author hath but little 
reaſon to objet © 

(3) That to endeavour ſuch an expreſs 
Covenant is cantrary:to the zxtereſts of Hell; 
which indeedare this way ſo mightily pro- 
moted. And” whereas he ſugpeſts, that a 
thing ſo borrid is like to: fartle conſcience, 


repentance ; 1 Reply, that indeed conſidering 
m4 in the general, as a rational Creature, 
acted by. hopes, and feares, and. ſexſible of 
the joyes and miſeries of another world, one 
would expe& 1t ſhould be ſo: But then, if 
we caſt our eyes upon 247 as. really he ts, 


* his 22nd, and governed by his imagination , 
blinded by his paſſions, and beſorted by fin, 
and folly ; hardned by evil Cuſtomes, and 

| - hurried away by the zorrex7 of his inclinati- 
Aft gov: O95 and deſires ; I ſay, looking on man in 
1442 a//a This miſerable ſtate of Evil, *tis not incredible 


| DT Tempter, and his own Zafts to a& at a won- 
7. 


L46f2%:9%,cerned, and fupid in it; - intent upon his 
fo {ops preſent ſatufattions, without ſenfe or cox- 
1 ry ration of the | dreadfulneff, and danger 
197 PO of his Conditionz* and by this, 1 am fur- 
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and awaken the Soul to (onfideration, and” 


ſunk into fleſh, and preſent ſenſe; darkned in 


- +427 that he ſhould be- prevailed upon by the | 


ful rate of 2n4adnefs, and continue wxcon- 
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#-21a91Mſhed alſo to. meet a Fourth Objection of } - 
6-4 our Anthony's, viz, (4) That | 
ESI y ' . : 
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barter their ſouls for trifles,and ſell everleſling | 
Ss or 
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(4); That *tis:nor: 4robable::upon the 
witches. part,” that they will beſo defterate 


to renquiice God,. and eternal bappineſs,and 


ſo, everlaſtinghyunda their bodzes,. and. ſouls, 
tor a ſhort and trivial intereſt 3 which way 


of arguing will only infer, that 'mankind 


afts lometimcs, toprodigious degrees of bru- 


; tiſbueſs ; and a(Fually we ſee it \n the inſtances 
_ of every. day. There is nat a Luft ſo baſe, 


and fo centemptible , but there are thoſe 
continually, in our eyes, that feed it: with 
the ſacrifice of their eternity, and their ſouls; 
and daring vinners ruſh upon -the. blackef 
villanies with ſo little reporſe, or ſenſe, as 
if it were their deſig to prove, that they 
have nothing left them of 7hat whereby they 
are ern. So that nought can be inferr'd 
from this Argument,but that hymare nature 
is zncredibly degenerate; and the wileneſs, 
and ſtupidity of men is really ſo great, that 


- things are Cuſtomary, and common which one 


could not think poſſible, if he did not hourly 
fee chem, Andiif men of /jberat. Edutation, 
and acute Reaſon, that know their Duty, and 
their dager, are driven by their appetites, 


- with their ezes open, upon the molt fatal 


Rocks, and make all the haſic they can from 
[their God, -and their happineſs ; If ſuch can 
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for a woment , fort U pu the brink of a 
precipice, and contemp all the terrours of the 
future dreadful =? why ſhould it then 
be ancredible that a brutiſh,vile perſon, ſorted 
_ with /2zerarce,and drunk with malice, mind- 
Lf of God, and unconcerned about a future 
Beinz, ſhould be perſwaded to accept of 
preſent, delightful gratifications, without 
duly weighing the deſperate Condition ? 
Thus, I ſuppoſe, I have azſwered alfo 
the Arguments of this great mar, againſt 
the Covenaxyts of Witches ; and ſince a 
perſon of ſuch ſagacity and learning, hath 
zo wore to ſay againſt what I defend, and 
another of the ſaxse Character, the ingeni- 
ous M. S. Parker,who directed me to him, 
reckons theſe the ſtrongeſt things that can be 
objetted in the Caſe, I begin to arrive to an 
higher degree of confidence 1n this belief; and 
am almoſt inclined to phazecy, that there is 
little more to be ſaid to purpoſe, which 
may not by the zprovement of my C O N- 
SIDERATIONS be eaſily anſwered ; 
and I am yet the more fortified inmy con-' 
ceit, becauſe I have ſince the former Edztion 
of this book, ſent to ſeverall acute, and 
ingenious perſons of my acquaintance, to 
beg their Objet4ops, or thoſe they have heard 
from others,againſt my Diſcourſe or m_—_— 
| | that 
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that I might” conſider them in ths : But] 
can procure zoxe ſave ofjely tlioſe few Thave 


now diſcuſs'd, Moſt of my Friends telling 


me, that they have not met with az, thar 
need, or deſerve my notice. 


as 


SECT. XIX. 
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TDY all this it is evident; that there were 
FITCHES in ancient times under the 
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make good. I had a late occaſion to ſay 
ſomething abour this, in a Letter to a perſon 
of the higheſt honour, from which I ſhall 
now borrow ſome things to my preſent 
purpoſe. = 


|| SAY then (II.) That there were compacts 
with evil Spirits in thoſe times alſo, is 
methinks intimated ſtrongly in that ſaying 
of the Jews concerning our Saviour, That he 
caſt out Devils by Beelzebub. In his, return 
to which, he denies not the ſuppoſition or 
poſſibility of the thing in general; but clears 
himſelf by an appeal to the ations of their 
90 Own 


6A e. $a Ee - , p ® 
- * . Py ; 4 i 
|S A. *%. q > y | * «is L 
. : % ; : =. « of $2 A 


LY-\ IJ F 


own children,. whom. they would not tax ” | 


{o ſeverely. And I cannor very well under- 
ftand why thoſe times ſhould be priviledg'd 
from #ITCHCRAFT,: and Diabolical 
 Compiaits, more than they were from Poſ- 

ſeſſons, which we know were then more 


frequent(for ought appears to the contrary) 


than ever they were before or ſince, But 
beſides this, "There are intimations plain 
enough in the Apoſtles Writings of the being 
of Sorcery and WITCHCRAFT. St, Paul 
reckons witchcraft next /dolatry,in his (ata- 
lozue of the works of the fleſh, Gal. V. xx. 
and the Sorcerers are again joyn'd with 
1avlaters in'that ſad Denunciation, Rev. XXI. 
viii. and alittle after,Rev. XXII. xv. They 
are reckon'd again among Jdelaters, Mur- 
aerers, and thoſe others that are without, 
And methinks the ſtory of Sim Magus, 
and his .D:abolical Oppoſitions of the Goſpel 
in its beginnings, ſhould afford clear con- 
viction. To all which, I add this more 
general conſideration, 

.(3.) Thar though the New Teſtament 
had mention'd. nothing of this matter, yet 
its fence in luch caſes is not argumentative. 
Our Saviour ſhe as he had occaſion, and 
the thouſandth part of what he did,and ſara, 
nat recorded, as one of his Hiſtorians 
16.37% VEIwS,: intimates 
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unknown Tratts of America,.-nor gave: 
any intimations of as much as the Exiftence 
of that zamerow people ; much leſs 'did he 
lkave inftrutfions about their comver ſion.” He | 
gives no account of the affairs -and fate 'of 

the ether worla, but only ' that gezeral oe 
of the happineſs of ſome and the' mſery.of 
others. He made no diſcovery of the Mag- 
alia of Art," or Natnre ;;-no;not of thoſe, 
whereby the: propagation of the: Goſpel might 
| have been much advazced, viz." the Myftery 
of Printing, and the Magnet; and yet no- 
one uſeth his flexce in thelſeinſtances as an 
argument againſt the being of things,which- 
are evident objetts of ſenk 1: confteſs,..the: 
omiſſion - of ſome : of : theſe particulars is 
pretty ſtrange ':and unaccountable, and: 
concludes our 27#orance of the. reaſons, and: 
menages of , Providence ;\ but I: ſuppoſe , # 
nothin elſe.) 1 thoughtr,. I needed-here to: | 
| haveſaid no more, js I conſider,” In'con-: 
ſequence of rhis-objet#4on,_ it is: pretended ;; 
That as CHRIST FESUS, drive cthe. Devil 
from his Temples, and his Altars (as is 
clear in the Ceſſatios of Oracles, which 
dwindled away, and art laſt grew. filent 
ſhortly upon his; appearance ). ſo in like 
manner, 'tis ſaid, that he #anyhr Him _ | 
. vip 1S : 


| intimates, He-ſaid.nothing' echo logs . 
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his leſſer” holds:in. Sorcerers, and Witches; 


which 4rgamert-is peccarnt» both in whar it 
affrms, and in what it would zxfer. For 
(1.) The coming of the #. FESUS 
_ did notexpell the Dewil fromall the greater 
places of his refidence, and: worſhip ; for a 
conſiderable: part of barbarows:Mankind do 


him publiqaes ſolems homage;to this day: So: 


that the very. fouraarioz of the pretence tails, 


and the Conſequence without any. more adoe: 


© comes to:nothing:» And yer beſides, 


(2) If there be any Credzt to be given'to. 
Ecclefiaſtick Hiſtory, there were perſons' 
oflefled with Devils - 115 ging Chriſt, 
y prayer, and: 


whom the: Diſceptes calt outb 
the izvocation: of his name : So' that Sathas 
was not driven from his /efſer habitations; 


afloon as he was forced from'his more -fa- 


220u5 abodes.. And I ſee no reaſon £2 


(3) hy, Though Divine providence would 


not allowhim prog toabuſe the Nati- 
_ 0s, Whom he had deſig 
after, for ſubjects of his So”'s Kingdom, and 


to ſtand up in the face of Religion in an open 


affront to the Divinity thar planted it, to 
the great hinderance of the progreſs of the 
Goſpel,* and diſcouragement of Chriſtian 
hopes; I ſay, Though providence would 
not allow this height of inſalent oppoſition z; 

| yet 


ned'in zſhort time | 
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yet I ſee not why we may not'grant, that 
God however permitted th 

into ſome private ſkulking holes, ' and to 
trade with the particular more devoted waſ- 
ſals of his wicked Empire: As we know that 
when our Saviovr had chaſed him from the 
man that was polſeſſe, he permitted his 
_ into the herd of Swine. AndT might 
4" EINE. 


e Devil to ſneak 


(4) That *ris but a 644 way of arguing, 


-to ſet up phancyed conpgruityes againſt plain = 
experience, as is evidently done by thoſe 
 arguers, who, becauſe they think that Chrift 
- chaſed the Devil from all his high places of 
worſhip when he came; that *tis therefore | 
fit he ſhould bave forced him from all his 


other leſs notorious Haunts :' and upon the 
7magination of a decency, which they frame, 
conclude a fat, contrary to the greateſt 
evidence of which rhe thing ir 'capible Ard 

once more | 
(5) The conſequence of this imagined 
Decorum, if it be purſued, would be this, 
that Szthaz ſhould now be deprived of all 
the wayes, and tricks of Cozenage, whereby 
'he abuſeth us ; and markind ſince the com- 
ming of Chri,ſhould have been ſecure from 
all his Temprations; for there isa p_ 
Coxgraity in believing, that, when he was 
| forced 
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farced-from his. haunts. in Temples and-pub- þ| 
!ique places, he ſhould be pur allo from f| « 
thoſe zeaxer. ones, about us and withiy us in Þ 5 
his. daily temptatioFeof univerſal Mankind ; | 1 
'Then., that. upon relinquiſhing zhoſe , he {| {+ 
ſhould be made to leave all profeſt commu- | ; 
” zication and correſpondence with thoſe pro- ge 
* Figure perſons,whole wilencſs had furedrhera || 
for ſuch Company. br 
- So that, theſe. Reaſoners are very Fair for | y 
the dexzalof all internal Diabolical Temptati- | þ 
os. And, becauſe 1 durſt not truſt them, 'Þ 


Fle crave your leave here to add ſomethings I] ;x 
"concerning: #hoſe.' 1, - | 4 
.. In order to.which, that I may obtain.the Jp, 
favour of, thoſe wary. perſons, who are.ſo Ins 
£03, and ſby.of.their afſexr, 1 grant; Thar 
men. frequently . out of a deſire to. excuſe } 
themſelves; lay their own guilt upon the 
Dewil;and charge him with - £206 of which 
in carneſt hc is not guilty : For,] doubt not 
'bur every wicked man. hath Devilenough in 
his ow# »eure to prompt him to Evih,aud * 
;needs not-axether Temper io incite him. But 
yet, that Sathan endeavours to further our 
wickedteſs, and our ruin by his inticements, 
,and goes up and down, ſeeking whom he may 
devenr, . is: too evident in the holy Oracles, 
.to . necd. my cndeavours particularly. to 
WE Sn, ' tnaks 
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make it good ; Only thoſe diffident men 


F cannot perhaps apprehend -the »2anzer of: 
J the operation, and trom' thence are fexmpred 


to: believe , "that there is really no-ſuch 
thing. Therefore I judge it requiſite to- 


explain thi, and 'tis not unfurable to' my: 


general \ubjec. | WINGS 
'' Inorder to it I conſider , That ſeyſe is 
primarily cauſed by motion in the! orgares, 
which by continuity 15. conveyed  to':the 
braiy, where ſenſation is immediately” per= 
formed ; and Ir 1s »othing elſe, but a notice 
{excited in the ſoul by the z-pulſe of an ex- 
rernal object. Thus it is in ſimple, outward 


 Bfevſe. bur imagination, though cauſed 4m- 


Ynedeately by material motion allo, yet it dif- 


 Wfers from the external ſenſes in this, That 


tis not from an impreſs direttHy from with- 
wt, but the prize, and original motion"is 
from within our ſelves: Thus the ſoul ir 


"Bf ſometimes ſtrikes upon- thoſe ſtrings, 


whoſe motion begers ſuch, and ſuch phaye 
aſmes ;, otherwhile, the loſe ſpirits waiy- 
Jering up and down 'in-the brarr, caſually 


Fit upon ſuch filemenrs aud fringes: whoſe 


$*107 excites a conception, Which \we'eall 


Bj hacy, or 1140 ination - and if the evidence 


"Þtthe outward ſenſes be ſhut out by-feep 
Þr_ melancholy, in either caſe , we believe 


I thole 
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thoſe repreſentations to be real and extey- 
nal tranſattions, when they are only within. 
our heads ; Thus it is in Enthuſiafſms, and 
Dreams. And beſides theſe oauſes of the 
tions which ſtir imagination, there is 
little doubr, bur that Spirits good, or bad 
can ſo move the —_—_ of ſenſe in the} . 
brain as to awake ſuch imaginations, as they 
have a mind to excite ; and the imagination 
having a mighty zfluence upon the affect; 
ens, and they upon the will, and external 
aiens , *tis very calic to conceive how 
Good Angels may tir us up to Religion, and 
-pertue, and the Evil ones Tempt us. toff 
Lewaneſs, and vice, vis. by repreſentmenti 
that they make upon the tage of imagine 
tion, Which invite our affeitions , and 
allare, though they cannot compel, out 
wills. 
- This I take to be an #telligible account 
of temptations, and alſo of Angelical is 
couragements ; and perhaps zh 1s the onh 
way of immediate influence that the Spirit 
of the other world, have upon us. And by 
it,”tis caſie to give an account of Dream 
both 24077tor 'Y and T' emperamental, Enthf 2 
fraſmns, Fanatick extaſies and the like, as] yo 
lugpeſtcd, | | rar 
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#4 Thus Sir, to the FIRST, But the other 


pretence alſo muſt be examined. 


——_— do —— i, 


SECT. XX, 


— 


(2) M IRACLES are ceaft, there- 


| fore the preſumed attidns of 
witchcraft are tales, and illuſions. | 

To make a due return to 7, we' mult 

conſider a great and difficult Problepr , 


' which is , what #s 4a real Miracle? And 


for anſwer; to this weighty Queſtion, 
think, | 


(1.) Hat it is not the ſtrangeneſs, or 

unaccountableneſs of the thing 
doe ſimply, from whence we are to con- 
clude a Afracle. For then, we are ſo.to 


mf account of all the Magnalia of Nature, and 


all the Myſteries of thoſe honeft Arts, which 


| we do not underſtand. SLY 
{- Nor, (z) is this the Criterion of 4 


Miracle, That it is an action or event be- 


yond all »atural powers ; for we are igno- 
| rant. of the extext, and bounds of Natures 
| Phere, and poſſibilities: And if this. were 


I 2 the 
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the charaFter,and eſſential mark of a Miracle, 
we could not know what was ſo ; except 


we could dctermine the extext of natural 
cauſalities, and fix their bounds, and be able 


and no further. And he that makes this his 
meaſure whereby ro judge a Miracle, is 
himſelt the greateſt Miracle of knowledge, 
or immodeſty. Beſides, though an effe& may 
tranſcend really all rhe powers of meer nature; 
yet there is a world of ſpirits that muſt be 
raken into our account. And as to them 
allo 1 ſay, ha | 
(3) Everything is not a 2:r4cle that is 
done by Agents ſupernatural. There is no 
doubt bur that Evil ſpirits can make wor- 
aerful combinations ot natural canſes, and 
perhaps perform many things immediately 
' which are prodigious, and beyond the /ozgef 
line of Nature: bur yet T, Jeſs are not'there- 
fore to be called Miracles ; for, THEY are 
SACRED WONDERS,and ſuppoſe the POWER 
zo be DIVINE. Burt how ſhall the power be 
known to be ſo,when we ſo little underſtand 
%y , the' capacities, and extent of the abilities of 
lower Agents> The Anſwer to this Queſtion 
will diſcovcr the (iterion of ' Miracles , 


beyond 


to ſay to Nature, Hitherto canſt Thou go, 


which muſt be ſuppoſed to have all theJ; 
formet particulars; (Tiicy arc anacconntabls, | * 


_- 


w_ 
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beyond the powers of meer nature, and done 
by Agents ſupernatsral) and to theſe mult. 
be ſuperadded. SEES | 
(4) Thar they have peculiar circumſtances 
that ſpeak them of a Divine Original. Their | 
mediate Authors declare them to be ſo, and 
they are alwaycs perſons of Simplicity, Truth, 
and Holineſs, woid of Ambition , and all 
ſecular Deſigns. They ſeldom uſe Ceremonies, 
or zatural Applications, and 'yet ſurmount 
all the aiZivities of known nature. Thcy 
work thoſe wonders,not to raiſc admiration, 
or out of the vazity to be talk't of ; but to 
feal and confirm ſome divine Doftrine, or 
Commiſſion, iti which the good, and happineſs 
of the world is concern'd. I ſay, by ſuch 
trcumſtances as theſe, wonderful actions arc 
known to be fron a Divine cauſe ; and that 
makes, and diftinguifheth a Miracle. | 
And thus 1 am prepared for an axſwer to 
the Objeftion, to which I make this brict 
return, That though WITCHES by 
their Confederate Spirit do thoſe odd, and 
aſtoniſhing things we believe of them ; yet 


| are they no 2racles, there being evidence 


ehough from the hadpeſs of their /ives, and 
"the r/diculousCeremontes of their performances, 
from their malice and miſchievous deſigns, 
thatthe POWER that works, and the end 
ry | I 3 "ml 
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for which thoſe things are done, is not 
Divine , but Diabolical.: And by_ ſingular 
providence they are not ordinarily permitted, 
as much as to pretexd to any xew ſacred 
Diſcoveries in matters of Religion, or to 
a&t any thing for confirmation of Dottrinal 
Impoſtures. So that whether Miracles are 
ceaſed, or not, theſe are none. Ard that ſuch 
Atracles as are only ſtrange, and wunacconn- 
table pertormances, above the common 
methods of art or nature, are not ceas d, we 
have a late great evidence in the famous 
GREATRAK; concerning whom it will 
not be impertinent to add the following 
account Which 1 had in a Letter from the 
Reverend Dr. R. Dean of C. A perſon of 

reat veracity, and a Philoſopher. This 
Rnd Gentleman then'is pleaſed thus to 
Write. | 


cc + hs grcat diſcourſe now at the Cof- 
«© B$ fee-Houſes, and every where, 
<< is about M, 6G. the famous 1r;b Stroker, 
<* concerning whom it is like you'expect an 


< account from mc. He undergoes various] 


* cenſures here, ſome take. him to be. 
© Conpurer,and ſome an J1»9poſtor, but others 


* aoain adore him as an Apoſtle. I contels]. 
*I think the man is free from all fin A 


A && a Hen © oe SG 
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© of a yery agreeable converſation , not 
* addicted to any Yice, nor to any Sed, or 
* Party; bur is,I believc, a ſincere Proteſtant. 
«1 was three weeks together with him at 
«my Lord Conwayes, and-ſaw him, I think, 
© lay his hands upon a thouſand perſons; 
* and zeally there 1s. ſome thing in ir more 
*rhen 9rd7z4ry; but Tam convinc'd it is not 
& miraguloys, I have ſeen pains ſtrangely 
«fly before his hand till he hath chaſed 
© thema out of the body , dimmneſs cleared, 
* and deafneſs cured by his tech ; twenty 
© perſons at ſeveral times in Fs of the 


© Falling Sickneſs, were in two or three 


© minutes brought to rkemſelves, ſo as to 
« tell where their pain was, and then he 
« hath purſued it till he hath driven it our 
* at ſome extream part ;. Running Sores 
* of the Kizgs Evil Fed up, and Keryels 


© brought to a Swppuration by his hand ; 


« grievous Sores of many moncths date, m 
© tew dayes healed,Obſtructions,and Stoppings . 
« removed, Cancerous Knots in the breaſt 


* diſſolved, &c. 


* Bur yer I have many reaſons to 


-<« perſwade mc, that nothing of all this 
*1S miraculous ; He pretends not to give 
© Teftimony to any Dottrine, the manner.of | 
.< his operation ſpeaks it to be zatural, the 
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© care ſcldom ſucceeds without reiterated 
«© zouches, his Patients often relapſe, he fails 
© frequently, he can do nothing where 
< there is any Decay in nature, and zany 
© Diſtempers are not at all obedient to his 
&« zouch.So that TI confeſs, refcr all his vertue 
*to his particular temper and complextion,and 
«<1 rake his, Sp:rits to be a kind of Elixir, 
<* and wniverſal Ferment ; and that he cures 
* (as Dr. 2. cxpreſleth it) by a ſanative 
© Contagion. ue gr a 


\ This Sir, was the Firſ# AHconrt of the 
Healer, T had from that Reverend Perſon, 
which with me ſignifies more, then the 
attetations of multitudes of ordinary Re- 
porters ; and no doubt but.it will do fo 
likewiſe, with all that know that exccllent 
mans fingulat 2zzegrity and judgment. But 
. befides this, upon niy inquiry into ſome other 
'particulars about rhis- matter, ' I received 
theſe further Informations. | 


© As for M. G. what opinion he hath of 
&© his ows: Gift, and how he came to know 
« it ? Ianſwcr, He hath a diffetent appre- 
© henfton of it from yogrs, and mine, and 
- © certainly belicving it'to be an immediate 
E Gift from heaven; and *ris no wonder, 


ER Gon io. RE eo oa 6 > a & % > ao a «to 


for 


© for he is o Philoſopher. And you will 
&* wonder leſs, when you hear how he came 
«to know it, . as.I have often receiyed it 
© from his own-mouth. Abour three” or 
* four years ago he had a ſtrong pulſe upon 
© his ſpirit, that continually purſued him 
&« whatever he was abour, at his Buſireſs,'or 
© Devotion, alone, or in compay, that ſpake 
«© to him by this izward ſuggeſtion | 7 have 
&« oiven. thee the gift of curing” the Evil, | 
«© This ſuggeſtion was ſo imporihuate, "that 
© he complained” to his Wife, That he 
© thought he' was haunted: :*:She* appre- 
<hended it as,ah extravdzarty, af Fancy, 
< but he told her he believed there was 
© more init, and was reſolved to rry. He 
<< did not lons 'want opportonity: "Ther 
< was a neighbout of his grievoully afflidted 
«© with the Kings-Evil, He ftiroked her , 
«and the effe&'{ticceeded. Andfor about = 
< a twelve-month rogerher he, pretended ro 
«© cure no other Diſtemper. Bac then 'the 
© Ague being. very rite 1n tte: Neighbour- 


'* hood, the ſame pulſe after-the' ſame 


< manner ſpoke within him,” F/have giver * 
© thee the gift of curing the" Ague; | and 
© meeting with perfons in their "Fits, and 
<« taking them by the hand, or - laying his 
& hand upon their Breaſts, the cap ko 

-- » 
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flo *' Conſaderations 
« them. About half a year after the accu. 
<& ftomed 7mpulſe became more geveral , 
<& and ſuggeſted to him -| 7 have given thee 
« the pift of Healing : | and then he at- 
<« tempted all Diſeaſes izdifferently. And 
though he ſaw ſtrange eftets, yer he 
< doubted whether the* cauſe were any 
<« vertue that came from him, or the peo- 
© ples fancy.: To convince hina of his ;#- 
<« credulity, as be lay one night. in bed, one 
© of his hands was ſtruck dead, and the 
&« uſual impulſe ſuggeſted to him to make 
<«tryal of "his vertue upon himſelf, which 
© he did, ſtroking ir with his other hand, 
© and then it immediately returned to its 
<« former ;/zvelineſs. This was. repeated 
< twoor three nights (or mornings ) to- 
ERS... 1: or. 
|. © This: is his Relation , and I believe 
< there is ſo. much ſincerity in the perſon, 
& that he tells no more than what he be- 
< ljeves to be true. To ſay thatthis Impulſe 
© too was but. a reſult of his temper, and 
<« that it is but like Dreazs that are uſually” 
*< according to.mens corſtitutions, doth not 
 '©ſeem a probable account of the Phenc- 
& 22e207, Perhaps ſome may think it more 
<« likely, that ſome Gepizs who underſtood 


<& the ſanative wertne of his (Complexion, 


« and 
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© 4nd the readaeſs of his minde, and abi- 
© Jjzy of his body, to put it in execution, 
<« mipht give him notice of theft which g- 
« therwiſe might have been for ever «= 
&« kyown to him, and fo the Gift of God had 
« beento no purpoſe, Fo py 


This Sir, is my Learned and Reverend 
Friend's Relatior, and I judge his Refle7i- 
ons AS ingenions, as his report is fincere. 1 
ſhall ſay ng more about 1t but th#, that 
many of thoſe -atters of Fai#, have been 
ſince critically irfpefed and: examined by 
ſeveral ſagacioms and deep ſearches of the 
ROYAL SOCIETY, whom we 
may {nppoſe as unlikely to be deceived by 


a contrived Impoſture, as any perſons ex- 


tant. 


And now, Sir. *tis fit that I relieve your 
atiences and I ſhall do ſo, when I have 
aid, that To can abundantly prove, what 

I have thus attempred to defend : And that 
among the many Obligations your Country 
hath ro you, for the wiſdom and Diligence 


| of your Endeavours in its fervice; your 


Ingenious Induſtry for the Deteiting of 
thoſe Yile Pratticers , is not the leaſt com- 
ſiaerable, To which I will adde no m_ 
but 


A 


. , . ec 
| | FF} hr , : itt | 
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but the Confeſſron who 'it. is that hath given 
you all this trouble ; which, I know you 
7 are ready, to pardons » . to the reſpet and 
good —_—:.-.. 
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* Tothe Right Honourable: 
WILLIAM 


Lord Þrereton. 


SECT. I. 


eMy Lord, 


TO'HE ENTERTAINMENT 

YN your Zordſbzp's Diſcourſe hath often 
given me in matters of the beſt conſe- 
quence, have left a ye/ſh on my minde,, 
which *tis a pleaſure ro me to remember 
and acknowledge. And certainly, of all the 
matters the various, and buſie minde of * 
man imployes it. ſelf in, there is nothing 
more agreeable , and importing , than the 
enquiries of the ether world, about which 
your Lordſhip is ſo »wch, and ſo affett;- 

enately concern'd. Indeed, as things are _= 
; [8 
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the preſent, the LAND of SPIRITS 


is. a kinde off AMERICA, and vor well ! 


diſcover'd Regioz ; yea, it ſtands. in the 
Map of, kumane Science like unknown 
 Tradts, filFd up with Mountains, Seas,and 
Honfters : For we meet with little in the 
Immaterial Hemiſphere, but Doubts, Un- 
certainties , and Fables; and whether we 
owe our ignorance intheſe, matters , to the 


ature of the things themſelves, or to the 


miſtakes and ſloth of thoſe that have enqui- 
red about them, I leave to your Lordſhup's 
happy ſagacity to determine. Only ,. per- 
haps more of the ſupra-murndane light had 
ſhone in upon us, but for Superſtition , De- 
ſpair, and the wrazglings of the Schools, 
And did the SOCIETY of which your 
Lordfhip is an illuſtrions Member, dire& 
ſome of its wary, and” Iuciferozs enquiries 
"rowards the world of Spirits,” I believe we 
"ſhould have other kind of Meraphyſicks , 
than thoſe are raught by men thart Jove to 
write great: Volumes, and ro'be ſubrile a- 
bout zothing,, For we know not any thing 
of the world” we live in, but by expers- 
"ment, and the Phenomena; * and there is 
the ſame 'way of ſpeculating immaterial 
nature, by extrdordipary Events and Ap- 


ved 
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2 Cantious , and Faithful Hiſtory made of 


| thoſe certain, and uncommon appearances. 
Ar leaſt it would be a fanding evidence 
zwainſk SADDUCISM, to' which 


the preſent Ape is ſo anhappily diſpoſed, 
and a ſexſuble Argument ot our Immor- 
tality. 


'NOW though you , 27 Zord, are in 
{| no. danger of that cod and deſperate Diſ- 
eaſe , the Disbelief of Spirits and Appari- . 


tions, nor need confirmation tn the Ar- 


ticle of our future exiſtence ; yet being ins * * 
gaged by my promiſe, and more by my. 


a/rre of ſerving you , to ſend your Lord- 
ſhip the Sory of the DRUMMER at M. 
MOMPESSON'S houſe at Tedworth, 
(one of the maſt remarkable ones in our 
time for the confirmation of that great afair) 
[have now at length put the moſt of thoſe 
particulars I could obrain, into your hands; 
which I had ſooner done, but that I have 
been in -a long expectation of addztiozal 


circumſtances, which M. Aompeſſon pro- 


miſed me. But his occaſions it ſeems have 
hindered the performance ; and mize by 
teaſon of the diſtance of our abodes, would 
not permit perſonal ſolicitations , which 
poſſibly might have expedited the matter. 


To 


of Tedworth, mw 


ved to otices not contemprible, were there 


-n8 TheDemon 
. To which I might add, My Lord, that 
a perſon intimately concerncd in it , was 
© unwilling M. 2Z. ſhould meddle any more 
with Relations, leſt thereby the troubleſome 
gueſt ſnould be awakened to an unwelcome 
return z which fear though. perhaps: but a 
panick , had yet an intereſt in the fruſtra- 
ting my expectations of the deſired Adaz- 
tionals, That which I had from the Gen- 
tleman himfelt, I now ſend your Lordſhip 
in the ſubſequent Relation, which you may 
pleaſe to take as follows. 


MASTER 


of Tedworth, aig 


br 
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ASTER FOHN MOMPESSON of 
Teaworth in wiltſhire, being about 

the middle of March, in the year 1661, 
at a neighbouring Town, called Ladgarſhal, 

| heard a Drwn beat there, and being con- 

. | cerned as a Commiſſion-Officer in the Mili- 

) | #i, he enquired of the Baylife of the Town, 

7 | at whoſe Houſe he then was, what ir 
meant, The Baylifle told him, that they 
had for ſome dayes been troubled by that 
Idle Drummer, whodemanded money of the 
Conſtable by-vertue of a pretended Paſs 
which he' thought was' counterfeit, Upon 

F this Information Maſter 2ompeſſor ſent for 
the fellow and ask'd him, by what Autho- 

RJ 79 he went up and down the Countrey.in 

| that manner, demanding money, and keep- 

ing a clutter with his' Drum? The Drum- 

- | mer anſwered, he had good Authority, and 

produced his paſs, with a warrant under 

the hands of Sir William Cawly, and Colo- 
nel Ayliffe of Gretenham., Theſe papers 
diſcover'd theaknavery, for M. Mompeſſox 
| knowing thoſe Gentlemens hauds, tound 

| that his paſs, and warrant were fargerzes.; 

48nd upon the diſcovery, commanded' the . 

: 2 Wa warrant <4 
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eagrant to put off his Drum, and charged 
the Conſtable ro carry him ro the next 

Faſtice of Peace, to puniih him according to 
the deſert of his 7zſolence, and Roguery. The 
fellow then confeſt the cheat, and begg'd 
carneſtly for his Dywm. But M. Mompeſſor 
told him, that4t he underſtood from Col- 
lonel 4yliffe, (whoſe Drummer. he pretended 
to bc,) that he had been an honeſt man, he 
(ſhould have it again.; but that inthe inte- 
rim he would ſecure it. So he left the Drum 
with the Bayliffe, - and the Drummer in the 
Conſtables hands ;. who it ſeems after, 
uponintreaty, let him go. -,_ _ | 
_©- About the, midſt of 47:4 following, || - 
When, M. 27. was preparing for-a. Journey || 

to, London, the. Bayliiie ſent the Drum to | 

his houſe ; and being returned ,- his Wike I « 

told binn, that they had been much at- | , 

P, 
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frighted in the. night: by Thieves, during (| 
His abſence; and that the Houſe had like J*; 
fo have becn broken up. He had not been 
4 At.home above three nights, whert the ſame || 7 
2: noiſe returned that had diſturbed: his Fa- I -4 
---, Mmily when he was abroad : It was a. very 

great knocking at his Doors , and the out-J 
:- .- Hides of his Houſe. M. 2. arofe, and with. $;( 
= a brace of Piſtols in his hands, went up andfÞ 
'$ dows, ſearching tor the cauſe. of. the Divo 
| ſturbancedz-/ 


I. 
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of Te&worth, am 1 
re. nw 
ſturbance. -He open'd'the.door, where rhe: ©. ? 
-great knocking was, and preſently the noife 
was at another : he opencd that alſo, and 
went forth; rounging his Houſe, but could | 
diſcover nothing;only he ſtill heard aſtrange 
' noiſe, and' hollow ſound; but, could nat 
perceive what was the occaſion of -its 
| When he was. returned to his Bcd,the noiſe 
| was a Thurping and Drumming on the _ 7 
- | top of his Houſe, which continued a good _;.... "> 
s | ſpacc, and then by degrees went off into” © 
& 8 ithe Air. - -. OE 
» |. - After this 7* would come 5 nights 
together, and abſent ir ſelf-3. knocking 
> | very bard on the out-fides of the Houle, 
yY | . which 1s, moſt of it, of Board, This '7#. 
0 | did conſtantly as they were going to. ſleep, 53 
fe | either carly or late. After a months racket ©: 
i | . without, 7* came into the room where the [EO 
8 |. Dram lay, where it would be 4 or 5 nights - _ + 
Ke fin 7, making great hollow ſounds, and of 
an | ſenſibly ſhaking the Beds and Windows. 3 
ne F 17# would come within halt an hour'alter IJ 
a | -chey were in Bed, and ſtay almoſt two, The ..: *Y 
19 fign of its approach was an hurling in thee © 2 
tf Air over the Houſe; and at its receſs the&y- | 3 
B:thould hear a Drum beat, like the breaking” -* © 
negwp rn Ic continued in this Room. 
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man himſelf lying there to obſerve 77: 
and though it was very troubleſome in the 
| fore-part of the night, yet after two hours 


difturbance, it would deſiſt and. leave all 
in quietneſs : Ar which time perhaps 


the Laws of the Black . Society required ' 


it's preſence at the gencral Rendezvous 
elſewhere. 

About this time the Gentleman's Wife 
was brought to Bed; the noiſe came a little 
that night ſhe was in Travail, bur then for- 
bore for three weeks till ſhe had recover'd 
Ktrength. After this civil ceſſation,it return'd 
in a 7#der manner than before, applying 
wholly to the younger Children ; w ole 
Bedſteads it would beat with that violence, 
that all preſent would expe&, when they 
would fall in pieces. Thoſe thar laid their 
hands upon them, could feel no blows, 
| bur perceived them to ſhake exceedingly. 
[It would for an hour together beat, what 
they call ROUNDHEAD Sand CUC- 
K OLDS——— the TATTOO, and 
ſeveral other Points of Warre, and that as 
. dextrouſly as any Drummer. Afrer which 
it would get under the Bed, and ſcratch 
there as it it had Iron Tallons. It would 
lifr the Children up in their Beds, follow 


them from one rgom to another; and for a} 
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"while applied to none particularly bur 
them. 5 | 
: There was a- Cock-loft in ' the Houſe 
which had been obſerved hitherto to. be 
untroubled ; thither they removed their 
children, putting them to bed while it was 
fair day: and yet they were no ſooner 
covered, but the nawelcome Viſitant Was 
come, and played his Tricks as before. - | 
On the 5th. of Nowemb. 1662..1t kept A 
mighty noiſe, and one of the Gentleman's 
Servants obſerving two Boards in the Chil- 
drens room thar ſeemed to move, he bid it 
give him one of them, and: preſently. rhe 
Board came within a yard- of him. The 
Fellow added, Nay, /et me have it in my. 
hand: vyon which it was ſhuft quite home. 
The man thruſt it back, and the Demor 
returned it to him, and ſo-from one to 
another at leaſt 2o times togetter , .till 
the Gentleman torbad his Servant {ich F4- 
miliarities, That morning it left a Su/phurops 
frrell behind it,very difpleaſant,and offenſeve; 
which poſſibly, cMy Zvrd, ſome would 
conjecture to be a ſmack of the bituminegs 
matter brought from: the -nediterrancons * 


waults,to which we may ſuppoſe the vehicles 


of thoſe 7zzpure Spirits to be nearly allied. 
At night che Miniſter of the place, ' og M. 


K 4. Cragges 
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(ragge, and many of the Neighbours tame” 
to the Houſe, and went to prayer at' the 
Childrens Bed-ſide, where at that time 7+ | 


—_ 


was very troubleſome, and loud. During 
the time of Prayer it with-drew into the. 
Cock-loft, but the Service being ended), it 
returned ; and in the {ight and preſence of 
the company, the Chairs _ abour the 
Room, the Childrens Shooes were thrown 
'over their heads, and every looſe thing 


'moved about the Chamber : Alſo a Bed- | 


ftaffe was thrown at the 27nifter, which 
hit him on the Leg, but ſo favourably, that - 
'a lock of Wooll could not have fallen more 
Toftly. And a circumſtance more was ob- 
ferv'd, wiz. that it never in the leaſt 
-rouFd, nor mov'd from the place where 
it-lighted. | i 
' - The Gentleman perceiving that Z* ſo | \ 
much perſecuted the little Children, lodg'd | # 
| 
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'them out at a Neighbour's Houſe,and took 
his eldeſt Daughter, who was: about 10 
years of Age, into his own Chamber , 
'where Jt had not been in a month before. | * 
But no ſooner was ſhe in Bed, but the 
troubleſome Gueſt, was with her, and con- 
'tinued his unquiert viſits for the ſpace of |. 
- three weeks, during which time it would 
- beat the Dram, and exactly anſwer any} : 
c Tunel 
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- | Tune that was knock'd, or call'd for. - The 
Houſe where the Gentleman had lodged 
his Children, being fult of Strangers, . he 
-was forced to take them home again ; and 
becauſe they -had never obſerved any di- 
ſturbance in the Parlor, he laid them there, 
where alſo their old Viſitant found them s - 
| | but ac this time troubled. them no other- 
| wiſe than by plucking them by the hair, 
. | and night-cloathes, | 
.- {# would ſometimes lift up the Servants 
with their Beds, and lay them down again 
gently without any more prejudice, than 
. | the fright of being” carried to the Dram- 
| 2%r5 Quarters. And at other times 1t 
_ lie like a great weight upon their 
cet. 
'| *Twas obſerved, that when the noiſe 
, | was loudeſt, and came with the moſt ſud- 
|| dain, and ſurprizing violence, yet no Do 
would move. The knocking was oft fi 
) | boyſtcrous and rude,thart it hath been heard 
at a conſiderable diſtance in. the Fields , 
-and awakened the Neighbours in the 
Village, none of which live very near this 
houſe. FTS! | 
About the latter end of Decemb. 1662 
The Drummings were leſs frequent, and the 
- noiſe the Fiend made, was a ging/ing as 
ir 
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it had been of money.; occaſioned, as *twas 
thought, by ſome diſcourſe of an antient 
Gentleweman, Mother to M, 2Z. (who 
was one day ſaying to a Neighbour that 
talked of Fairies leaving money, That ſhe 
ſhould like it well, if ic would leave them 
ſome to make amends for the trouble it 
made them) for that night there was a 
reat chinking of money all the houſe over ; 
ut he that roſe earlieſt the,next morning, 
was ne're a groat the richer. After this 
it deſifted from it's ruder zeiſes, and im- 
ployed it ſelf about lirtle apiſb Tricks, and 
Jeſs troubleſome Caprichio's, On Chriſimas- 
'Ewve, an hour before day, one of the little 
Boyes ariſing out of his Bed, was hit on a 
ſore place in his Heel, by the latch of the 
Door, which the waggiſh Demon had pluckt 
-out and thrown at him. The Pin that taſtned 
it was ſo ſmall, that *twas for the credit 
of his Opticks, that he pick't it out without 
'Candle-light. The night after Chriſimas- 
-Day # threw all the old Gentlewomans 
'Cloaths aboutthe Room, and hid her Bible 
-jin the Aſhes. In ſuch impertinent ludicrous 
arc tome conſiderable intimations rhat the 
Imps of Witches, and other troubleſome 


JS 


fagaries,it was frequent. And ſuch paſlages ' 


appearing Spirits, are not alwayes Devils,as ' 
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I have diſcours't in my Conſiderations about 


Witchcraft. 


After this the Spirit was very troubleſome 
to a Servantof M. Mompeſſor's, who was a 


ſtout Fellow, and of ſober converſation. In 


the Relation of whoſe wexations, I beg your 
Lordfhips leave to be a little leſs ſolemn. 
This gameſter then had the hardireſs to lie 
within during the greateſt diſturbance. His 
Maſter permitted him to give this proof 
of his Courage, and lodg'd him in the 


'next room to his own. There was Toh 


engarriſowd , and provided for the affauſc 
with a 7r»ſty Sword, and other implements 
of War. And for ſome time there was 
ſcarce a night paſt, without ſome —_— 
aion and encounter, in which the ſucceſs 


was various. One while Foh#'s bag and 


baggage would be in the Enemies power, 
Doublet and Breeches ſurprized, and his 


| Shooes railed in rebellion againſt hims and 


then luſty Fohn by Dit of Weapon recovers 
all again, ſuppreſſeth the infurreion'of his 
Shooes, and holds his own in ſpight of Satay, 
and the Drummer. And for the moſt part 


our Combatant came off with honour and 


advantage , except when his enemy ont- 


. watch'd and ſurprized him, and then he's 
| - made a priſoner, bound hand and foot, and, 


at 
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at the mercy of the Gobh;n ; till he hath got bet 
the opportunicy of recovering his Dzabo. | & 
Jical Blade, and then our Champion is in 
good plight-again. Sometimes the Scuffe 
.was ſo great and loud, that M. 24, himſelf 
.was ain to come in to Foehrz's aſhſtance, 
' which he took in very 111 part, as a diftruſi 
of his courage ; asif he were not ſingly 
able to deal with the Devil, who is a very 
- Coward,and fights 'with the diſadvantage of 
a Chain at. his Heels, - After theſe contraſts, 
Sir Tho. Benret's Son Whoſe workman the 
Drummer had ſome times been, came to 
the houſe, and told M. 27. ſome words 
. that he had ſpoken, which it ſeems was not 
. well reſented ; for as ſoon as they were in 
bed, the Drum came with a mighty ratele : 
the Gentleman aroſe and call'd his man to 
-him, who lay with Fohzg, and no ſooner 

. was M. Benner's Servant gone, but there 
came a rufling noiſe as it it had. been a 
. Gentlewoman in Silk, to Foh#'s bed-fide, 
. Our Champion takes the Alarms, and catches 
at his Sword to aflault the Zady, contrary. 
E  . .to all the rules of Knizht errazxtry, "Twas 
- with much difficulty and tugging that he | 
's -got it-into.his poſletſion : for it ſeems the. 
_ -Atery Damoſel was not willing to be courted *þ 
with John's ' Cutting Complements : But Þ 
| '_ being 
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being ipoſleſt of that dreadful Blade , - the 
amazon of the Cire withdrew her ſelf 
from the danger of his provoked ire, and 
kft the Champion to admire the effects ' 
of his courage. But enough of' plaiſance 
upon the occaſion of Foh#'s Chivalry, and 
Encounters. cs 
Byſeveral inſtances it hath-been diſcover'd, 


that this Spirit was afraid of a _— or 


at leaſt pretended to be ſo ; for when they 


uſed a Sword,it alwayes cautiouſly avoided. 
And of this my Lord,T have given anaccount- 
ellewhere. | | 4" 259 

About the beginning of Fan. 1662. 
They were wont-to hear a firnging in the 
Chimney, betore 7t came down.” And -ohe 
night about this timie, Lights were ſeen in' 
the Houſe z one of which catne into M: 
Mompeſſox's Chamber, which ſeemed: 6/#e 


and glimmering, and cauſed a great Nifineſs 
in their eyes that-ſaw it, An' intimation | 


that this Pe had its vehicle from the 
bituminous Mines of.the lower Regions, Aﬀter 
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moon 


the. light, ſomething was heard-coming "ex 1 


up the Stairs, as if-it had been ſome one - 
- without Shooes. The light was alfo 4 or 
5 times ſcen in the Childrens Chamber ; | 
$4 and the Maids confidently affirm, that -the 
; þ doors'were at lcaft ten times opened 
9 _—_— 


no The Daemon 


and ſhut in their ſight. They heard a noife | 


_ ar the ſame time when the Doors were 
opened, as if half a dozen had entred in 
together. After which ſome were heard to 


walk about the room, and one ruſled as if 
it had been in Sik. The like M. 2. himſelf 
once heard. . 

During the time of the knocking, when 
many were preſent, a Gentleman of the 
company ſaid , Satan, If the Drummer 
ſet thee a work, give three knocks and no 
more, which it did very diſtintly, and 
ftept. Then the Gentleman knockt, to ſee 
if-it would anſwer him as it was wont, 
but it remained quiet. He further tryed it 
the ſame way, bidding it, for confirmation, 
if it were the Drummer, to give 5 knocks 
and no more that-night, which it did ac- 
cordingly, and was ftent all the night after. 
[This was done in the preſence of Sir Tho. 
Chamberlain of Oxforalbire » and fſeyeral 
others. [IE 
- On Saterday morning, Fay. 10. .an hou 
before day the Drwm was beaten upon. the 
out-{ides of M, Mompeſſon's Chamber, . 
from whence it went to the other end'of the 
Houſe, where ſome Gentlemen, Strangers, 
lay, playing attheir door, and without, 


4 or 5 ſeveral Tunes, and ſo went off into Þ+ 
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- The next night a Smith of rhe Village 
lying with John, they heard a notſe mm 
the room, as it one had been ſhooing 
of a Horſe * there ; and ſomewhat came 
as it were With a pair of Tizcers, and 
ſnipt at the Smith's Noſe moſt part of the 
Night. | x 
.One morning M: 24ompeſſor riſing early 
togo a Journey, heard a greatnoiſe below, 
where the Children lay, and rnnning down 
with a Piſtol in his hand, heard this voice, 
A witch, 4 witch, as they' had alſo heard 
it once before ; but upon his entrance all 
was quiet. Having one night played ſome 
lictle pranks at M. 2dompeſſor's Beds feer, 


| it went into another Bed, th which one of 


his Daughters lay, where # paſſed from 
fide to ſide,and lifted her up as it went under 
her. At that time there were three kindes 
of noiſes in the Bed. They endeavoured to 
thruſt at 7# with a Sword,bur it very carefully 
avoided them , fill skipping under the 


. Child,when they were ready to thruſt. The 


night after /# came paxtinp, like a Dog-out: 
breath 3 upon which one took oBetfiaf 
to knock, which was taken out of her hand, 


and thrown away with ſome violence: 


- Upon this company came up, and preſently 
|: the room was tilled with a 6lpomy w/e 
by ; ime! 
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ſmell, and was, very hot, though without 


6] Fite, and in mid(l of a very ſharp and ſevere. 
Winter. 7# continued in the Bed, panting,. 
and ſcratching an hour and half, and then. 


went into- the. next Chamber, where ir 


khock'd a little, and ſeemed to rattle a 


chain. Thus it did for two or three nights 
LOMMINET.:.. co .-. | 

After this the old Gentlewomans Bible* 
was found in the Aſhes open, the paper- 
fide being down-wards. M. _Mowpeſſon, 
took it up, and obſerved that it lay open 
at the third Chapter of S. 2Zark, in which: 


there is mention of the arclean ſpirits falling 


down before our Saviour ; of his giving power 
zo the 12. to caſt out Devils, and of the Scribes 
opinion, that he,cai# them out through 
Beelzebub.The next night they ſtrewed aſhes 
over the Chamber, to ſce what impreſſions 
it would leave. And-in the morning, found 
in one place the reſemblance of a great 
Claw, in another of a lefler ; ſome Letters 
in another, which they could make nothing 
of ; befides many Czrcles and Scratches 
I .che Aſhes : all which F ſuppoſe were 
ludicrous devices, by which the ſportful 
Demon made paſtime with humane 1zaorarce 
and Credulity. | | 
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bours together, who had been preſent 'at/ 


them.' Ar that time it uſed to haunt the - 


Children; I heard it ſcratch very loudly» 
md diſtintly in . rheir Bed:, behind the 
Boulſiter, I thruſt in ty hand'to the place? 
where the noiſe ſeemed to bez" upon which» 
t withdrew to another part of the Bed; and 
upon the taking 'out of my hand, it returned' 
ds before. I had heard of-its imitating” 
noiſes, and therefore made the trial, byt 
kracching certain determinate 'rimes upon- 
the Sheet, as 5. and 7. and. Io. which ir! 
did alſo,and ſtill ftopt ar my number. After 
#while 7: went into the midft of the Bet 
tnder the Children, and there: parted. like 
TOO, very loudly. 1 put my hand-upont 
the place, and felt the Bed-bear up againſt 
, as if lomething had thruſt ir up ; bur by 


Faſping, could feel nothing bur the Fea- 


$7 and there was nothing under-ic. The 
motion 17 cauſed by this parting. was: fo 


dows. 


-IRrohg, that ir A Hes Rootns, andWins 
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| Lardihip, my curioſity drew me to the 
Houſe, ro-be:a witneſs 'of ſome of thoſe 
ſtrange paſſages. It had ceaſt fronvits pranks : 
of Drumming , © and reder ' noiſes before T': 
came ; 'bur..moſt of rhe more 'temarkable 
circumſtances before related, were confir- 
med ro me there by ſeveral of the Neigh- 
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dows. It cominued:thus:far more than hall ' 
an hour; while 1 ftayed, 'andas long after; 
] :was certain- there could be:no-fallacy nor' 
deceit in theſe patlages, which I critically 
examined $.and:Lam ſure there was nothing. 
of fear , or:imagenation:in'the cafe ; "font, 
was: no more-.concern'd than Iam ar the: 
Writing this Relation. - oe 

- 'But to proceed with M::\34ompeſſort's: 
own: pirticulars.. od T ; 1 

2 There. came one morning; @ light. into: | 
the. Childrens. Chamber ,/. and the- voices | 
crying, 4 witch,:4 witch, for ar_leaft an huny | + 
dred'times together, M. 24, ſecing at a time. 
ſome Wood move that was-in theChimney, 
when no one was near, diſcharged a Piſtol 
into it ; : after. which they found ſeveral 
drops of Blood:on the Hearth, and in divers 
places of the Stairs. . :: .; of 
+ There was a ſeeming v#/#+ in the Houſe 
for 2 or 3 nights after the diſcharge of. 'the 
Piſtol; 'but then it came again, applying 4 
elf roa lictle child,newly taken from Nurſe; 
whichitſo perſecuted, that It-would not 
the poor Intant reſt for tworhights together, 
nor ſuffer a Candle in the Robm, but would 
carry them away lighted: up the Chimney 
or throw them under the Bed; It ſo ſcared] 
this Child ; by .leaping-upon it, than 
: | | omd- 


Houſe. The next night after they. wete 
gone,. ſomerhing abour midnight came'up 
the Stairs, and knock'r at M. .2fompeſſen's 
door; but, he lying ſill, + rwent up ano»: 
ther- pair of Stairs, to;his man's 'Chambetyi 
to whom J# appeared; ſtandingar his Beds. 
foot, Thc.exact ſhape, and, proportian he: 


 couli gt diſcover ; but ſaw.g.gre body, 
dich nyo 64 and gli rye. which for 


at length diſappeared, ..... £ 20 i301] 913% 
| Another, pigot acrangers bRing prolents 2 
hildren's Bed like aiCes ;.and- 


purr'd in the 4 


at that time the Cloaths and Children were: 


lift up from the Bed, and 6.men conld not; 
keep them down. Upon his they removed, 
them thence, intending ro have ript up the: 
Bed.: But they were no ſooner laid in anos 
ther, bur this {ccond Bed, was more trous 
bled than the former. It.continued thus 4: 
hours, and ſo bear, the ,Childrens Legs a- 
gainſt che Beds-Poſts, that they were forced 


ls ro ariſe, and fir up all night. Afr this ic 
- would empry & 


hamber-pors into theit - 
Beds, and ſtrew them with Aſhes; andrhar 


3M though'they were never ſo carefullywarch't, 
- 7 : E _ | Ir 
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Fr pur a long piked Iron into M. Mompeſſon's | 


Bed./abd'into his Mothers a naked Knite up- 
i6ht; Irwould 61] porrengets with Aſhes, 
irow every thing about, and keep a noiſe 
—_— RE. oa... 
©'About the beginning of 4pri/, 1663. a 
Gentleman that lay inthe houſe had all his 
motſcy turr'd* black; in his Pockets. And 
M.-Morpeſſoz,, one: morning coming into 
His Stabke, foiind the Horſe he was wont to 
ride;6n the ground, with one of his hinder 
Legs'in his mouth, and ſo faſtned .therc, 
char *rwas difficult. work for ſeveral mcn, 
with aLeaver,to get itour, After this there 
were ſome other remarkable things ; but 
my-accout goes no farther : Only M. Mom- 
peſſor told: me, that afterwards the houſe 
was ſeveral nights beſer with 7. ors. in the 
ſhape of mcn, who as ſoon as a Gun was 
diſcharged , would ſhuffle away together 
imo an Arbour. SR 
"THE DRUMMER was tryed at the 
 HAffize ar Salicbnry,condeqn'd to the Iſlands, 
and was accordingly ſent away : but 1 
know not how, made a ſhift tro come back 
again. And *tis obſervable, that during all 


the time of his reſtraint, and abſence, the _ 


Honſe was in quiet; 'bur as ſoon as ever 


hecame backthe diſturbance alſo returned. | 
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He had been a Sonldier under CRUJA#ELy 

and uſed to talk much ofgallant Books, he 

had of an odd Fellow's , who was counted 

arizard. And upon this occaſion Ie men- 

tion to your Lordſhip a paſſage, which .I 
had not from M. 3ompeſſon 5 bur yer 1s, not. 


* 


irrelative. 


A Gentleman, who was with me at: the 


| Houſe, being in company with one. who 


praQticeth Phyfick, and pretends to ſftravge 
matters, was telling the DoCtor this Rela7ts. 
0n:The Phyſiciap told him,he was ſure *twas 
nothing but a Rendezwors of Witches, and 
that for an hundred pounds he would un- 
dertake to clear the houſe from all diſtut- 
bance. In conſequence of which diſcourſe 
he talk'd many high things ; and having got 

my friend alone in another Room apart 
from the Company, ſaid, He would ſhew. 
him he could de ſomcthing more than: or= 
dinary, and askt him who he. deſired to ſee: 
The Gentleman had no greart confidence. in 

his talk, bur yer he _— that he: would: 


| name ſome one, ſaid, He deſired ro ſce..no. 


one ſo much as his Wife. Upon this theDo+ 


- tor took up a Glaſs that was in thc room, 


and ſetting it down again, bid him. look\mm, 


33 It, which ke did ; and profeſſerhthar he ſavz; 
the perfe&t appearance of his wife z woich 1s 
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the more ſtrange, in that this perſon was an 

abſofnre ftranger'to her. . This my Lord, my 

friend 'averr'd tg me for a certainty ; and he 

1s otiety whoſe word I can repoſe, being a 
man'vety ſaber,and intelligent. I underſtand 

 fince; rhar*rhis Door hath the name of a 
very" odd perſon among his Neighbours . 
and not only the credulous, and cafie vul- 
>ar ſaſpe& him ;*bur even thoſe of more 
nf and /judginent.” TIS 
DOEIRL £ = 0s 


Ty.) 
CS TP " CCI FR IF" 


SECT. II. 


— 


"HUS MY LORD, I have given you 
"oF -. the ſumme of the Relarzow, which I 
exttatted from M, Mompeſſor's own Let- 
rers.” The ſame particulars alſo he writ ta 
the odor of the Chair in Oxford; He is a 
Gentleman of whoſe weracityin this account 
I'kriow not the leaſt ground of ſuſpicion, he 
betnp neither 242,nor credulonus ; bur a di- 
fereer.fapaciom,and manly perſon. You know 
"my Zora, the credze of matters of fact, dc- 
pends much upon the conſideration of the 
Relators; and if 'They cannot be decerved. 
themſc]ves;nor ſuppoſed any wayes merely, 
fi yp 
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of Ted: ; .. Wo 
ſed to impoſe upon others, we. way, and 'We 
ought to acquicſce in their reports: For up- 
on theſe circumſtances all humaze Faith 18 
grounded, and matter of FadF is riot capable 
of any proof beliges, bur that of inmeadzare 
ſenſible Evidence.” 

not be thought 59 zorant * himſelf of the 


Truth, and certainty of what he relates, It 


having been done in his Family, and himfclf 


a Witneſs, and that not of a little, circum-. 


{tance, or two, but of an hundred , not for 
once, or twice only, but for the ſpace of 
ſome years : during which time ke was a 


concerned, and inquiſitive obſerver. Sothat it 
cannot with any ſhew of rcafon'be ſuppoſed: 


that any of his Servants abuſed him, ſince 
in all that time he muſt needs have deteiFed 
the deceit ;, and what intereſt could any of 
his Family have had (if ir had been poſlible 
to have managcd it without diſcovery) to 
continue {ſo long, ſo troubleſome , and fo 
injurious a fallacy. Nor can it with any. 


thing of, more probability be imagined, 


that his own melaxcholly deluded him; 
fince (beſides that, he is no craſie or imagi- 
mative perſon) that humour could not* 
have been fo laſting and pertinacioxs ; - or. 
ifit were fo in him, can we think he it= 


feed his whole Family, and thoſe Mutlti- 
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ow this Gentleman can= _ 
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tudes of his Neighbours and Others, that 


think themſelves as well aflured: of thoſe 
 a&trons, of which: they were Witpefles, as 
himſclf>. Theſe ar&'wi/d Suppoſaſs,, and not 
like to tempt any but thoſe whoſe wills are 
their Reaſons. The min Relator then knew 
bimſelf,, whether what he ſaid was Trae, 
and whether thoſe things which were acted 
in his Houſe were Fxgples, and contrived 
Impoſtares, or extraordinary realities. And 
if ſo, Whar Intereſt could he ſerve it 
maintaining ſuch a cheat, if it were one,and 
| he knewittobe ſo? 

He ſuflered by it in his Name, in his 
Eftate,in his Affairs, and in the general Peace 
af his Family. Thoſe that believ'd not an 
' thing of Spirits, or Witchcraft in thoſe 


Tranſattions, (which were not a few) took 


him for an 7-poſtor. Thoſe that did, many 
of them judg'd the permiſſion of ſuch an 


extraordinary evil, to be the Fudement of Bn 
God upon him, for ſome xotorious impiety. . | © 
[Thus his Name was. continually expoſed 


to Cenſure, and his Efate ſuffered by the 


concourſe of people from all parts to his Þ| R 
houſe, whom he conld not diſmiſs without Þ # 
the Civility of an Entertainment. . And Þ* a 


beſides this, he was hindered, and diverted 
from the proſecution of his Afﬀairs, and be 
could 
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could hardly get;or retain any Servants. To 
which, if I add the continual hurry that his 
Family was in , the affrights,uexations,an 
tofſings up and down of his Children, and 
j the r7atchings and Diſturbance of his whole 
Houſe; in all which himſclf muſt needs be 
the moſt concerned perſon, I ſay,the putting 
fogether of theſe Circumſtances will be: 
evidence enough, that he could have: no, 
intereſt in deſigning to.put a cheat upon the. . 
world, in which he would moſt of all have 
injured,and abuſed himſelf. Or,if he ſhould. 
have deſigned and managed ſo izcredible, ſo' 
profitable an Impoſture , *tis ſtrange he 
ſhould trouble himſelf ſo long in aQtuating 
an abuſrve Artifice, only to deceive, and to. 
be talk'r of. And tis yet more ſo,that none 
| F of thoſe numerous ingai/irzve perſons, thar 
$ came thither pms to Criticiſe, and. 
| Y<xamine the truth of thoſe matters, could 
" Þ make any Diſcoveries; Eſpecially fince many 
| came prejudiced againſt the be/ef of ſuch 
Þ things in geera/,and others reſolved befare- 
hand againſt the belief of *h# ; and all were, 
F permitted all poſſible freedom of ſearch and 
Þ i-quiry : And after things were weighed 
FT and examined, ſeveral that were prejudi-: 
+cated cnough. before, went away ſtrongly. 
convicted. To which I add, That wp are, 
| | ivcrs 
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ti TheDumn 
divers particulars in the Storp,, in which no 
abuſe or deceit could have been practiced ; 
as the motion of Boards and Chairs of them. 
ſelves, the beating of a Drum in the midſt 
of a Room, and in the 4ir, when nothing was 
to be ſeen; the hear that fill'd a whole Room 
without Fire in exceſſive .cold Weather : 


The Scratching ang Parting where nothing. 


ordinary could be ſafpedted-for the cauſe ; 
and feveral others ſuch like: All which 
have numbers of ſober and. unintereſled 
perſons to arreſt them. | 

*TIS true my Lord, . that when the 
Gentlemen the King ſent were there, the 
Houſe was quiet, and nothing heard, or 
ſeen that night. And this was confidently, 
and with tr:umph reported by many as an 
evidence of the nntriuth of the Story. But 
certainly *rwas bur poor Zogick to conclude 
in matters of Fart from a ſingle Negative, 
and ſuch a one againſt numerous Aﬀfirmatives 
and to infer. thar a thing was never done, 
becauſe omitted ar ſuch a ſeaſon ; and that: 


mo body ever | ſaw, what this man, or that. 
did not. By the ſame rule of conſcquenceT- 


may ſay,thar' there were never any Robbers 
upon Salicbury Plains, becauſe 1 have often 
travelled over;them, and never met any of 
thoſe ſorts of Violence $ and the French-mani 

ad 23 | inferred 
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ipferred well, that faid, There Was no.Sum 
iz England, becagſe he was 6 weths here, aud 
pever ſaw it.: This'my Lord,is the common 
Argument of thoſg zhat 'deny.yhe: being: of 
Apparitzons ; They have travelF'd all times 
ot the night, and never ſaw any thing worſe 
jo hemſelues ; 'and it may be fo: There- 
ore »pirits and Apparitions are Zugs and 


Impoſtures, But, why do not fuch. Arguers 
conclude, that. there was never 4.Cat-purſe 
on Zudgate-Hill, becauſe they have paſt thar 
way. a hundred times, and were never met 
wich by any of. thoſe nimble Brattitioners: 
Certainly, he that denyes Apparitions upon 
the confidence of this Negative, 4gainft the 


vaſt heap of poſitive Aſſurances; :is credulows, 


if he believe there was ever: any Hip h-way- 
24n in the world, if he himſelf was never 
rob'd. And the. T7als of Aſefes, and 
Atteſtations of thoſe that have, it he will 
be juſt, ought ro move his aſſext no more 
in this caſe, than in_that of #:itches.and 
CAPPAritions which \ have the: very ſame. 


evidence, Bur for the particular atthe quiet 


of M. Mompeſſer's Houſe, while the Cour- 
tiers were there, ir may be remembred, and 
conſidered, that the. Diſturbances. were not 
alwaycs conſtant, but interrupted by inter- 
wals ot Ceſſation, {pmcrimes 4or ſeveral: 

Po . daycs 
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dayss, andſometimes for weeks, as is meng|[wea; 
tion'd in the Relation, ſome paſſages offyrer 
which, that record thoſe Ceflations, were - 
| Jam ſure written in M. Aompeſſor's Let: [luc 
ters, before thoſe Gentlemen had been ar ra 
Tedworth.” So that its omitting at thar rime [ad 
*is like was meerly accidental; or paſlibly Io: 
the malicious Spirit was not willing to give [eſs 
fo publick a Teſtimony of Its being, and wd 
zroubl:ſome incurſions , for the convincing ſho 1 
thoſe, he had rather ſhould continue in the |, 
disbelief of his exiſtence > but however it | 
were, this circumſtance will afford but a hin 
very flender inference againſt the credze of IA 
the Srory, except among thoſe who are ſ{ 
—y to take any thing for an Arg ment 
againſt things they have an intereſt not to 
js - There are other exceptions 
made againſt rhe Truth of this Relation ,and 
Dr. H. Moreſent me an account of ſome 
particulars that were objetFed at Cambriage, 
to Which I have anſwered in a Lettcr to 
him, and have ſent ir your Lordſhip in 
company with this. hs | 


6 for my Lord, is the ſum of this 
_ Affair; and Thave taken notice of, 
and recorded the partieulars of the Relation, | 
nat to ſatisfie curjoſity, or feed the _— + 
that 


_ ff Tedworth, w5 

.[ibar, delights in wonders, which' are bur. 
Ne [wear deſigns, and unbecoming- one that: 
o{fpretends to any thing that is generowe. But 
[e[canfider it as @ great evidence againſt Sad-' 
tb qifethe Dilcale of our Age.. Aud though. 
AIthole paſlages are not ſo dreadfad,: tragical; 
le fand amezzre, as there are ſome rclated in" 
y Sciewf this kind ; yet are they never the 
© Bleſs probable,or true,tor being leſs prodigiows;! 
d [ind «/o5ſbing. And they are ſtrange enough- 
8 ſho prove themſclves the effet#s of. ſome -;x- 
© foi/ible extraordinary Agent, and to; demon- 
© Iſrace,, that there are. SP7R7TSthat ſome»" 
r times. ſenſibly . intermeddle inout Aﬀeairs 2. 
d 
C 


And I think they:do;it with as maty-'clear! 
ircymitances of eyidence as any.thing that: 
is extant. For theſe 'things werenot done: | 
bng ago, Or at far diſtance, in an ignorand. 
Age; or among a barbarow people, they 
were not ſecn only by 2.or 3 of the melan-. 
bolick, and Superſtitions, and reported by 
; Ithoſe thar made them ſerve the advantage, * 
| Jud intereſt of a Fat#ion. They were not the ©; 
pallages of a day,or night,nor the: waniſbing” 
"Iances of an. Apperition : But thoſe circum- 
tances Were zear,and late,publique,frequent,.” 
and of years continuance ; Wi mnellediby mal. 0 
titudes of competent, and unbiaſt. Arreſtors, 
and aZed in a ſearching and intredulone Age 3! 
—_— | Argtu- 
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Arguments enough for: the convittion of 4 


rpodeſs and:capable reaſon. 
This Relation, :Zord,'. you perevivg 


proves the-Being of SPURET'S' and #2 |/ 


PARITIO NS; but hot fo ditedly: thix 
al:#4 FCHES. and Diabolical Conti att; 

and therefore; while huwabout ie; F half 
add the-other NA RATHY E whith F 
protniſed;yohr. Honour ,"and whith T' re: 
cgived fromthe Jaftize: of Peat? who-took 


the Exeninatids upon Oath t Tis the fame | 


Gentlerhao: to:whom'I direfted- my "Lets 


ter: abbus'327:TJE HORA PT ad aver p 


Jaagriaind;, nnd diols fon: 448! 
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the Exaaniuytios; the ſao 6f whict'9s in 
the - following eelrion: 91961 2'f 369% 3 © 
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JN SHNDA Y25. of Now, £657 
"aboncothrev ofthe Clbckin rhe” at- 
rernoon;: Rich; Totes, chen's fright ly youth, 
bourt.728 years: 61d)-Sbr'- of "Hears "Tide 
of Sheptin- Maltety in this County of Somier-" 
ſet, bcingiih is Fathers Houſe: alone, "and'] 
peceiving -vne lobkirg-1Wthe' Window; 


WEE 


2 Tr of 


Fu * a—— 


-, A Sz - 


7. 
= 


Mt 


» 5,4 

4 
'F 
: 


= 


« \\ 
% % 


© 
= ho 
Z > 4 F 
" n 


went to the door; . where,ong rogks.. 
af the ſame Town (but. by Home une. 
known to-this Boy ) :carpep fx 
Fired him $9give her a pi Ra. Xp Bre fe 
and gave hian an Apple,., 
NE 
ſhoo the hand, 

x night. _ Yourh. EE) Tito the 


* - 4 F# 


© 7 


was —— ill, "and 
leſs ; bur being recovercd 
rher, that YYpman. of the 
Sunday beforey, had. gi him that Apple 
and that ſhe, iroked him. on. the ſee. th 
ſaid, he ke oor ay Nages por he 
rſons it he faw her, Upon this Jones Was 
E viſe 0, invite the Wonith of Shept Ji ot 
il the 8 Web 

_ of _ his Cs illneſs; PT e Chil&' tal 
Heneds ths in caſe the Woman ſhone. on 


punt Ball? 
I told his Bi 


own 5 on he 
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able to ſpeak, he wetkbgjes him an intiz! bt 
mation by '# Jogg, and- deſired that his» Jw. 
Father would then lead him through the! Jth 
Room ;. for he' ſaid he would put his hand! ſis 
upon her, if ſhe were there. Aﬀer this he: |** 
continuing . very ill, many Women came: [£/ 
daily to ſee him : And Fare Brooks the Sun-! Jon 
day after, came ih with wo of her Siſters; cal 
' When ſeveral 'other Women'of the Neighs [#z 


"—_" 


bourhood were there: - | : 
: Upon her coming in, the Boy was taken- [wh 
ſozl, that for ſome time he could net ſee, [Gil 
not. ſpeak ; bur having recovered his fjphry. JB 
| he gave his Father the 'zrem, and bo hunk ep 
- him-abour the Room. The Boy drew tos 
wards Jane Brooks, who was behinde her 
two Siſters, among the other Women, an& | 
pur his hand npon her ; which his Father | 
perceiving,immediately ſeratcheth her Face, 
and drew. blood from her. The Youth then 
prevetcly cryed out that he was well, and ſo 
he continued.7.or 8.days: Bur then meeting 
with Alice Coward, ſiſter to Fane Brooks,who 
pal ng by,ſaid ro him{ How do you ry Honey?] 
He zpolent! fell ill again. And:atter that,the Jv 
{aid Coward, and Brooks often #ppeared ts ſhe | 
him:The Boy would deſcribe the'Cloathes and nw! 
_ . Habit they were in at the time, exaQly, as | 
he Conſtable; ant others, havefound upoh [9% 


repairing Þ , 


+ [rEfaicing to them; thetigh BrutF's houſe” 
> [was at 8 good diſtance from Foxes's, This 
hey often tryed,and alwayes found the Boy. 
robe in his* Deſcriptions; © - 
; j**On a certain Sunday about Noon, the 
> Jchilde being im a Room with his Father, and 
! Jone Gibſon, and in his Zix,, He on the fudden 
: Fealled out, that he ſaw Fare Brooks on the 
. {#«l, and painted to' the phace, where itm- 
: Imediarely Gibſon truth with a Knife 5 upon! 
which the Boy crycd oyt, [ 0 Father, Cox. 
- [Gibſon harh car Jane Keooks's hand, and "tis 
_ $&body. ] The Farher,and: Gibſon imumediately 
- Ftepaired to the Conſtable, a diſcreet perſon, 
and acquainrting him with what had paſt, 
deſtred him -ro'go with them to' Fave Brooks 
-JHouſe,which he did. They found her fitting = 
In her Room on a ſtool with one hand over 
the other. The Conſtable asKd her bow 
ſhe did > ſhe anſwered, zot well. He asK'd 
ain, why ſhe fate with one hand over the 
other 2 ſhe replyed, She was wort 7o ao ſo, * 
fe enquired it any thing were amiſs with 
her hand > her anſwer was; Jt was well 
[tzough. The Conſtable deſired he might ſee _ 


[inwilling to ſhew him,” he drew it our, 
and foitnd it body, accotding ro what the 


1229 had" faid” Brirlg ask'r how it came 
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he hand that was under 5 which ſhe being 


150 FbeDeoyun 
ſo, ſhe ſaid,.'7: Was ſeratched with a great " 


Pin. 


n the 8. of December, 1657. the Buy, 
Fane Brooks, and Alice Coward , appeared b, 
at Caſtle-Cary,, beſore the Fuſtices, M, Hunt, if 
and M. Cary, The Boy having begun to giveſ 
his. Tefimony upon. the coming in of chef 4; 
two Womien,. and their /oking on hini,was 1 
inſtantly \ taken Peecbleff, and fo remained], 
til the Women were removed out of thef , 
Room, and then in a \bort time, upon 
exainination, he gave a fall relation of the: 
mentioned particulars. 

- On the 11; of Tanuary following, the By 
was again examined by the ſame 7 ilices al, 
Shej ton Mallet, and upon the fight of Jam 7 
Brocks was again taken ſpeechleſs, but way "þ 
zot ſo afterwards, when Alice Coward came 'ty 
into the room to him. TR 1 

. On the next appearance at Sheptowhich af 
was on the 17, of February, there wets ba 
preſent many Gertlemen, Miniſters, andl.c 
others: the Boy fell into his Fit upon theſ,, 
fignt of Jae Brooks, and lay in a man\y, © 
Arms like a dead perſon : the #omap Was FY 
then willed toTay ker hand on, bizny, whighl, 
tte dia,and he thereupon farted, and ſprang Fy 
our in a very ſtrange and unuſual” manney Na 
One of the Juſtices to prevent all pailig "on 
nt 
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& | fities of Leyerdemain, caſed” Gibſon, and 
7'] the reſt'tofithd of from the 'Boy, and rhich 
q that Fa#tice himſelf held him. The youth 
"] being blind-folded, the Juſtice calld as 
if Brooks ſhotuld touch him , bur winked to 
others to doit, which 2 or 3 ſuccefſivel 
did ; but the Boy appeared not concern 
- The F#ftze then call'd on the Father to take 
i him, but had privately before deſired 'otie - 
"| 'M. Geoffry Strode to bring, Fave Brooks to 
be touch him; at fuch time, as he ſhould call 
for his 'Father ; which was done, and the 
,. | 39 immediately ſprang out after a very odd 
JF and violent-faſhion. He was after touched 
by ſeveral perſons, and moved not , but 
Faxe Brooks being again cauſed to pur her 
hand upon him, he fared and ſprang out 
twice or thrice, as before, All this while 
| Þ he remained in his F/#, and ſome time 
after ; and being then laid, -on a Bed in the 
1 Jame Room, the people preſent could not 
he for a long time bow cither of his £475, or 


n's SS. 


Between the mentioned 15. of Nov. and 
ich the 12x, of Fax. the two Women appeared 
"often to the Boy, their Hapds oold, their Eyes 

flaring, and their Lips, and Cheeks looking 
Ya. ale. In: this manner on a Thurſday abour 
Hh. tioon, "the Boy being newly laid into his 

i | M 2 | Beds 
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Bed,Fare Brooks,and Alice Coward appeared |... 
to him, and told him, that what they had | 7 
begun, they could not perform.. Bur if he | 
would ſay no more of it, they would give 
him wozey, and ſo put a #wo-pexce into his || (+ 
Pocket. After which they took /him out of | pq 
his Bed, laid him on the ground, and va-| ,, 
'niſhed ; and the Boy was found by thoſe I 
that came-next.into the Room lying on the || , 
floor, as it he had been dead. The two- u} 
pence was ſeen by many, and when it was |, 
put into the Fire, and hor, the Boy would |; 
fall ill ; bur as ſoon as ic was taken out, and ry 
. cold, he would be again as well as before. | &; 
This was ſeen and obſerved by a Miniſter, I, 
a diſcreet perſon, when the Boy was in one [|p, 
Room,and the two-perce(without his know- 7, 
ledge) put into the Fire in another : and, 
"this was divers times trycd in the preſence ſy, 
of ſeveral perſons. 

Betwecn the $8. of December, and the 
17. of Feb, inthe year mention'd, divers 
perſons at ſundry times heard in the Boy 
a noiſe like the croakiug of a Toad, and a 
voice within him, ſaying, Faxe Brooks, ſg. 
Mice Coward, twelve times 'in near 4 b 

uarter of an hour. At the ſame timer, 
wk held a Candle before the Boyes top 
face, and carneſtly looked on him , ” 5s 
could|- 
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a | could not perceive the leaſt motion of his. 
d Tongue, Teecth,' or Lips, while the voice” 
© | was heard. Oo) 7 $6 he 
'C On the 25. of Feb. between two and 
8 | three in the afternoon, the Boy being at the 
! | Houſe of Richard Iſles in Shepton Mallet,” 
7 | went out of the Room into the Garden'; + 
ſe Iles his Wite followed him , ' and - was” 
* | within two yards when ſhe ſaw him rife 
0% up from the ground before her , and: fo! 
3} mounted higher and higher, till he paſſed in 
| the Air over the Garden Wall;and was car- 
nd ryed ſo above ground more then 300.yards, 
& | falling at laſt at one Jordan's door ar Shep- 
Tt} oz, where he was found as dead for a time.” 
XI But coming to himſelf, told Fordan' that: 
Jane Brooks had taken him up by the Arme 
nd Bout of 7s his Garden, and carryed him in 
C<lthe Air, as is related. 
| The Boy at feveral other times. was 
he zone on the ſuddain , and. upon ſearch at- 
T5 Fter him, found. in another room as: deadg 
and at ſomctimes ſtrangely hanging above 
% ground , his hands being flat againſt a 
6, 7 Beam in the top of the room , and all _ 
#Iiis body two or three foot from ground. 
n-JThere he hath hung a quarter of an hour 
©ltogerher.; and being afterwards come to 
Wihimſelf, he rold thoſe that found him, that 
1d M 3 Fane 


” 
> 
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Farr Brooks had: carryed him to thatplace, | 
_ and beld him there.. Nine people at a time. 
ſaw the Boy ſo ſtrangely hanging by the 


From the 15.'0f November , to the 10; 


of March tollowing,he was by reaſon of his 
Fitg much waſted in his body, . and unſpi- 
rited ; but after that time, beings the day 
the two VVomen were ſent to Goal, he ha 
no:miore of thoſe Bits. - 


::!Fane Brooks was condemned, and executed 


at:Charde Aﬀizes, Merch 26. 16 58. 


-:THIS,MY LORD.is the ſum of M. Hunt's 
NARRATIVE. which concludes with both 
the Juſtices atteſtation, thus, 


:'The afereſaid paſſages were ſome of them 
—. feenby 8, = the reſt, and ſome 0- 
©:':; ther remarkable ones not here ſet down, 
© (were, upon the examination of ſeveral 
eredible witneſſes, taken upon Oath be- 


* : fore ©. ' 

3 3B; Subſcribed, 
Rob, Hunt, 
Foha Cary. 
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5 & HIS, I think, is goqd cvidence,of 
_ the Being of witches; ,if the Sadduce 
be not ſatisfied with it, 1. would fain know, 
what kinde of proof he would expe > Here 
are the 2eftimory of ſenſe, the Oaths of ſeve- 
ral credible Atteſtors, the nice and deliberate 
ſcrutiny of quick-ſighted and judicions Ex4+ 
miners, and the judement of, an Afſize vpon, 
the whole. And now the ſecurity of all our 
Lives and Fortunes depends ypen no greater 
circumſtances of evidence then theſe... It 
ſuch proof may. not be credited, no Fac#. 
can be proved, no wickedneſs can be puniſh'd; 
no r/9ht can be determined,” Law 1s at an, 
end, and blinde Fuſtice cannot tell where to 


| frike. Allen are lyars, and the Long Sword, 


mult ſettle properties, and reſolve all doubts. 
of Truth, and Claim. Theſe large morſels,: 
my. Lord, he that denies ſuch eviderces of: 
fact muſt ſwallow, and then let him tell me: 
by what zi#fe he holds any thing' he poſleſ-, 
ſeth > How ptoves he his Relations and con»: 
ſequently Succeſſion to: the rights of..his\ 
preſumed progenitors? and.:*us no . great: 
matter whether he can or no, ſince when: 


| that is done, How will-iz appear; that his. 
| Bonds, Entails, and Leaſes are not Forgeries, 


and zricks of Couſenage? And how will he 
M4 clear 
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. clear his own Bargains and Tranſactions of 
buſineſs from being Dreams and Ulizfions ? 
Certainly, he thatruns upon all theſe Rocks, 
and layes the train of ſo many dangerous ab- 
ſerdities, hath ſome mighty wind that drives 
him, and ſome huge neceſſity for his con- 
clnfion, and nothing elſe can. juſtifie his aſ- 
fertion, That thoſe things of Witches are not 
zrue ; but this other, That they are impoſſt- 
ble ; and when he hath done zhar,Þle uſe his 
_ arguments to prove all the world is a great 
znchanted Houſe, and Nature a grand Impo- 
ftare,viz. thar yeally there are no ſuch things 
as are repreſented to our gul'd and abufed 
ſenſes,but that all are meer preſtigious ſhews, 
and phantaſtical Ideas. 1 ſay, my Lord, I'c 
prove thi by the ſame method of arguing 
that concludes againſt the poſſibzlzty of the 
ations of witchcraft,which 1 know can pro- | 
ceed but to this inference, That the mode of 
thoſe performances is not perceived ; from 
whence, if it be juſt to infer, That the things 
are not ; Te ſetup for a Sceptick, and uſe 
the argument —=_ all the objedFs of my 
ſenſes; which 1 have elſewhere ſaid, and 


proved to be really as wrconceiveable and 
wnaccountable as the obtruſeſt matters of 
Magick and Faſcinatins. . | 
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| And now, my Lord, after all, L admireto 
hear what ſome objef, that I' deliver much, 


fide aliens, bur little, fide propria ; the ſenſe. - 


of which ObjeFion muſt be this, if any, That 


the further any. Relatjox of this kind is re- 
moved from it's firſt witneſſes,and Atteſfors,. 


the more liable it is to the ſuſpicions of 
miſtake, or deceit ; and this being oxe re- 
move from the #y2medz;ate Relators is con- 
ſequently, oe from certainty : which ex- 
ception can do no more but ſhew, how wil- 
ling ſome men are, to catch at any thing, 
that may give the leaſt appearance of ſup- 
port to their ſinking Infidelity ; and your 
Lordſhip may wonder I ſhould take no- 
tice of ſuch a trifle, when I have declar'd, 
That theſe Relations are the extradts of the 
Gentlemens own Narratives, who are men 
of zote, and credit, yet living, and have at- 
teſted all thoſe particulars under their hands, 
and in their perſons publiquely ; when theſe 
things are gererally known, have been wit- 
neſt by great Numbers, ſworn by Divers, and 


tried, and found at the publique Aſze, inthe, | | 


face ofthe County where they were done, 
as I have a - I ſay, to objefF the want 
of the proper Teſtimony of the Relator, when 
there 1s that, and the Faith of a Country to 
witneſs the truth of Relations cloathed = 
uc 
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ſuch w0torioue circumſtances +, TH This 
is but the /b3f+ of thoſe,that. want ſomewhar 
to ſay to parpore. 

"But, my 
Lotdfhip's trouble ; {Lrecal ir, and muſt 
permit 1t to add no more, but that I am, 
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Your Lordſpir's moſt obliged 


rd, my Pen runs out to your 


My Loxo, 


Humble Servant 


J. G. 
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ae. 
Honoured Sir, eres 0 
{Hem ſcrupulous care you take in ex» 
_ amining' the Story of the- Drſtirbaree 
at TEDWORTH, is no more then'be- 
comes a Thilefopher, and- one that is not 
willing to be deceived. And without ſuch 
a cautions, and particular enquiry, you could 
not anſwer the aurmures,: and. petty evi 
ons of wilful Unbelievers. Thoſe 0hjetti- 
os you pickt up at Cambridge," have the 
ill fortune to miſcarry in almoſt ow 
circumſtance ; and are in no- likelihoc 
of being believed, bur at a great diſtajice. 
Some of them , +I could have anſwered 
upon mine own knowledge ; and © con 
cerning the reſt , I have made a ſtrict in- 


quiry 
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viry of M. Mompeſſon himſelf, and o- 
thers ,. when. I was laſt in choſe parts ; and 
-upon certam information; I give you this 
account, 

To the {-1./) rhar- faith, The Houſe is 
rented, and that this is a device to beat 
down the witytiof it. 1 atifwer from his 
mouth , That the Howſe is his own; and 
ſo-the-foandation of this- ſhift 1s. over- 
turned. The ſecoxd of thoſe that ſay, 7z 
# 4 trick to get money "from thoſe that come 
zo. ſee the Prodigy » hath- as little #rnth:, 
but much more lice in_the firſt _con- 
trivers than the former: For this Gen- 
tleman, dejng:.a -perfow'ot 'Eſtate , Vnie 
Senfident ſcatus G. faſez:i and foi beggerly 
A; polic Y'3 and. 1s {o far from | maktyg any 
 Adyantagebytbe' Diſorbayes,' that Zharh 
dohe hum; yery/ material-prejudice in: his 
Forianes'y and: fares; And thoſe ftrangers 
thatcome tore the Prodigy, uſe ro leave 
agething bebifde:rhem ;Jecktd pt thanks:for 
4he- C:vilex' at their £xtertatments.  *Tis 
#rue; (3.):'as others ſay; That zhe Houſe 
#. boarded without , ar keaft a great part of 
&2:: Bur -rhere : are no , Cellars | (as the 
QbjeRion adds )' ſave only under the Pay- 
Joar ;,' and: the Diftarbavce: was molt in 
other Roons. 'And' whereas (4 ) 'tis ob- 
VE! jected, 


Drollery and At 
ieacd; That « Knight that offer d to. gi 
= ,. could not be lends cal - 
ſwer'd me, that the Gentleman. might 
have gone down, had he plasd ; and. 
his Servant did, who made a carefyl ſearch; 
bur . could finde nothing that'-mught be 
a cauſe of the noiſe-, which he affirmed 
to. be above ; and that it proceeded not 
fram the Cellar. And to diſable what o- 
ther. Objefors ſay, wiz. ( 5.) That there 
was n0 Drumming in the midſt of any Room, 
but only a ſtriking on the Boards as it. were 
with. 4 owes 7” - corner. of - Out - 
ſides - of the Hogſe ; I lay, th,null this, 
Ferxce ar . Mompeſſon Sd others allored 
me, that the noiſe was oft in the midſt: of 
the Row, and oft overhead,z:and he faith 
that there is ſcarce a ſax, or: Childe , in 
the Village, bur hath heard',. and can wit- 
neſs it. And after the firſt moneth ic was 
almoſt alwayes within. Thus, Sir, to the 
Objettions - others which you have ga- 
ther'd. And to' your own Qzeries I make 
mus rerurn... | | 

. Whereas you inquire (1.) what lag 
of the Childrens Bed did the-Demon be. 
and what miſe did it make? 'Tis anfwet- 
£d, that it beat againſt the Head and Poſts: 
of the Bed, and that. whch hands _ 
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{aid on each fide of then, at” thoſe tithes 
they -would: ſhake as if they. would fall in 
pieces ; bur-nothing: elſe*could be petcti- 
ved, or felt. The noiſe wa#' like to that of 

firiking with a'Hammer. -' And' then ( 2.) 

To that, whether the Drammer's Drum was 
ever looked on while it beat ,, or was it only 
in the Dark? i I am aflured, that zt was 
ſeen while rhe noiſe was made upon it, 
borh by- the light of Fire, ' and Candle. 
(3-) To rhe Quer 5 what were the Boards 
that moved,” by what light was their motion 
ſeen , | and by "whom? - M.” Mompeſſon' an 
Fwers, They: were ſeen move forwards, and 
backwards/1n the light of clear day ;-be- 
fore the Sun was fet; and'by a whole houſe 
full of people. And whereas ( 4.) you 
.ask , 1» what- clearneſs :of - light were the 
Chairs ſeen walk about, and:by what witnef- 
ſes? *Tis anſwered, 'That they. were ſeen 
10 do ſo by 'Candle-light; and by divers 
perſons. ' Wh 

- As to. what I was  witrcſs of my ſet, 
I add theſe circumſtances for the ſatisfa- 

'@aion of your Quzries.' The Children 

were in-Bed-:," when the' Scratching and 

-panting was ;* but I am ſure did not con- 

-fribute ta rhole noiſes. 1 ſaw their hands 

-above the Cloathes, during the Scraping, 


[l 
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and 


{nd fearched; the place whence the noiſe 
came : To which 1 might add, That they 
were little harmleſs, modeſt Girles, that 
could not well have been ſuſpected guilty 
of the confidence of ſuch a juggle, had- ir 
been poſltble they could. have aced in it. 
For the parting, I am certain there was no 
dog in the Bcd ; for 1 graſpt it with 'my 
hand, andfelr it in all parts, eſpecially there 
where the original motion was. The Bea 
o Was ſearcht under, but ns Dog, nor any 
creature elſe could be found there... The 
Floor 1 ſaid ſhook with the - panting ſexſubly. 
and yet it was as firong and ſubſtantial an 
one, as ordinarily is ſeen. But the Children 
indeed did not ſeem to be much concerwd, 
having been us'd to thoſe, and ruder zoiſes, 
ind there was company in the room to 
aflure them. | 


n 
C——_ 


wo meet. a 


SE GT, II. 


PHUS, Sir, I have. briefly anſwer'd 
8 _ others OBJECTIONS, and. your . 
QUERIES. And becauſe I have an hu- 
mour to ſay little more, I'e conſider (what 


you know as well as any man alive)rhe Rea- 
N ns 


! ; "> # " REP 9 Ie. 3 
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for# men are fo apt "to cavill atthis kind of 
Relations, and re tather willitty to believe 
anything then the tratirof ſuch a Narrative, 
Theyare-chiefty, I think, an affeFed humiir 


of DROLLERY,' and Scoffeng, 'and a worſe | 


cauſe, ATHEISM, PA | 
F OR'the Fir58,: the Subje@t of witches, 


4y-: ind Apparitions is an apt,” and ample 
'Sccaibn. And the cheats of Impoſtors, the 


'coweattts of Melantholly , the credulity off 


*4norance, the tricks of waggery, the more 
Pleven vanities ot Superſtition, and the tales 
'of old Women ;aheſeare excellent Topicks for 
'a frolick and warton fancy, And'ithe deſire 
the” Humonuriſt hath to be ſoc 'body, and 
to-have a z4me above thoſe of common ap- 
' prehenfion, - will be-ſure to actuacte the ſeof- 
fing vein ; inthe exerciſe of which, it he 


have quibbled Inckity, and made folks laugh 


he is encouraged tb take all ſuch occaſionJ 


to prove himſelf a'W 1T, and to ſhew he 
_hada pretty way to play the Fool. And whe 
he hath waxtox'd a while,and trolickly toy'd 


 - tt his dffeffed merrimentshis reaſon becomey 


:[#1obedicnt ſervant to his fancy. *He make: 
- Himſelf believe, by thoſe arguments, that i 


"#iefwere intended only to make him Jawghy 
"Ns the end,” concludes in eareſt, - rna 
6 - rhe 


d 
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there is neither Fitch, not Apparitionz and 
'tis well if he ftop there. Now theſe, 'Sir, 
are the W ITS (if we will believe them) 
and their admirers take every je## for' af 
argument, and a lond laugh upon an idle tale 
of a Devil, or a Witch, 'ter a' demonſtration 
of rhe 20-exiſtence of ſuch' beings. And 


thus the hymour propagates, And SAD- 


DU CISM is the Faſb70z: Ner is.this' all; 
bur by the ſame method every thing that is 
ſacred, or ſerious hath been expoſed , and 
both Government, and Religion made the 
objects of idle,” and phantaſtick buffoonyy. 
And muſt we call this VVIT Sit 2 I confeſs 
there are few things that urge me to more 
indignation, than to hear that name which 
deſerves to fignifie better;to be ſo injurivuſly 


metaphor, or a lucky fimile, a wild fetch, or 
unexpected inference, a mimick ation, or 4 


pretty knack in telling of a tale : Bur 1t is 2 
J faculty to profound into the depth of things, 
F ro finde out their Cauſes, and Relatives, 


Conſonances,and Diſagreements, and to make 


uy fir, uſeful, and unobvious applications of their 


| reſpeRive: Relations and Deperdances ; for . 


52 which great,and noble exerciſes of the mind, 


FJ the Droll is the moſt unfit and incompetent 
$i perſon in the World ; and thoſe that on 


N2. this 
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this account aſſume the prerogative of being 
the only WITS, are of all men the m 

incapable of being ſo. For that 3r#vial,and 
pealing way of Fancy, and Humour, to which 
they are addicted, emaſculates their minds, 
= makesthem ſuperficial, flaſhy, and phas- 
z:ſtical, by imploying them upon effemine- 
cies, and lictle apiſh Foleries, And by theſe 
darling entertainments of a too fondly-indul- 
ged fancy, the mind is made incapable of 
ſerious and deep refledtions, which give it the 


that I have obſerv'd,that the Drollivo Humo- 
7i#s are for the moſt part, cs”. F defe- 
Five, in cloſe ratiocinations, and the worft in 
the world at zxferexce; which is no wonder, 
fince fancy is a deſultory, and roving faculty ; 
and _— *tis not __ the condut# of 2 
ewere j t, not able to keep it ſelf to 
p pos 4 eta attention ; ranch leſs, 
to make coherent chains of rational Deduttion. 
So that *tis next to.1mpoſſible for fuch wits 
as theſe, to arrive to more than a. knack of 
ſcoffing at what they anderſtard not. And they 


of doing ſo, by every thing that is too great 
for their comprehenfion ; tor- the humonr 
that ads them is proud, and aſſuming, and 


zobl:ft, and moſt valuable improvements : (o 


are under almoſt an i»vincible temptation 


would not have any thing to be valu'd, of 
| which | 
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0 hm. 


file ned the futilities and-prejudices of Zamaps- 
| ration : WE aret ben,and not till thengroWwn 


which it ſelf is incapable; and therefore it 
depreciates all the #obler and more generous 
matters which 77 hath'very great-reaſonto 
m_— of ; and endeavours by a ridiculens, 
and z»ſolent ſcorn, to lift it ſe}t above them. 
And yet this preſumed wit which raiſeth 
them to ſuch an elevation in their own cz- 
cett, 1s bur a young and: bdyifo bumour.y". and 
the very firft' eſſayes of Fuwvenile Inventions 
are in theſe exerciſes of Fancy, which the 
waturer ſpirit out-grows. For you know, 


| Sir, our. ſenſes are the firſt powers we exer- 


ciſe, and inaulze in our greeneſt years.:\ Brom 
them, by degrees our imupivations grow Up, 
and theer ations, and:.grarifications -are 
the pleaſures' and enterrainments of yourb', 
which-is eaſie to obſerve=imthe liccle fires, 
quibbles; and tricks of Fancy, with" which 
the younger Students inthe Univerfopivrare 
fo-much tickled, and tranſported.. Butiwyhen 
aze and experience _— 'the Fugraent 
(which is:the faculty of floweſt growth):we 
then flight xhis wantonneſs; and foing'ot 
our Fezcjes, and apply ourdelves to puriuits 
that are more ws and concerning. And 
when the Judgment is come to its full exer- 
viſe, -and-pirch, and hath overcome,: and 
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into::zezhood.- And thoſe that never arrive 
to: this.confiſtexce, bur-ſpend thein'Age in 
fooling; with their : Fancies ,. They are: yet 
children, though 'they have gray hairs, 'and 
are {till boyes,-: thoughpaſt their great C/i 
meedferrcat.: fc dy oe 0 EH = 
-i& canfeſs,: Sir, 'F am not ſo cynical, and 
ſevere; but tharallow even to the more 
#mproved \. Geninuſſes, their relaxations and 
leafanr- Intervals ,.: And ſage Socrates hime- 
It -ſometimes' rid: the Boyes. Hohby-Hor ſe. 
Fancy may. be permitted its plaiſaxce, and 
zn-offenſive railexies, (o long as they are go- 
verned by the-rulkes:of vertue, and a prudent 
Fudgment. And:nodoubt God. himſelf. al- 
Jows all our powers, and faculties. their 7119 
ment gratifications'; Nea, and I acknow- 
ledge a delightful: pretrineſs inthe reſults of 
Armenaged and judicious fancy', While It 1s 


, (emplayed. in. expoſing vice.z:and concerted | 


Folkes,.. to deſerved - ſcorn and Laughter. 
But: when {mage#ation is rumpant:, looſe , 
and wagoverncd, when it. knows wnibourds, 
- -and obſerves*no: Decorums ,:butifhoors: at 
'Renaome, and infolently flies at:al:chings 
- that are auguſt, and: venerable; its ſalljes 
are then 2/7710, and deteſtabJe exreſſes; and 
"thoſe that are of this huronr, are but a ſort 
of fleering Bufſeons, that is, a better kinde' of 
EL Wo | Apes, 
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UT SIR; Tintimated a'greater charge 
LI againſt thele quibbling debauches, (v12.) 
that they arc the enemies of G O V ERN- 
MEN T and RE L1IG1ON; and frall 
prove # , with this addition , thar the 
are ſo of all the better ſorts of K N'OW 
RENT ITE ” 
For GOVER MEN T you know fit}: 
its 7»fluexce' depends much upon the rewe- 
rence its Rulers have from 'the' people”; 
and while They are er, there will be 


*2 


miſcarriages in publick afſairs, and MANAD #-- 


ments of State ; And if all the' flips,” and' 
imperfections; all the miſtakes and faults 
of the ſupreme gone 190 of © Rule , be" tat- 
tled AE agoravatcd among” the herd, The 
Governiit will thereby be expoſed tothe 
ſeorns of the Rabble, and loſe a great part 
of its force with its reverente: And in #h6 it 
ſuffers infinitely from: the- drolling' phanta- 

ſticks, who blow in the' ſores, till rhey have 
| | N 4 rankled 


172 Refletons Or 


rankled chem, with their maliczoree, and por- | 


ſonows breath , and ſhoot Libels ar; the Go- 
verument till they have made deep wounds 


in its reputation, and Reverence , and turned, 


every tongue into a weapon of War againſt 
| it. Thus do theſe Chams diſcover their 
Father's nakednels, and rejoyce to publiſh 
the ſhame of thoſe , whoſe failures and 
infirmities , Loyalty, Prudence, and regard 
to the publique quiet, ſhould oblige them to 
conceal. | 

Nor (2z.) is RELIGION more behol- 
den:to them, For: a minde that uſerh tg 
whiffle up and down in the Zevities of Fancy, 
w1ll finde a very great indiſpoſition to the 
ſeriows,and ſolemn excrciſes of Piety, and that 
will grow into an averſazion, which will 
be ſure to prompt the humonriſtto take all 
occaſions.to expoſe z# : ſo that he quickly 
Jeſs at Scripture, and makes a mock of fin, 
playes with eternal flames, and ſcoffs ar thoſe 
that fear them. As if the ſacred Oracles 
were but a Legend of idle Tales; and fir 
but. a name coin'd by Faxcy, and vain fears; 
- asf Hell were but a painted firegand the 
Relipions a fort of timeroms Fools, that are 
afraid of Buggs, and the Imagery of Dreams ; 
and if theſe are-nar yet the real Articles of 
their Creed, thcir extravagant Fancies, an " 
| | vile 
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wile affettiens are like in a ſhort :time to 
enicline theſe /zehr, .and ipure._Ipirits., .ta 
make them ſo ,. and this ſort of its are 
cither 4cheifts, or as great prodigtes of Folly, 


if they are »otz ſince to believea God that 


made, ſees, and will judge them ; and to fcoff 
ar that Tremendaws: Majeſty before wham 
their Brother -WIT S below tremble; to 
think the Scriptures are the Inſpirations of 
the God of Heaven, the Laws: of Sewls., 
and grand Inſtruments of Immortal. happi- 
neſs, and yet.tq dro upon. them, and to jell 
with the records of eternity ; 10 believe end- 
leſs Torments, and. everlaſting Foyes in the | 
ſtate ; immediately ſucceeding... thele.. our 
ſhare and uncertain Beings, and yet.to ſort 
with the bs Ged,. and to make #r7icks 
at eternal terrers.; to ralktrivially of beatifi- 
cal enjoyments, and. to make. as, hold: wit 

Heaven, as they do with an imaginary Elyft- 
PH . Theſe, I ſay, ar2 follies, theſe axe de- 
grees of Impudence beyond. all aggravativr , 
or poſſibilities of expreſſion:; and-did_ not 
fad expericnce ſhew. them, . ane would 
ſcarce believe :there.. were Such prodigroges 
Afr: in. nature. And to-yheſe things 1 
add, Cole. — +0 

"*(3.) Theſe idle Drel;j/{s-have an utter 
antipathy to all. che, braver and more ge- 
7, | . anerous 
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things of conſequence, and Weghr. Andin- 
deed frotitknefs of Fancy; and ſolidity *of 


row, £54 © 


much below-his” ſerious notice ," as ti x are 


ty of the extravagant: ſort of Chymits , 
the ford Boats of ſome bold” pretenders 
to Philoſophy, and experiment ; the /frange- 
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Drollery'and Atheiſm. ws 
neſs of: things that-ſoberer Inquiſitors de: 
= | clare praficable, 'but have not' yet ſucteedeſ, 
4 | the meanreſf and ſeeming conteupriblexef 
£ | of-miany Subje&s; the expirimenter "1s 
> | oftenobliged to dealin : Theſs' afford plains 
S | fible arguments 'for Drolling" Haranguts, 
> 
: 


p 


and thoſe - advantages are raken' ro make 
the moſt »ſefub>Theories, and -Endeavours 
appear ridiculowe and vain; And: for the 
rg, carmen of the pharira$tick ," in' tits 
inſolent hamour of inufice, and abuſe, 
there is a certain exvy in mankind againſt 
thoſe that attemps any thing extraordina- 
ry, which makes men willing to embrace 
and applaud hat which expoſeth what 
themſelves cannot af, nor comprehend ; 
by reaſon of which ll ature in the gene- 
rality, yea, even of-thoſe that pretend td 
ſomething' ; This'kinde of "#7 becomes 
the moſt. peFfilext enemy to knowledge, 
and'it's improvements, eſpecially 'to' pb4* 
taſophick wiſdom.' For Philoſophy can ſhame; 
and diſable all the reaſozs that can be urged 
againſt it ; - but jeff; and loud laughter are 
nor: tobe confuted:- and' yet 'theſe- are of 
more force to degrade a thing'in the eſteem 
of:ſome ſort. of Spirits, than' the moſt Fs 
tent Hemonftrations : and the miſchief of 
tis; that theſe' Quibblers and Bufſoons hos 
ci avVc 
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c ſome {the ſcraps of: Learning match 
wirh a great proportion of Cenfidence, have 
commonly the luck to be celebrated among 
)e yulgar for men of great perfs and know. 
edge ; and that opinion of them gains credit 
to their ixfolcacies, and ehuſes, © | 


 -.. But, Sir, I perceive = zeal againſt thoſe 


pedlars of Withathtranſported me to your 
trouble, therefore make an abrupt return 
tommy other reaſon mentioned, of mens,dil- 
belict of the Being of mzches, and Apparits- 
ons, ayd that is: 7 22 9190 
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.THEITS M;, the Folly of which 
-,.- £ Irieecarſed madneſs, You, Sir, have 
ſo. fully. giſcoyered to the.world, in. your 
incomparable Works, and fo throughly 
underſtand the ayfteries of that black 'can- 
ſpiracy again heaven, that *trwould be 

nd for-me to think to ſuggeſt any notion 
an the Subje&, which you could not teach. 
Bur, Sir, ] have a Relation about this matter 
to,makeyou, which I believe you will nat 
be unwilling to hear. :And'you ſhall have 
it when '1 have taken notice, That there 


is* 


is a letent Atheiſm at the root of the 
SADDUCEAN Principle: -for too 
many deny Fitches., becanſe they believe 
there are no Spirits; and they are fo per- 
Faded becauſe they own no Being in the 
world, but wetter, and the reſults of motion, 
and conſequently, can acknowledge zorhing 
of a:God. YE Eee : 

It hath indeed been a Qneſtion, whether 
'ris poſſible there ſhould be fuch a prodigy 
as a ſpeculative Atheiſt in nature; and L 
could wiſh it were ſo fill : But alas, our 
Age and Experience hath ended the Diſ- 
pure; and we need not ſearch the dark , 
and barbarous corners of America, nor ſeek 
the Morſter among the wilde Mer of the 
Deſart ; we have found him in Times of 
Light, in a witty, and civiliz'd Region, and 
in an Age of, the greateſt knowledge and 
improvements: he ſcutks not among the 
thickeſt of the woods, nor ſeeks Caverns 
for concealment ; bur braves the Sun, and 


appears in the cleareſ} day. And the Fool is 


not ſo modeſt as he was in the dayes of the 
Rojal Prophet, toſay only in his heart, There 
# 220 God : we know a bolder ſort of 1#fi- 
dels, and 1 can ſay, Sir, from a particular 
experience, Thar there are, who deny the 
exiſtence of a Deity, TI met with one ſuch 
, ſome 
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ſome years. ſince in -Zowdoyw, who con- 
fidently , and , without mipcing.,. denyed 
that there was any ſuch Being, and bid me 
prove it. I wondered at the. boldneſs , (as 
well as the piety) of his ſaying ; and. be- 
cauſe I had a great compaſſion for one in 
ſo deplorable a ſtate, I reſolved not to ex- 
aſperate him by paſſion, hard words , or 
damning Sentences, but calmly , and with- 
out ſeeming emotion, diſcourſed- the bu- 
ſineſs with him: I granted him all I ſafely 
or reaſonably could, and all that might 
ſerve my deſign for his convidtien , be- 
fore we began the cloſe ingagement ; that 
ſo he might have leſs prejudice againſt 
what was ſaid by one whom he might ſee 
not to be of a »errow, confined judgment ; 
and that I might not have the diſadvantage 
of being put upon the impugning of Prim- 
ciples which are plauſible by the great 
names, or reaſons of any cminent Philo- 
ſophers, and that were not abſolutely ne- 
' cellary for the defence of the Propoſition , 
for which I undertook; ſuch were the 
Platonick Anima Mundi , the eternity, and 
Smmenſity of the world ; which , Sir, 
though I ſhould not affirm, yet I would not 
at that time dery, bur arid granted them 
as Hypotheſeis : being willing to _ 
is 
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his belief of- vheſe, tn order to the convin- © 
ng 


cing and diſabuſing him in his 2w4in', and. 
:deadly conclufion.;” :And by theſe ronceſſions 


1'gain'd the advantages 1 expected ; for 
hore he- was«difappointed of: a{{i thoſe 


plauſuilities, i which I perccived he was 
-wors- to urge for: thoſe DoErines. ' And 
I, ſaw, that. when .he was: preſt. with the 


 neceſfity of a cauſe of all things, and a Firſt, 
_ his refuge was: :that old Epicurean one , of 


'atv-eternal , infinite matter; which when 
bis a»wary oppoſites would attempt to diſ- 
prove by endeavouring to demonſtrate the 


. beginning ,- and Finiteneſs of the world , 


-'They gave-him. the: opportunity of a co- 
lourable Defezce:,- and: diverted from the 


.. main Theſis, Which might be evinced 


though the /mmenſity and Eternity of the 
Univerſe were granted. And fo they ler 
him go from an: aſſertioz that is moſt im- 
pious, and abſurd, to another which is tol- 
lerably accountable, and ſpeciows. And the 
Conclufion would be art laſt, that fince the 
undertaker could not prove the world was 
not ixfinite and eternal, he could not make 
ir appear, There was 4 Ged. . By which 
procedure the arguer falls from a Propeſt- 
tion which is the moſt demonftrative one 
in nature, to 4x other, which cannot be 
cleared 
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ckared bu by ſuppoſing the main thigg-ig 


- Qpcitona. ol 2 Gt 7» 
- But beſides rh# ſbift whichmny conceſſion 
_ made ilgpſhoe, when'my Atheiſt -was 
_ urged with the Order, Harmony,Contrivence, 
wiſdom that is viltble in the Creatures, 
he would betake him to his Ame Mundi; 
the exifience. of which, when thoſe other 
. " Antagoniſts he had dcalt with would en- 
.deavour to overthrow, they undertook a 
thing of harder. probation, than the main 
concluſion. | Yo TW 
I ſay therefore, Sir, I permitted him to 
aſſume theſe Principles, and: then proved, 
That though the world were zwmenſe , atid 


eternal, yer, That *tis not poſſible meer [hi 


blinde, unguided matter ſhould ſhuffie it ſelf 
into ſuch regular, and accurate produttions, 
as we ſee ate the reſults of every day, with- 
out the 2nanuduction of lore knowing Agent, 
and Contriver,as you have fully made good 
in your excellent ANTIDOTE. Ard 


when he at this turn took ſariFuary in an 


Anima Mundi, as the caule of all the arr, 
and exattneſs in Nature , I granted him 
the Zejng ; but askt him, Whether he rook 
it for a ſubſtance, that was ztelligent, or 
devoid of reaſon, and perception > when 


he ſeemed to incline to this latter, Iſhewed 
hims 


 FTASPSytSor”FrDe Hm ' 


purpoſe,: than # he hadiftuck-in the #p-" 
oof rzeer matter, and motion. Bur when: 


Being (a5;he ar: Taft did:) and that ir was: 
immenſe and Bernal (as. he was forced* to: 
do —_ afertion, thax this' ſoul was diffus' 
ſed throughthe' whole maſs of his ;»fſxite 
efe& he was brought by his own Principles 
to the acknowledgment of a GOD, though” 
be gave him another name. : 

h Thus: Sir, T putſued my fide] into all 


[him from one afſerri0# to another, its cops 
tradfory,and then back again upon the firſt 
Theſis, and fo up and- down till at lengrh 
be began to be aſhamed of his ſb:ffiing , 
and confelt -that I had ſaid to him more 


be would coſiaer. He defired that 1 would 
' ive him the 'fubſtahce of my diſcourſe 
a writing, 'which I prepared for him, and 
ſhall perhaps :©&re tohg give an account of 
a= andother dependent mareers to the 
W ick; ot | 
- After" the. heat of our ingagement was 
prer, I was willing to learn by what _— 
__ O- C 
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him . char yoh « priciple as had noſeaſe; 


he low dehivygrexe Sau/to be an irellefnat 


ind e:zr2aÞmarery) I ſhewed him, that in ' 
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his Zartinghotes, and retreats; and drive - 


hen he had heard, and fome-rhings that” 
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-camoxinto thatrdefperate iTuſadedity,” and! | 
Kio yer Fong? 9 "thar:he'had-ruw | 
through the ſeveral ſtages. of wedern'Setts, 
not opping till he came down to-that fixk. | © 
of Folly, and madneſs, Quakeriſm, and-thence 
made a ſtep into ©4heiſm; which is no 
great leap; for Ea#t and we#? at _ run 
zpeet, and are: the ſame. And :certainly he 
that places his Religion in opiryons, and judg- 
eth zt now to lie in this yon of belief, and 
thez.in auother , when he comes to confider 
the vaſt variety of Sects, the confidence of 
cach in his own reaſonings, the pretences of 
all to Scripture, Reaſon, and Antiquity; the 
antipathy they have one agaitiſt another, and 
' the doubtfulueſs, if not falſbeol ;: of things, 
rat each of them hold ſacred, 'and certain: | 
I ſay, hethat takes Rel/igzom to bean adhbe-| 
rence to Secs andOpinions,upon the accounts 
mention'd, when he refle&s, is in mighty 
danger of being an Atheiſt. And except he| 
fix at laſt upon the few, plain, acknowledgt 
eſſentials of belief, and good life ( if he be of 
an 4wxious , inquiſitive mind, and not ob- 
ftjnately reſolv'd in the way of his particular 
Seft,) Tis a miracle if he ends not there at] 
laſt : For he having eſtabliſht zhis, - That 
Religion conſiſts in the way, or forms of ſome 
party, or other ;- and then having = 
TD ; ively 
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ſively deferted thoſe Sefts that had moſt of 
| his 
one to another, through all the ſteps of 


vour and affetion ; and ſo paſt from 


deſcent,when at length he is fallen out with 
the /aft, he hath nothing elſe to fly to but 


; contempt of all Religion, 454A meer Jugg le 


and Impofture, This I took to be: this 
Gentleman's caſe ; and I believe nuich of 
the genera] Atheiſm of our dayes is to be 


| aſcribed to this Cauſe. 


Thus, Sir, I have followed the humour 
of writing; as it lead me, and expect your 
pardon of this ramble, upon the account 
of that liberty which uſes to be allowed in 
intercourſes of this nature ; and more from 
thar Friendſhip with which you are pleaſed 
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